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Abstract

The study of textual coherence has long been a central concern of literary
researchers, many of whom have grounded their analyses in the coherence
theory of Michael Halliday and Rugaiya Hassan. Coherence is achieved through
the coexistence of words connected to a specific concept and the semantic links
that bind the elements of a text together. Among the types of cohesion
(grammatical, lexical, and conjunctive) this essay focuses on a descriptive-
analytical study of cohesion and lexical relations in Surah al-Qamar, a Meccan
surah, based on Halliday and Hassan’s framework. The aim is to uncover as
much as possible of the surah’s aesthetic layers for the audience. The analysis
highlights four components: repetition, synonymy, antonymy, and semantic
inclusion. The findings reveal that repetition—particularly direct repetition—
plays the most significant role in the surah, emphasizing both the warnings and
admonitions directed at the polytheists. Synonymy and antonymy, although less
frequent than repetition, are nonetheless effective in clarifying meaning.
Semantic inclusion, closely linked to the principle of agreement and parallelism,
illustrates the themes in greater detail in certain verses. Ultimately, the study
shows how, through lexical cohesion, the surah simultaneously conveys
warnings to the polytheists, reflects their actions, and affirms the fulfillment of
the divine promise.

Keywords: Surah al-Qamar, semantic relations, lexical cohesion, Halliday and
Hasan

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines lexical cohesion in Surah al-Qamar through the lens of
Halliday and Hasan’s cohesion theory, focusing on how repeated words,
semantic relations, and patterned phrasing bind the surah into a unified textual
act. Unlike sentence-bound structural analyses, a cohesion-based reading asks
how meaning flows across clauses and episodes, and how the text’s vocabulary
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is organized to warn, recall, and persuade. Prior work on the surah has
addressed sound patterning, stylistics, conceptual metaphor, paired-sura
relations, and translation assessment, but there is no dedicated, comprehensive
analysis of lexical cohesion in al-Qamar. Filling that gap matters because the
surah’s message is carried by a tight weave of recurring items and semantic
networks: the nearness of the Hour, the recurring denial of messengers, the
patterned fate of past nations, and the contrasted ends of deniers and the God-
fearing. The research asks two questions: (1) which lexical cohesion devices are
most frequent in al-Qamar? (2) how do these devices serve the surah’s
communicative aims of warning (nuzur), remembrance (dhikr), and moral
uptake (tadhakkur)?

Methodology

The study applies a descriptive-analytical method in four steps. First, it
operationalizes Halliday and Hasan’s typology for the Arabic Quranic text,
centering on lexical cohesion (as distinct from grammatical reference,
substitution, and ellipsis). Within lexical cohesion it catalogs: direct repetition
(exact word-form recurrence), partial repetition (same root with different
patterns), thematic repetition (clusters that recur across episodes), synonymy,
antonymy, hyponymy and meronymy (inclusion and part-whole), and
collocation. Second, it builds a concordance of al-Qamar (55 verses), recording
token counts and locations of high-value content words while excluding high-
frequency function words that do not carry the surah’s thematic load. Third, it
tracks sentence-level cohesion (intra-verse) and discourse-level cohesion
(across narratives of Nuh, Ad, Thamud, Lut, and Pharaoh, and across the
framing sections), marking refrains and ring-composition effects. Fourth, it
interprets the function of each device in context, relating lexical choices to
discourse purposes (warning, remembering, exemplifying), to recurring
formulae, and to the surah’s sonic design (rhyme and cadence), while drawing
on classical exegetical paraphrases for glosses when needed. Tables summarize
word and clause frequencies and examples illustrate each device.

Results

Overall distribution. The most frequent devices are (1) simple repetition, (2)
partial repetition (same root, different patterns), and (3) thematic repetition.
Next come inclusion (hyponymy/meronymy), then antonymy, then synonymy.
Devices often co-occur in the same verse. Direct repetition. High-frequency
items: “nuzur” (~12), “kadhdhab”/“kadhdhabat” (~7), “adhab” (~7),
“muddakir” (~6), “kana” (~6), “dhikr” (~5), “kayfa” (4), “sa‘a” (3), “ma’” (3),
“dhuqu” (3), “arsalna” (3). Several at ~2 (da‘, sama’, muqtadir, akhadh, gawm).
Two refrains shape the discourse, each 4x: “wa laqad yassarna al-quran li-dh-
dhikr...,” and “fa kayfa kana adhabi wa nuzur.” Partial repetition (root
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families). Root chains keep concepts active without monotony: da‘a/al-da‘i;
kadhdhabat/fakadhdhabu; munzajar/uzdujira; andhara/al-nudhur. Morphology
marks shifts in agency while preserving a stable theme (warning vs denial).
Thematic repetition and collocation. Stable clusters cue scenes and meanings:
reward frame (muttaqin + jannat + nahr + maq‘ad sidq ‘inda malik mugqtadir);
flood frame (abwab + al-sama’ + ma’ munhamir // fajjara + al-ard ‘uyunan //
iltaga al-ma’); hell frame (tamsa al-a‘yun, “dhuqu,” saqar, adhya/amarr, su‘ur).
Recurrent companions tighten focus and aid recall. Antonymy (contrast).
Pairings sharpen evaluation and momentum: 54:12 “fajjara” (split, gush) vs
“iltaga” (meet, join); 54:10 “maghlub” (overpowered) vs “intasir” (grant
victory). The contrasts move discourse from crisis to divine resolution.
Synonymy (near-synonyms). Overlapping items intensify directives without
redundancy. In 54:27, “irtaqib” (watch) + “istabir” (be patient) presents faithful
vigilance as attention plus endurance. Inclusion and part-whole. Two patterns
dominate: (a) meronymy—*“dhat alwah wa dusur” (planks and nails) implies
“the ark,” thickening imagery by naming parts; (b) co-hyponyms—paired peers
under a larger field (e.g., “dalal” + “su‘ur” for cognitive/moral disarray;
“kadhdhab” + “ashir” for character indictment; “ma’” + “shurb” for rationed
water). Both expand semantic neighborhoods and sharpen themes. How
cohesion serves the message. Repetition keeps warnings salient; partial
repetition signals recurring historical patterns; antonymy dramatizes the flip
from denial to downfall (and plea to deliverance); inclusion and collocation
build vivid, memorable scenes (ark by parts; flood as sky—earth choreography)
and clear doctrinal contrasts (end of deniers vs seat of truth for the God-
fearing). Refrains bracket episodes to turn story into lesson—producing a
didactic thythm of exemplum — refrain — call to remember. Interaction of
devices. Verses typically layer techniques: the flood tableau blends repetition,
antonymy, inclusion, and collocation; the paradise close blends collocation,
inclusion, and light synonymy. Sound patterning (rhyme, repeated finals)
reinforces the lexical glue.

Conclusion

Lexical cohesion is the primary glue of Surah al-Qamar’s discourse. Simple and
partial repetition, supported by inclusion, collocation, and calibrated contrasts,
bind the surah’s episodes into a single argumentative arc: warnings are clear and
repeated, denials are historically patterned, punishments are inevitable,
remembrance is made accessible, and the end of the God-fearing is honor. The
most frequent devices are the various forms of repetition (word-form, root-
family, and thematic), which sustain focus on nuzur, kadhdhab, adhab, and
muddakir, followed by inclusion relations that materialize scenes and systems
(ark, flood, hell, garden). Antonymy and synonymy supply contrast and
intensification as needed. Functionally, cohesion supports three communicative
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tasks: it structures memory (through refrains and recurring roots), it guides
evaluation (through patterned endings and contrast pairs), and it enlivens
visualization (through part-lists and stable collocations). Methodologically, the
findings confirm that a cohesion-first reading can recover the surah’s global
semantics without leaving the text’s own lexical economy; devices that modern
discourse analysis isolates are already at work in the Quranic composition.
Substantively, the surah leverages limited but potent lexical fields to move the
audience from historical exempla to present-tense accountability and, finally, to
a bifurcated eschatological horizon. In short, lexical cohesion in al-Qamar is not
ornamental; it is the architecture that carries its warning and mercy to the
reader.



