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Abstract

The study of Imam Husayn’s timeless uprising within contemporary literary
works, particularly in the dramatic genre, continually illustrates a discourse that,
as a transformative historical event, embodies profound human and spiritual
ideals. This discourse resounds with calls for justice and truth, conveying the
essence of this grand, divinely inspired movement to the world. This article,
employing an analytical-descriptive approach based on Fairclough's critical
discourse theory across the dimensions of description, interpretation, and
explanation, seeks to uncover the depth of Ashura's discourse within ‘Abd al-
Rahman Sharqawi’s play, Al-Husayn: The Revolutionary and Martyr, written in
response to the Arab world’s shifting political landscape after Gamal Abdel
Nasser’s defeat. The play is examined as a representation of the discourse of
resistance in modern Arab culture, providing a platform to explore its social,
cultural, ideological, and intertextual-religious themes. Findings indicate that at
the descriptive level, the playwright uses linguistic and rhetorical elements
reflecting the event’s spirit, highlighting its spiritual and emotional impact in a
transhistorical frame. At the interpretive level, the play resonates with intertextual
elements, including the Qur’an and other religious texts, conveying the spirit of
social awakening and resistance against oppression. At the explanatory level, the
playwright critiques contemporary oppression, reflecting a need to revive human
and revolutionary values in his time.

Keywords: Imam Husayn, Arabic drama, Ashura uprising, ‘Abd al-Rahman
Shargawi, Norman Fairclough's theory

Extended Abstract
Introduction
The Karbala event has long shaped ethical, social, and spiritual horizons in
Islamic thought. Beyond historical and political facts, it functions as a living
source of values such as sacrifice, justice, and the refusal of oppression. The
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Egyptian playwright Abd al-Rahman Shargawi (1920-1987) restages this legacy
in his two-part dramatic poem, al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan (Husayn: Rebel
and Martyr). Part I covers the crisis after Muawiya’s death; Part II dramatizes the
arrival at Karbala, the day of Ashura, the tragedy, the captivity of the family, and
the continuing moral consequences. This study rereads Sharqawi’s play through
Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). CDA views literary
texts not only as representations but also as practices that make, circulate, and
contest ideologies and power relations. Using Fairclough’s three stages—
description, interpretation, and explanation—the article asks: (1) What themes
and discourses structure al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan? (2) How does the play
link the original message of Ashura with contemporary realities in order to form
an ethic of resistance?

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical design grounded in Fairclough’s Critical
Discourse Analysis, integrating three linked stages in one workflow: (1)
description, where selected scenes are examined for lexis, transitivity, modality,
syntax, and rhetorical devices (repetition, parallelism, metaphor, allusion,
rhyme/saj), with special attention to emphatic negations (lan, lastu), oath
formulas, and purpose clauses (ji’tu kay...) that foreground Husayn’s agency and
moral resolve; (2) interpretation, which traces intertextual ties to the Quran and
devotional formulas (ziyarah) alongside the situational context of post-1967
Egypt—defeat, authoritarian pressure, and a public search for ethical models—to
show how the play’s “then” speaks to the audience’s “now”; and (3) explanation,
which maps how textual choices and intertexts build a counter-hegemony of
justice, dignity, and speech against the hegemony of fear, bribery, and silence,
positioning audiences as responsible agents called to break silence and protect the
weak. Sampling is purposive, focusing on representative passages central to
resistance, justice, and ethical leadership rather than cataloguing all stylistic
features, and prior scholarship on Shargawi and resistance poetics is used
comparatively while keeping the analysis aligned with CDA’s diagnostic aims.

Results

Textual description: a grammar of resolve.

Sharqawi shapes Husayn’s voice through categorical negations, oath formulas,
and action verbs that foreclose any reading of capitulation: “I will never submit,”
“By God, I am no coward,” and “I came to rescue you from your oppressors and
to demolish the pillars of error.” Purpose clauses align identity with mission
(rescue, reform, guidance). Lexical pairings such as “the trampled right” versus
“the crushing injustice” dramatize moral contrast, while syntactic parallelism—
especially direct repetition—creates a chant-like insistence suited to didactic
theater and communal memory. Figurative language extends ethics into imagery:
phrases like “tyrants of darkness,” “let our cry be a trumpet,” and “let our torn
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bodies be banners of truth” translate pain into mobilizing signs, making figures
of speech carriers of meaning rather than ornament.

Intertextual and situational interpretation: from scripture to street.

The play’s pivots echo Quranic proclamations that truth arrives and falsehood
vanishes, positioning Muawiya and Yazid as emblems of falsehood and Husayn
as the locus of truth and freedom. Ziyarah formulas (“you commanded justice and
called to it”) are revoiced as dialogue to present justice as the legal and moral
basis of governance. This intertextual weaving situates the drama within a sacred
archive that amplifies its authority. Situationally, the play addresses an audience
marked by defeat and domestic repression: lines that renounce the pursuit of
dominion and affirm reform, right guidance, and protection of the weak mirror
demands for ethical rule. Exhortations to speak—“Why do you keep silent?
Speak, O people!”—challenge the hegemony of silence, and the refrain “hayhat
minni al-dhilla” is framed as a civic ethic in which dignity is non-negotiable.
Explanatory synthesis: counter-hegemony and the politics of memory.
Read through CDA'’s third stage, the play operates as a counter-hegemonic
project. Martyrdom is resignified as “greater freedom,” not fatalism; the image
“make our torn bodies banners of truth” converts trauma into a pedagogy of
courage in which fragments become flags and grief becomes a grammar for
collective action. The work gathers a repertoire of just practice—refusal of
coerced allegiance, defense of public wealth as a trust, protection of the weak,
and the duty to speak. Thematic pillars emerge clearly: justice and fair
distribution of resources; rejection of coercion by fear or bribery; freedom and
dignity as ethical foundations; speech over silence as civic duty; and a
transhistorical address that turns the audience into accountable interlocutors.
Formal devices—repetition, parallelism, antithesis, and rhythmic phrasing—
function as tools that bind memory to action.

Dialogue with earlier studies.

Previous research identified resistance markers (defense of the oppressed,
martyrdom, women’s steadfastness), analyzed imperatives and request strategies,
and compared historicity across Karbala works. The present CDA approach
complements these findings by showing how micro-level linguistic choices
(negation, oath modality, purposive syntax) anchor a macro politics of
emancipation, and how intertextual citation organizes a moral economy that
contests contemporary hegemony.

Conclusion

Using Fairclough’s CDA clarifies how al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan
transforms sacred history into a living discourse of resistance suited to its
historical moment. At the descriptive level, negations, oaths, purposive syntax,
and dense rhetorical arrays create a grammar of resolve that renders surrender
unthinkable. At the interpretive level, Quranic and devotional intertexts and
careful staging of historical actors place the play within a sacred archive while
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addressing the emotional and political pressures of modern Egypt. At the
explanatory level, the work builds a counter-hegemony: martyrdom as freedom,
silence as complicity, and public life oriented to justice, dignity, and speech.
Three contributions follow. First, form is political action: Sharqawi’s stylistic
design serves ideological ends. Second, intertext bridges eras, turning Ashura into
a renewable resource for ethical citizenship and social critique. Third, drama
becomes pedagogy: remembrance is translated into responsibility, and grief into
guidance. In short, the play does not merely depict Karbala; it performs it as
discourse that calls audiences to rescue the oppressed, dismantle error, restore
justice, and dignify life through truth.



