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Abstract

"Silence Discourse Analysis" is one of the new linguistic models that utilizes the
achievements of various sciences such as phonetics, psychology and sociology of
language to analyze the different levels of silence in the context of speech, as well
as to study the role of unsaid words and expressions. Mahzouf deals with the
formation of the narrative. In the framework of this pattern, silence is said to be
the absence of a linguistic element whose absence in the text creates a significant
presence; Therefore, in the present research, an attempt is made to study the types
of silence in the play "Al-Husayn Tha'iran" by applying the discourse analysis
approach of silence and relying on the descriptive-analytical method, the
discourse function of these types in advancing the text, as well as their role in
Establishing a relationship between intra-linguistic and extra-linguistic
components should be investigated. The results of the research show that in the
present play, silence is represented on three structural, semantic and pragmatic
levels and has a narrative and social function. Its narrative function is related to
creating space, creating knots, characterizing and expanding the story, and its
social function implies oriental psychological and political motivations.
Discourse silence, through the non-physical and suggestive presence of those
linguistic elements that describe the events and crises governing the land of Egypt
and other Arab-speaking societies, indicates the correlation of the text with extra-
linguistic factors.

Keywords: linguistics, discourse of silence, the play "Al-Husayn Tha’iran", ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Shargawi

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines “discourse of silence” as a contemporary, interdisciplinary
linguistic approach for probing narrative texts. Building on work by scholars such
as Kurzon, Ephratt, and others, the approach treats silence not as mere absence
but as a contextual, intentional, and symbolic resource that advances meaning.
Drawing tools from psychology, phonetics, and sociolinguistics, it argues that
what is left unsaid—gaps, deletions, and suspended references—can propel the
narrative and forge links between the linguistic fabric of a text and its extra-
linguistic milieu (social, cultural, political). The article applies this lens to
Abdelrahman al-Sharqawi’s drama al-Husayn Tha’iran (“Husayn, the Rebel”), a
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modern play that blends verse and prose to dramatize the pre-Karbala events. In
this work, Shargawi mobilizes silence alongside other stylistic devices to
heighten pathos, foster solidarity, and inflame anti-tyrannical resolve among
readers and spectators. The significance of the present research lies in offering a
fresh reading of the play through a discourse-analytic framework that makes
latent, supra-textual meanings visible and clarifies how silence functions as a
narrative technique linking intra-textual units (lexis, syntax, discourse structure)
to extra-textual forces (political repression, communal ethics, cultural memory).
The study asks: In al-Husayn Tha’iran, at which levels is silence represented?
What are its discourse functions? And how does it connect linguistic and non-
linguistic dimensions?

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive—analytical approach in discourse analysis, first
defining “silence” as the marked absence of an expected signifier in linguistics, a
textual “absence” in deconstruction, and a cross-field deletion category (e.g.,
empty categories, zero morphemes). Following Kurzon’s typology, it
distinguishes structural, semantic, and pragmatic silence: structurally, omissions
like ellipsis or cataphoric cues compress language and drive suspense;
semantically, metaphor and metonymy defer or shift meaning (e.g., oppression as
mass, betrayal as motion); pragmatically, presuppositions (factive, existential,
lexical, structural, counterfactive) and Gricean implicatures background
information and prompt readers to infer what is unsaid. The analysis proceeds
scene by scene through the play’s 13 chapters, identifying instances at each level
and interpreting their functions for plot, characterization, tone, and political
signaling. It draws on classical Arabic rhetoric and contemporary discourse
theory, anchoring claims in precise micro-readings such as the coded cue
“Salma/Sulaymi” and the epithet Dhu al-‘Aynayn.

Results

In al-Husayn Tha’iran, silence functions on several interwoven levels to produce
both dramatic intensity and political resonance. Structurally, ellipsis and
cataphora serve as engines of emotion, power, and suspense. The omission of
verbs and subjects condenses meaning while amplifying stance, as when
characters announce Mu‘awiya’s death with clipped phrases that refuse to name
him, embodying contempt in the very act of omission. Ellipsis also marks power
asymmetries: Ibn Ziyad’s interruptions of Hani’’s cousin truncate clauses to
assert authority, while the sneer “anta aydan? / you too?” erases the predicate to
belittle the poet Bishr’s political voice. Cataphoric cues likewise defer meaning,
withholding referents until later revelation—such as the delayed disclosure that
“him” in “I will kill him if he refuses to pledge” refers to Husayn, or the cryptic
epithet “the dawn has broken for the two-eyed,” later resolved as al-Mukhtar,
transforming suspense into narrative payoff.
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On the semantic plane, silence emerges through metaphor and metonymy.
Metaphors compress abstract socio-political realities into vivid scenography:
tyranny is imagined as “blocking the horizons of space,” betrayal is figured as an
active pursuer, and a mouth “filled with curses and falsehood” renders intangible
vices as physical saturation. Metonymy, by contrast, strings together details to
conjure lived conditions: Muslim b. ‘Aqil’s hunger, thirst, ragged clothes, and
rejection at every door collectively dramatize homelessness and political terror in
Kufa. Similarly, threats of confiscation or exclusion from teaching metonymize
repression, while the nobles’ disdain for economic equality becomes visible in
their horror at being “like shepherds.”

Pragmatically, silence operates through presupposition and implicature,
structuring how audiences process and supplement meaning. Factive
presuppositions, such as the exclamation “Rejoice!” at Mu‘awiya’s death, encode
political alignment and unexpected joy. Structural presuppositions, as in a
mother’s query about her son’s sudden change of loyalty, assume prior states of
conviction and expose opportunism. Counterfactive presuppositions reveal
hypocrisy, as ‘Umar b. Sa‘d invokes kinship with Muslim b. ‘Aqil only to betray
it. Existential presuppositions in lines like “our state” or “I know state affairs”
smuggle claims to authority and entitlement into the discourse. Implicatures,
meanwhile, rely on the deliberate violation of conversational maxims: the taunt
about chasing women at pilgrimage draws on pre-Islamic traditions to insinuate
unworthiness, a youth’s contradictory account of his father’s death signals
evasion to protect honor, and Muslim’s abrupt “I am very thirsty” during an old
woman'’s tale flouts relevance, forcing the audience to infer urgency and counter-
claims to narrative space.

Taken together, these forms of silence fulfill cross-level narrative and socio-
political functions. They generate suspense, cohesion, and character depth, while
simultaneously encoding resistance in an atmosphere of censorship and
repression. By omitting, deferring, and figuratively displacing speech, Shargawi
critiques tyranny, hereditary power, and social hypocrisy without stating them
outright. Silence becomes both a dramaturgical strategy and a political weapon,
enabling modernist theater to stage dissent through gaps, ambiguities, and the
eloguence of what remains unsaid.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that al-Husayn Tha’iran uses silence at structural, semantic,
and pragmatic levels to achieve both literary and political purposes. Structural
silences—such as ellipsis and delayed references—condense meaning, stage
power relations, and heighten dramatic tension around key events like succession,
betrayal, or assassination. Semantic silences—through metaphor and
metonymy—translate abstract evils like oppression, treachery, and corruption
into vivid, sensory images that shape the audience’s moral imagination.
Pragmatic silences—via presupposition and implicature—engage the audience as
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co-interpreters, prompting them to recover the unsaid and thereby deepen their
ethical and emotional involvement. Together, these silences connect the play’s
linguistic form with its historical context, mirroring a society constrained by
censorship and fear while also embodying ideals of resistance, solidarity, and
justice. In Sharqawi’s dramaturgy, not-saying is never neutral; it is a deliberate
aesthetic and political act that turns absence into meaning and makes silence a
constitutive device of modernist Arabic theater.



