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Abstract

The religious symbol is a pivotal element in Arabic poetry, providing depth of
meaning and aesthetic richness while exploring spiritual and metaphysical
dimensions. This study examines the use of religious symbolism in Paradises of
Inanna by Iragi poet Yahya Al-Samawi, analyzing its semantic layers within the
poet’s historical and cultural context. It investigates how symbols enhance
aesthetic, philosophical, and social meanings, while also reflecting Sufi and
historical heritage. Using a descriptive-analytical approach and stylistic criticism,
the study shows that Al-Samawi draws symbols from Islamic heritage, Sufism,
and Sumerian mythology, imbuing his poetry with meanings that transcend
surface interpretation. These symbols convey philosophical themes of life and
death, love and beauty, and the struggle between oppression and justice, enabling
multiple readings from Sufi spirituality to political critique. The findings
highlight how symbolism functions not only as an aesthetic device but also as a
tool for reinterpreting history and evoking human values rooted in existential
experience. By intertwining mythological and historical structures, Al-Samawi
recontextualizes cultural heritage to address modern Arab struggles such as
oppression and alienation. The study concludes that his integration of religious
and mythological symbols transforms them into instruments for deconstructing
reality and reconstructing it through a contemporary poetic vision.

Keywords: religious symbolism, Yahya Al-Samawi, Paradises of Inanna,
contemporary Arabic poetry, symbolic meaning

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study explores how the Iragi poet Yahya al-Samawi harnesses religious
symbolism in Faradis Inana (Paradises of Inanna) to generate layered meanings
that move beyond ornament toward epistemic, ethical, and political critique.
Rooted in a long Arabic tradition—from pre-Islamic invocations through Sufi
interiority to modernist reinventions—al-Samawi retools the sacred by fusing
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Qur’anic allusion, Sufi figures, and Mesopotamian myth within a single poetic
economy. The title itself encodes the project: “paradises” signals soteriology and
bliss, while “Inanna,” the Sumerian goddess of love and war, invokes
descent/ascent, sacrifice, and renewal. The study asks how these symbols are
deployed, what semantic and pragmatic loads they bear in the poems, and how
they dialogue with Sufi heritage and historical memory. While prior scholarship
addresses al-Samawi’s anti-colonial poetics and iconic figures (Abu Dharr,
Husayn), the specific Inanna/Enlil braid with Qur’anic and Sufi intertexts remains
underexamined. Drawing on Arabic debates about symbol and symbolism—
conventional vs. constructive, clear vs. dense, and typologies across natural,
religious, mythic, historical, social, literary, and philosophical domains—the
study treats symbolism as an aesthetics of suggestion and inner music that rejects
naive directness while organizing the poem into an organic, unified affect.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive—analytical method grounded in intertextual and
semiotic reading. It first delimits a corpus from Faradis Inana and performs close
readings of passages where religious and mythic markers cluster (Inanna’s
descent, Enlil-as-power, Bayt al-Mal/justice, al-Hallaj, ‘Ad/Thamiid, and
isra’/mi‘raj imagery). It then identifies and classifies symbols by source (Islamic,
Sufi, Mesopotamian myth, historical/cultural), form (simple/compound;
clear/dense), function (expressive, suggestive, incarnational, ornamental), and
value (subjective/authorial vs. culturally shared). Next, it interprets each symbol
in situ—relative to voice, addressee, argument, and scene types (eros, civic
critique, spiritual quest)—treating Qur’anic citations and echoes (e.g., “Inna
khalagnakum...”, Ayat al-Kurs) as dialogic triggers that refract contemporary
crises of authority, hypocrisy, and fractured sovereignty rather than mere
ornament. Finally, it synthesizes cross-poem clusters to surface macro-motifs—
protest against false piety, eros—sacrum fusion, virtuous city vs. counterfeit jihad,
thunder without rain, and a purgative return to the primal forest—and aligns these
with Sufi poetics (fana’, martyr-love) and Mesopotamian descent/ascent
dramaturgies.

Results

The results show that Faradis Inana constructs a symbolic world where sacred
and mythic elements merge to critique authority, explore desire, and imagine
alternative futures. Inanna’s descent and Enlil’s power are reinterpreted as
metaphors of protest against hypocrisy and greed, while Qur’anic references to
Bayt al-Mal and equality highlight justice as a lived principle rather than rhetoric.
Love, too, is sacralized: scenes of embrace and desire are reframed through
Qur’anic echoes and ascension imagery, turning eros into a form of spiritual
ascent. The fusion of body and spirit challenges the idea that religious symbolism
suppresses corporeality, instead presenting it as part of a cosmic drama of union.
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Al-Samawi also engages in political critique, as in the poem “Uruk,” where
multiple “lords” with conflicting claims corrupt the meaning of sacred texts.
Here, scripture becomes a contested field, exposing how power distorts belief.
Against this, the poet imagines a utopian “virtuous city” free from false piety and
violence, a space defined by tenderness, equality, and transparency.

Other images capture the frustrations of modern existence: thunder without rain
symbolizes deferred grace, while the absence of sacred guides or miraculous
transport reflects blocked paths to transcendence. Historical and Qur’anic
narratives are recast as allegories of love and ruin, with ‘Ad and Thamid serving
as metaphors for destructive relationships. In the elegy of Uruk, paradises
collapse into Sagar, Inanna becomes stone, and the poet withdraws to the forest—
a return to primal honesty stripped of illusion.

Formally, the collection relies on compressed, image-rich language, liminal times
like dusk and dawn, and a blend of Qur’anic, Sufi, and mythic references. These
symbols are often dense, demanding cultural memory, yet at crucial moments
they turn transparent to assert ethical clarity, particularly in affirmations of justice
and critiques of false religiosity. Together, these results reveal al-Samawi’s
ability to make religious symbolism a dynamic tool for protest, spiritual
reflection, and poetic reinvention.

Conclusion

Faradis Inana reveals al-Samawi’s distinctive ability to employ religious
symbolism as an active mode of knowledge rather than decorative flourish. The
collection achieves this through three operations: refunctioning, by reworking
Qur’anic, Sufi, and Sumerian symbols to diagnose present crises—sectarianism,
false piety, political coercion—while preserving transcendence; confluence, by
fusing eros and sacrum so that bodily intimacy and spiritual ascent illuminate one
another, with love scenes cast in the language of creation and mi ‘raj; and counter-
imagining, by resisting counterfeit religiosity with visions of utopia built on
tenderness, equality, and a return to primal sincerity symbolized by the forest and
the basmalah’s threshold. The study shows that al-Samawi’s symbols are
dynamic agents that protest, console, indict, and invite, transforming myth into a
living critique and scripture into dialogic energy. In this way, Faradis Inana
dramatizes salvation under modern pressures, portraying paradises that risk
collapsing into Sagar yet continue to seek blessing. For modern Arabic poetics,
the work exemplifies how disparate symbolic lineages can be braided into an
ethically charged, aesthetically rich discourse that speaks to metaphysical hunger
and civic wounds alike.



