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Abstract
In the modern era, some individuals and groups, including international
communities, have sought to denigrate certain terms in the verses of Islamic law,
particularly criminal laws such as retribution, amputation, and flogging, labeling
them as unethical and promoting violence and extremism. This article employs a
descriptive-analytical method to explore Quranic vocabulary concerning violence
and emphasizes the necessity of deep understanding and contemplation regarding
concepts related to violence to avoid superficial and one-dimensional
interpretations. The term “violence” does not appear directly in the Quran;
however, terms such as "severity,"” "harshness," "foulness,” and "anger" are
among the words that fall within the semantic network of Quranic vocabulary
related to violence. In contrast, terms like "tolerance,” "forbearance," and
"conciliation” emphasize peace and amicable behavior. The findings of this
research indicate that while certain degrees of violence are observed in these
verses, according to the Quran, violence is only permissible under conditions
where other options—such as prevention, forgiveness, and compassion—yprove
ineffective and is ultimately considered a last resort. The Quran underscores the
importance of establishing justice and defending against aggression, asserting
that if just goals can be achieved through peaceful methods, there is no need for
violence. Nevertheless, the Quran emphasizes that the application of violence
against disobedience and oppression must be accompanied by the principles of
"rationality” and "ethics".
Keywords: Qur’an, principle of violence, synonym, antonym, verses of ahkam
(legal verses)

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study challenges reductive claims that the Qur’an legitimates “violence” by
selectively citing penal and warfare verses, asking instead how the text
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conceptualizes coercion and under what conditions it permits force. The Qur’an
lacks a direct term for “khoshunat,” relying instead on a semantic network (e.g.,
ghilza, shidda, ghadhab, fazz) balanced by antonyms that privilege pardon,
forbearance, and gentle conduct (safh, afw, rifq, mudara, tasahul, tasamuh), and
by the ethos of a “samhah sahlah” religion. Because perceptions of religious
violence are context dependent, juristic applications have historically varied with
time, place, and public interest, just as calls to firmness coexist with commands
to forgive and reconcile. Filling a gap in prior scholarship, the study conducts a
lexical-semantic audit of these terms across ayat al-ahkam and their exegetical
traditions, situating rulings within historical practice and ethical constraints to
answer two questions: how to analyze Qur’anic concepts of coercion without one-
dimensional readings, and what explicit or implied conditions govern the
permissibility of coercive measures today.

Methodology

The study employs a multi-layered qualitative methodology that begins with
lexicographic and semantic-field analysis, consulting classical Arabic lexica such
as those of Ibn Manzur, al-Farrahidi, al-Raghib al-Isfahani, and al-Tarihi to
establish the primary senses, derivatives, and metaphorical extensions of key
terms before examining their Qur’anic usage. It then undertakes concordance and
intratextual analysis, mapping the occurrences of these terms within their
syntactic and surah contexts to trace denotative and connotative patterns—for
example, interpreting ghilza as deterrent firmness, shidda in contrast to rahma,
fazz as harshness in speech, and ghadhab as divine displeasure with moral
implications. These findings are cross-checked through exegetical triangulation
using major tafsir sources, which help refine the normative boundaries of each
concept and prevent misreadings that equate firmness with cruelty. To balance
this, the study also analyzes antonymic clusters such as afw and safh (pardon,
overlooking), rifg (gentleness), mudara (forbearing tact), and tasahul/tasamuh
(tolerance) to highlight the Qur’an’s countervailing emphasis on forgiveness,
lenience, and coexistence. In addition, penal and warfare verses are examined
within their sociohistorical and juristic contexts, drawing on figh principles of
time, place, proportionality, and harm prevention to show that their application is
context-sensitive and not absolutist. Finally, the methodology synthesizes lexical,
exegetical, and juristic insights into operational criteria that distinguish
illegitimate violence from legitimate, ethically bounded coercion aimed at justice,
defense, and the preservation of social order.

Results

Absence of a direct lexical term for “violence.” The Qur’an does not deploy a
single overarching word equivalent to modern “violence.” Instead, it frames
wrongful harm primarily through zulm (injustice, rights-violation) and through
concrete acts (murder, assault, theft, adultery, usury, mockery). This reframing is
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decisive: what renders an act “violent” in Qur’anic ethics is not its forcefulness
per se, but its injustice and violation of rights. Accordingly, the semantic field of
coercion is ethically graded rather than ontologically fixed.

Ghilza (firmness, severity) as deterrent strictness or moral hardness, constrained
by justice. In verses commanding believers to present “ghilza” toward hostile
aggressors, exegetes stress principled firmness in the service of public safety and
deterrence, not cruelty or spite. The same root can also denote “thickness” or
“hardness” in non-moral contexts. Where ghilza marks interpersonal conduct, it
is contrasted with ra’fa and rigqa (compassion, tenderness) and normatively
bounded so as not to negate the broader ethic of mercy.

Shidda (strength, intensity) in two principal registers. First, as a counterpart to
rahma in communal boundaries: “ashidda’ ala al-kuffar, ruhama’ baynahum”
signals a calibrated ethic—tough-minded resilience against persistent, unjust
aggression, combined with intra-community compassion. Second, as
consolidation and security (“wa shadadna mulkahu’) and as post-battle restraint
and control (“fa shuddu al-wathaq”), where shidda names the governance task of
securing order, preventing escape or espionage, and stabilizing the polity. In other
contexts, “shadid al-adhab” is a rhetorical intensifier for divine retribution against
persistent wrongdoing, not a human license for cruelty.

Fazz (coarseness of speech) as socially corrosive harshness. Appearing once in
3:159, it marks rough-tongued, hard-hearted conduct that repels people and
fractures communal cohesion. Exegetes read the verse as an explicit rejection of
abrasive leadership and as an injunction to seek pardon, pray for others, and
consult them—a procedural ethic that undercuts demeaning or derisive discourse.
Ghadhab (anger) as divine displeasure and sanction. Qur’anic “ghadhab” tracks
moral realities: obstinate denial, covenant-breaking, or grave injustice attracts
divine anger, often paired with warnings of punishment. For human agents, the
analysis yields two controls: anger is not an autonomous warrant for harm; and
any responsive coercion must align with right and guidance (aimed at correction,
not vengeance). Where hope of reform is foreclosed, the tradition still subjects
coercive measures to proportionality, due process, and higher aims (restoring
right, protecting life).

Antonymic field: afw and safh (pardon and gracious overlooking), rifg
(gentleness), mudara (forbearing tact), tasahul/tasamuh (tolerance), and the
characterization of the religion as “samhah sahlah” (magnanimous and easy).
These terms do not merely “soften” the message; they provide primary ethical
defaults. Afw and safh are repeatedly commended, including in Medinan texts,
indicating that pardon is not abrogated by the institution of jihad; rather, each
applies to its proper situation. Mudara integrates prudence with kindness, often
directed toward opponents to de-escalate harm. Tasamuh and tasahul, while not
identical with Islamic concepts like rahma or ihsan, overlap in practice as public
virtues that enable coexistence, without collapsing moral boundaries. The default
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posture, then, is lenience where it prevents harm and upholds dignity; firmness is
exceptional, remedial, and rule-governed.

Conceptual implications for ayat al-ahkam. Penal verses and wartime permissions
are best read as historically situated instruments to secure justice, protect the
vulnerable, and deter aggression. Their application is not automatic or
transhistorical in form; it is conditioned by time, place, evidentiary standards,
procedural justice, and proportionality. The study thus rejects both extremes:
romantic universalization of lenience that disables order, and absolutist literalism
that ignores magasid (higher objectives) and changing circumstances.

From “violence” to wrong and right uses of force. The Qur’anic paradigm
distinguishes illegitimate violence—unjust harm to life, honor, property, or
rights—from legitimate, ethically bounded coercion deployed to restore right,
defend the community, and deter aggression. The criteria that emerge are: justice
(no zulm), proportionality (kafa’a between offense and response), control (no
cruelty, no vengeance), purpose (guidance, protection, restoration), and
preference for non-violent remedies where these can achieve the just aim.

Conclusion

The Qur’an does not present violence as a value but condemns wrongful harm
(zulm) while permitting measured force only under strict conditions to uphold
justice and protect society. Terms like ghilza, shidda, fazz, and ghadhab are
balanced by afw, safh, rifg, mudara, tasahul, and tasamuh, underscoring that
forgiveness and lenience are the default, while firmness is exceptional, defensive,
and ethically bound. Penal and warfare rulings must therefore be read within their
historical contexts and with attention to proportionality, rights, and procedural
safeguards. For contemporary application, the standard is ethical rather than
literal: any act that violates dignity, exceeds proportion, or seeks vengeance is
illegitimate, and coercion is only justifiable when non-violent alternatives fail. In
this way, Qur’anic discourse frames coercion as a limited tool for justice and
peace, not as a religious ideal.



