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The Function of the Torah in Understanding the Qur’anic
Story of Lot

Ruhollah Najafi*
(Associate Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Kharazmi University)

Abstract

“Lot” is one of the divine prophets mentioned in the Qur’an, who is also spoken
of in the Torah. The reader of the Qur’an, in attempting to understand the
Qur’anic narrative of Lot, often encounters multiple interpretive possibilities and
thus requires corroborating evidence to select the most plausible meaning. In this
regard, the Torah’s background of the Lot story provides numerous clues that aid
in interpreting this Qur’anic account. The Torah plays a significant role in
clarifying several aspects of the narrative: Abraham’s debate to save Lot’s people
in terms of meaning, audience, and addressees; the nature of Lot’s proposal
concerning his daughters; whether the attribution of daughters to Lot should be
taken literally; determining their number; how the people were struck with
blindness; and the chronological ordering of the story’s events. Thus, the ultimate
purpose of this research is to highlight the necessity of recognizing the historical
background in the process of understanding Qur’anic verses, and to demonstrate
that in interpreting Qur’anic stories, situating them within the framework of
earlier sources is inevitable.

Keywords: Lot, Qur’an interpretation, Qur’anic narrative, Torah, narrative
background

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Qur’an did not descend into a vacuum but addressed audiences with pre-
existing narrative repertoires and scriptural memories. Recovering those horizons
of expectation can illuminate ambiguous places in Qur’anic stories. The figure of
Lot (Lut) is shared by the Hebrew Bible and the Qur’an, and their narratives
frequently converge, sometimes even in small details (e.g., the dawn timing of
deliverance). This study argues that, when interpreting the Qur’anic account of
Lot, the biblical precedent (primarily Genesis 18-19) may serve as a valid
external cue—unless clear Qur’anic evidence indicates polemical correction. Put
differently, in domains of overlap the Qur’an often presents itself as confirming
earlier scripture; in the absence of a counter-indicator, the biblical version can
help adjudicate exegetical possibilities. The article therefore asks: how, and at
which junctures, can the Torah tradition clarify the Qur’anic story of Lot?
Focusing on debated nodes—Abraham’s “disputation,” the interlocutor and
scope of his plea, the identity and number of Lot’s “daughters,” the nature of
Lot’s offer to the mob, the sequencing of events across Suirat Hud and Surat al-
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Hijr, and the meaning of “We effaced their eyes”—the study tests whether the
Torah supplies external evidence that narrows interpretive options without
overriding Qur’anic diction.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in intertextual
and semiotic reading. First, it gathers Qur’anic loci pertinent to the Lot narrative
(primarily Had 69-83; 11:74-81; al-Hijr 65-76; al-*Ankabat 31-35; al-Qamar
33-39; al-Mujadilah 1 for the semantics of “mujadalah”). Second, it surveys
classical and modern tafsir (e.g., al-TabarT, al-Zamakhshari, al-Razi, Ibn ‘Ashiir,
Rashid Rida, Sayyid Qutb) to map the main exegetical bifurcations on each issue.
Third, it identifies the parallel biblical passages in Genesis 18-19 (and Judges 19
for a culturally cognate hospitality scene) and treats them as potential external
indicators (qara’in kharijiyyah) that reflect audience background knowledge in
Late Antique Semitic storytelling. Fourth, it formulates a decision rule: where the
Qur’an is concise or leaves alternatives open and no Qur’anic or linguistic cue
signals correction, the biblical precedent may corroborate one reading over
another; where the Qur’an supplies a corrective signal or a strong internal cue,
that cue overrides the precedent. The analysis proceeds node by node, weighing
the lexical semantics, discourse context, and reception history against the biblical
parallel.

Results

Abraham’s “disputation” (Had 74—76) is best read as an extended bargaining over
the minimum number of righteous needed to avert punishment, rather than a
single remark about Lot’s presence. This follows the graded negotiation in
Genesis 18:22-33 and fits the Qur’an’s brevity when no internal cue signals a
correction. On the interlocutor, while many exegetes redirect “he argued with Us”
to the angels to avoid anthropomorphism, the biblical scene has Abraham
addressing the Lord; the most economical reading is direct plea to God, plausibly
in the messengers’ presence. The plea’s scope also appears collective: like
Genesis, it seeks reprieve for the whole community for the sake of a righteous
core, not merely extraction of believers.

Lot’s phrase “my daughters” (Had 78; Hijr 71) most naturally refers to his
biological daughters. The Torah repeatedly speaks of “the two daughters of Lot,”
and the mob’s reply—*“you know we have no claim on your daughters”—reads
more coherently on a literal filiation. As for their number, although the Qur’anic
“banat” is plural and could exceed two, Arabic can use plurals for duals, and
Genesis explicitly names two; thus two is favored while the linguistic possibility
of more remains open.

The nature of Lot’s offer is contested: marriage, a kind of patriarchal transfer, or
an emergency appeasement to avert a worse atrocity. The Qur’an does not use
terms for marriage or ownership; Genesis frames an immediate appeasement
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without contractual language. Philologically, the external precedent tilts away
from formal marriage, though many Muslim exegetes prefer that construal to
avoid imputing wrongdoing to a prophet. The study therefore distinguishes
historical-linguistic reconstruction from doctrinal caution.

On sequencing, Hijr seems to place the evacuation command before the mob’s
arrival, whereas Hiid places it after. Genesis narrates the mob and Lot’s offer first,
then the angels’ disclosure and evacuation order, which supports Hiid’s order;
Hijr is likely a compressed or rhetorically reordered telling. Finally, “We effaced
their eyes” (Qamar 37) aligns with literal blinding, as Genesis 19:11 states, not
merely making the angels unseen. A parallel in Judges 19 shows a wider Near
Eastern hospitality code that, without endorsing its ethics, helps explain the logic
of such extreme offers. Overall, the Torah often corroborates one Qur’anic option
where the Qur’an is concise, but whenever Qur’anic diction or theology provides
a clear cue, that internal frame governs.

Conclusion

Treating the Torah narrative as an external indicator enriches the interpretation
of the Qur’anic story of Lot at several pressure points. It favours reading
Abraham’s “disputation” as an extended bargaining with God over threshold
numbers; supports direct address to God as interlocutor; frames the plea as
seeking collective reprieve; tilts the phrase “my daughters” toward Lot’s
biological daughters, likely two; and backs the literal sense of blinding in “We
effaced their eyes.” It also provides a cultural backdrop for the harsh hospitality
choices narrated in both corpora, while clarifying the likely chronological
sequence of events in line with Sturat Hud. At the same time, invoking the Torah
is not a license to substitute one scripture for another. The Qur’an’s rhetorical
aims, theological safeguards, and its own intertextual economy remain decisive.
The upshot is methodological: where Qur’anic brevity leaves live alternatives and
no corrective signal is present, earlier scriptural memory can function as a
historically plausible clue to audience assumptions; where Qur’anic diction or
doctrinal coherence point elsewhere, those internal cues prevail. More broadly,
this case study models a disciplined use of pre-Qur’anic traditions to reconstruct
the “common story world” of Late Antiquity, thereby sharpening exegetical
judgment without compromising Qur’anic primacy.



