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Abstract

Functional Grammar Analysis of Michael Halliday in Surah Al-Ghashiyah
Abstract Halliday's Systemic Functional Grammar analysis focuses on function
and meaning, and interprets language in light of its role in social interactions.
This theory assumes that the structure of language is shaped by the influence of
the functions that language performs in communicative discourse. This
influence is analyzed on three semantic and grammatical levels: "the ideational
functional level,"” "the interpersonal functional level,” and "the textual
functional level." This study examines all the sentences of Surah Al-Ghashiyah
in the three aforementioned functions separately, analyzes the prominence of
language, and reviews the reflection of the semantic characteristics of the text in
the characteristics of the situational context. This study uses the descriptive
analytical approach and the linguistic approach to analyze Surah Al-Ghashiyah
on three linguistic levels. The study concludes that the relational function is the
most common in this surah on the ideational functional level, which is
consistent with the context of the surah. Then, the material function has a
relatively high frequency. On the interpersonal functional level, the
informational aspect is prominent, indicating the certainty and inevitability of
the speaker. The prominence of the present tense also indicates the renewal and
occurrence of the events of the Day of Judgment. As for the textual functional
level, there are cohesive factors at all levels: linguistic, grammatical, and
relational. Keywords: Surah Al-Ghashiyah, Halliday's Role-Oriented Theory,
Ideational Function, Interpersonal Function, Textual Function.

Keywords: surah al-ghashiyah, Halliday's functional grammar theory, ideational
function, interpersonal function, textual function

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study offers a Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) reading of Strat al-
Ghashiyah that treats Qur’anic discourse as a socially grounded semiotic system
organized by three metafunctions—experiential (ideational), interpersonal, and
textual—following M.A.K. Halliday. Building on the premise that language
enacts meaning in context, the analysis asks two guiding questions: (1) which
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semantic level/metafunction is most salient in the stirah, and (2) which cohesive
resources organize its discourse. Although SFL has been applied to several
strahs (e.g., al-Inshirah, al-Falag, al-Nas, al-Mulk, al-Muzzammil, Luqman), al-
Ghashiyah has not received a comprehensive SFL-based analysis. The siirah’s
communicative orientation—warning and glad tidings about the all-
encompassing Day—requires both vivid depiction of eschatological scenes and
strong interpersonal commitment to stabilize truth-claims, while sustaining a
tightly unified textual flow. Within Halliday’s model, this entails: (i) mapping
how processes, participants, and circumstances construe experience; (ii)
tracking mood, polarity, tense/aspect, and modality to index speaker stance and
social interaction; and (iii) tracing theme-rheme and information structure
together with grammatical and lexical cohesion to show how messages are
packaged into a coherent whole. The working hypotheses—drawn from
preliminary inspection—are that relational processes will dominate the
experiential profile, and that lexical plus grammatical cohesion will underwrite
the discourse’s unity and persuasive force.

Methodology

The Arabic text of Siirat al-Ghashiyah was segmented clause by clause and
analyzed across three strata of Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL). At the experiential level, each clause was coded for process type
(material, relational, mental, etc.), participant roles (Actor, Goal, Carrier,
Attribute, Identifier/Identified), and circumstantial elements (location, manner,
cause). Special attention was given to Arabic nominal clauses, where the copula
yakun/takin is typically omitted but still functions relationally; frequencies of
each process type were then tabulated to reveal the stirah’s experiential profile.
At the interpersonal level, clauses were classified as declarative, interrogative,
or imperative, and analyzed for polarity, tense/aspect, and modality. Particular
focus was placed on rhetorical interrogatives introduced by hal and kayfa, the
consequential force of fa- in directives such as fa-dhakkir, and the balance
between the Prophet’s role as mudhakkir and his non-coercive stance expressed
in lasta ‘alayhim bi-musaytir. Finally, the textual layer examined theme—rheme
organization (unmarked vs. marked themes), information structure (given vs.
new), and cohesion. Cohesive ties were traced both grammatically (reference,
ellipsis, substitution, conjunction) and lexically (repetition, synonymy,
antonymy), with marked thematic fronting (e.g., fika, wa-ila) used to highlight
focus and exclusivity. These analyses, summarized in tables, exposed cross-
metafunctional patterns that link experiential depiction, interpersonal stance,
and textual unity in the strah.
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Results

Experiential Profile

The analysis of transitivity patterns in Strat al-Ghashiyah reveals that relational
processes dominate with approximately fourteen occurrences, followed by
material processes with about twelve, while mental processes are entirely
absent. The predominance of relational attributive and identifying structures—
mostly realized through Arabic nominal clauses with the copula (ta)kiin
elided—serves to stabilize the eschatological discourse by assigning attributes
and identities. For example, clauses such as wujihun yawma’idhin
khashi‘a/na‘ima, i jannatin ‘aliyah, sururun marfu‘ah, akwabun mawda‘ah,
namariqu masfifah, and zarabiyy mabthiithah present a tableau of states and
conditions rather than inner cognitive or psychological events. In contrast,
material processes energize the text by animating physical actions and
happenings—tusla naran hamiyah, tusqa min ‘aynin aniyah, yanzuriina kayfa
khuligat/rufi ‘at/nusibat/sutihat—thereby immersing the audience in concrete
experiential imagery and foregrounding Actor/Goal dynamics that bring the
eschatological scenes to life.

Interpersonal Organization

From the perspective of mood and modality, declaratives predominate,
underscoring the certainty and authority of the Qur'anic message.
Interrogatives, however, play an equally important rhetorical function: hal ataka
hadithu I-ghashiyah amplifies the gravity of the theme and invites the Prophet’s
and the audience’s reflection, while afala yanzurtina ... kayfa... calls the
addressee to contemplate divine craftsmanship. The sole imperative—fa-
dhakkir innama anta mudhakkir—highlights the Prophet’s role as a reminder,
balanced immediately by lasta ‘alayhim bi-musaytir, which frames his task as
persuasive rather than coercive. Polarity remains largely positive, with a few
marked negatives (laysa, 12) deployed to delimit false expectations, as in la
yusminu wa-1a yughni min ji‘ and 1a tasm‘u fiha laghiyah. Temporal reference
is oriented toward the future Day of Judgment, yet past tense verbs are
strategically used to emphasize certainty—what exegetes often describe as the
“prophetic past”, which treats eschatological events as accomplished realities.
Textual Packaging and Cohesion

On the textual plane, theme—rheme organization alternates between unmarked
verbal themes and numerous nominal themes typical of relational clauses.
Marked circumstantial themes—such as fronted prepositional phrases (fiha, wa-
ila)—draw focus to particular locales or features, e.g., ftha sururun marfi‘ah ...
akwabun mawdii ‘ah ... namariqu masfufah ... zarabiyy mabthiithah, or wa-ila I-
ibil ... wa-ila s-sama’ ... wa-ila I-jibal ... wa-ila l-ard. Information structure
moves from given material (the eschatological frame) to new material (specifics
of torment or bliss), guiding the audience through a progressive unfolding of
meaning.
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Cohesion is achieved through multiple devices. Grammatical reference is often
exophoric, pointing to the Prophet, disbelievers, or the righteous—typical of
deictic religious discourse. Ellipsis is particularly strong, especially the frequent
omission of (ya)kiin in nominal clauses, reflecting the stylistic economy of
Qur’anic Arabic. Substitution is minimal, while conjunction is dense: waw
chains scenes additively, fa- indicates consequence (fa-yu‘adhdhibuhu llahu I-
‘adhaba l-akbar), and thumma marks thematic progression (thumma inna
‘alayna hisabahum). Lexical cohesion is equally rich: synonymy and near-
synonymy in the paradise inventory (surur, namariq, zarabiyy, akwab),
antonymic pairs (sama’/ard, rufi‘at/sutihat, ilayna/‘alayna), and repeated
discourse operators (ila, kayfa four times each; inna twice) emphasize thematic
pivots and rhetorical force.

Synthesis Across Layers

When integrated, these findings show that relational dominance provides
descriptive stability, material clauses add experiential vividness, interpersonal
choices establish epistemic firmness and guide audience alignment, while
textual devices ensure continuity and cohesion. The architecture of the siirah
thus achieves a circular unity, beginning with the opening proclamation hal
ataka hadithu l-ghashiyah and culminating in the emphatic conclusion inna
ilayna iyabahum / thumma inna ‘alayna hisabahum. This rhetorical closure
reaffirms the certainty of eschatological truth, rendering the discourse climactic,
persuasive, and theologically compelling.

Conclusion

A Hallidayan reading explains why Surat al-Ghashiyah feels simultaneously
vivid, authoritative, and tightly unified. Experientially, the preponderance of
relational clauses (with copular ellipsis) stabilizes eschatological knowledge by
assigning attributes/identities to destinies and scenes; material clauses inject
kinesis, enabling the audience not merely to be told but to witness.
Interpersonally, the dominance of declaratives, strategic negatives, rhetorical
interrogatives, and a single imperative articulate a stance of assured
proclamation coupled with non-coercive guidance—the Prophet as mudhakkir,
not controller. Textually, marked themes, cohesive connectors (waw, fa-,
thumma), ellipsis, and lexical chaining braid the message into a coherent
progression from opening summons to closing certitudes. The study thus
supports both hypotheses: the experiential layer—specifically relational
transitivity—is most salient, and cohesion (lexical + grammatical) is the
principal scaffold of unity. More broadly, the analysis demonstrates SFL’s
explanatory power for Qur’anic style: it recovers layered semantic patterning,
clarifies how grammatical resources enact theology in discourse, and offers a
replicable template for examining other siirahs where descriptive stability,
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rhetorical persuasion, and textual weave must converge to guide the audience
toward contemplation and assent.



