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Abstract

Parallelism is one of the prominent rhetorical and Qur’anic phenomena. It
represents a unifying concept that brings together various linguistic and
performative sciences, where grammatical structures appear as linguistic
sequences arranged into coherent contextual patterns highlighted by style and
rhythm. These patterns are governed by a specific syntactic framework that
connects grammar with performance on one side, and composition with
rhythmic practice on the other. Grammatical parallelism provides a relatively
new approach to re-examining this enduring relationship within the Qur’anic
structure. Parallelism, as a widely recognized scientific research method in
Qur’anic discourse, contributes to building textual unity within a rhythmic
context that manifests balance, descent, or even escalation through particular
linguistic markers that interact with rhythm to foreground parallelism as a
semantic-linguistic phenomenon. It can thus function as a cohesive device
across different levels of language: phonetic, morphological, grammatical, and
semantic. This study focuses on the role of grammatical parallelism in the
verses of supplication, analyzing parallel structures to uncover their function in
strengthening textual cohesion. It also addresses the question of how repeated
use of similar structures helps connect ideas and sentences, thereby producing
coherent texts. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study assumes
that balance, as a form of cohesion, performs the same role in achieving textual
unity on both grammatical and semantic grounds. The main conclusion is that
parallelism can be employed as a tool of grammatical cohesion in these verses,
where parallel structures enhance the persuasive power of supplication and
serve as an aid to memorization.

Keywords: Qur’an, verses of supplication, stylistics, grammatical parallelism,
textual cohesion

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study explores syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplication verses (ayat
al-du'a), aiming to show how grammatical structures create rhythm, meaning,
and persuasive force. Classical rhetoric highlighted Qur’anic eloquence through
nazm and balanced expression, but modern analyses often focus on sound
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(rhyme, cadence) or semantics (antithesis, synonymy). What has been less
studied is how morpho-syntactic patterns themselves—at the levels of word,
phrase, and clause—shape the literary form of supplications. The Qur’an
challenges its audience not only through content but also through structure.
Recurrent clause templates, coordinated by particles such as wa, organize
petitions into memorable rhythmic units. Because supplication is inherently
directive and relational, imperatives appear frequently, yet they are carefully
arranged in parallel frames that avoid monotony while amplifying urgency. The
study therefore addresses two questions:

1. How is syntactic parallelism realized in du'a verses?

2. Which forms (imperative, imperfect, perfect) dominate, and why?
By focusing on supplication verses, the study narrows a broad topic to a corpus
that exemplifies Qur’anic style, demonstrating that parallelism is not decoration
but a key to its inimitable eloquence.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, beginning with a review
of earlier scholarship on parallelism and then compiling a focused corpus of
Qur’anic supplication verses for systematic examination. Each verse was
analyzed on three interconnected levels: at the word-level, where paired nouns,
adjectives, or lexical items create local echoes; at the group-level, where
parallel prepositional or genitival phrases provide structural scaffolding; and at
the clause-level, where the interplay between nominal and verbal sentences
produces larger rhythmic and semantic patterns. Within this framework, the
study differentiates between two principal types of syntactic parallelism:
similar-structure parallelism, which repeats a grammatical template with
controlled variation, and contrasting-structure parallelism, which establishes
balance through opposition such as negation versus affirmation or noun versus
verb forms. Particular attention was devoted to the role of coordinating
particles—especially wa, but also fa and thumma—in linking and sequencing
units, as well as to the distribution of verb tenses and aspects across parallel
constructions and the recurrence of formulaic patterns like the vocative
Rabbana. To facilitate comparison, each parallel structure was abstracted into
simplified schemata (for example, V + Subject + Object), highlighting how
constants and variables interact across different verses. The aim was not merely
descriptive classification, but to demonstrate how syntactic design actively
shapes rhythm, reinforces meaning, and contributes to the distinctive eloquence
of Qur’anic supplications.

Results
The analysis yielded several significant findings that highlight the richness of
syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplication verses. It was observed that
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verses frequently combine structural similarity with contrast, where a sequence
of imperatives may conclude with a polarity, such as a prohibition followed by a
request for forgiveness, thereby producing both reinforcement and tension.
Most parallel structures display near-identity rather than strict identity, with
recurring frames that vary in lexical content; the repeated vocative Rabbana
illustrates this pattern, introducing multiple petitions that sustain rhythm while
avoiding monotony. A central role is played by coordinating particles,
especially wa, which dominates as a binding device to weave clauses into
rhythmic chains, while fa and thumma occasionally appear to introduce
consequence or sequencing that enriches the flow of discourse. The study
further shows that verbal parallelism predominates, with imperatives being the
most frequent form, aligning with the petitionary nature of prayer; chains of
commands such as ighfir lana, irhamna, ansurna amplify emotional intensity,
while imperfect and perfect verbs occur less often, mainly to mark habitual
actions or narrative framing. Alongside this, word- and group-level
parallelism—as in pairs like “fear/hope” or ‘“world/afterlife”—provide
scaffolding that tightens cohesion and reinforces cadence, while nominal
parallelism, constructed around the mubtada —khabar relationship, stabilizes the
discourse by forming tableaux of identity and theological affirmation. At a
broader level, the study underscores the prosodic and affective impact of
parallel syntax: balanced clause lengths, repeated openings, and coordinated
slots together generate a rhythm that enhances memorability, clarity, and
emotional resonance. Finally, the findings demonstrate that parallelism is not
merely a stylistic feature but also a methodological tool, since by identifying
frames, constants, and variables, researchers can systematically map cohesion,
rhythm, and the dynamics of meaning across Qur’anic discourse.

Conclusion

Syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplications functions as a powerful
structural engine that generates both meaning and eloquence. By distributing
ideas across balanced grammatical frames, it organizes the flow of discourse,
creates rhythm through patterns of coordination, and clarifies complex semantic
relations such as synonymy, antithesis, and accumulation. The predominance of
imperative chains, often introduced by the repeated vocative Rabbana and
woven together by the coordinating particle wa, reflects the deeply prayerful
character of the text—simultaneously urgent and humble, emotionally charged
yet carefully ordered. Alongside this, nominal clauses provide moments of
stability, anchoring petitions within affirmations of divine truth, while repetition
reinforces cohesion without falling into monotony. From an analytical
perspective, parallelism serves as a practical toolkit, allowing the mapping of
recurring patterns, constants, and variations to reveal how the Qur’an integrates
aesthetic resonance with semantic precision. Ultimately, supplication verses
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illustrate that the Qur’an’s eloquence does not rest only on imagery or sound,
but also on the syntactic choreography that transforms grammar into rhythm,
structure into devotion, and the act of prayer into a literary and spiritual miracle.



