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Abstract

Translation is considered an important and fundamental process in today's era,
and it consists of finding equivalent words of the target language for words of
the source language in the original text, although sometimes it is enough to find
equivalents in order to convey the general meaning of the speech; Therefore, the
translator must evaluate the words and context of the translation and choose the
best equivalent words one after the other. In addition, the way of arranging
words and combining words to create an equivalent meaning is different from
one language to another, and translating words in the order they appear in the
source text may become meaningless in the target language. One of the issues
that is important after translation is translation criticism, which seems very
necessary. In this research, the translation of Professor Hossein Ansarian's
translation of Surah Al-Bagarah and its clarification was investigated with the
descriptive analytical method and the use of library sources, referring to the
theory of "Antoine Berman's" structural-breaking tendencies, and it was
concluded that he has four The author paid attention to "rationalization",
"transparency", "rope" and "boasting" and presented his translation with this
approach, and it is bound to the source text to a great extent.

Keywords: translation criticism, transparency, Antoine Berman's theory, Surah
Bagarah, Hossein Ansarian

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Translating the Qur’an into Persian is among the most intricate challenges in the
field of translation studies, as it entails transferring the meanings of a sacred,
linguistically unique, and rhetorically powerful Arabic text into a structurally
different and culturally distinct language. Although the Qur’an was revealed in



(Ol L o 0y a3 1S2y50 Ralllan) OT3 4 13 oo GLSE ) Ll S s (il slis I WA I

Arabic, its message is universal;, therefore, Persian-speaking Muslims
necessarily depend on translations to understand its teachings. Yet the act of
translation must be approached with extraordinary sensitivity, since the
Qur’an’s linguistic precision, multilayered meanings, and stylistic harmony
require the translator to maintain strict fidelity to both the semantic content and
the rhetorical force of the original. As Safavi notes, proper Qur’an translation
demands mastery of Arabic linguistic structures and deep familiarity with
Persian stylistics, ensuring that meaning is conveyed faithfully without
compromising clarity.

Within this broader context, this study concentrates on the Persian
translation of Stirat al-Bagara by Hussein Ansarian, a widely used contemporary
rendering known for its fluent style and accessibility for modern readers.
Despite its recognition, systematic scholarly evaluation of this translation
through a rigorous theoretical lens has been limited. The present research
addresses this gap by employing Antoine Berman’s theory of deforming
tendencies, a prominent source-oriented model in translation studies that
identifies ways in which translations habitually distort the structure or spirit of
the original text. Berman’s framework is particularly pertinent to Qur’anic
translation, where the preservation of semantic layers, syntactic structures, and
textual foreignness is essential.

The study aims to explore how four of Berman’s tendencies—
rationalization, clarification, expansion, and ennoblement—manifest within
Ansarian’s translation of Stirat al-Baqara. It also examines the degree of fidelity
maintained in conveying Qur’anic meanings and stylistic elements. While it is
hypothesized that Ansarian generally adheres closely to the Arabic source, the
research also anticipates that certain deforming tendencies may appear in the
translation, sometimes contributing to greater clarity for the contemporary
reader and, at other times, creating distances from the Qur’anic formulation.
Methodology
The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical methodology, grounded in
detailed textual comparison and informed by theoretical insights from
translation studies. The corpus consists of the Arabic text of Stirat al-Bagara and
its Persian translation by Hussein Ansarian. Selected verses were chosen based
on how clearly they exhibited Berman’s deforming tendencies or illustrated
shifts in semantic or syntactic structure. The analysis involves close
examination of corresponding Arabic and Persian text segments, noting where
structural transformations, interpretive additions, stylistic modifications, or
elaborations occur.

Secondary sources—including prior studies applying Berman’s theory to
religious and literary translations—serve to contextualize the analysis and
situate it within ongoing scholarly discourse. The methodology also pays
particular attention to one of Ansarian’s stylistic trademarks: his extensive use
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of bracketed explanations. These insertions often provide interpretive or cultural
clarifications and thus serve as essential indicators for detecting clarification
and expansion tendencies. By separating interpretive notes from the main body
of the translation, these brackets offer a clear window into the translator’s
decision-making strategies.

Throughout the analysis, the goal is not merely to label certain features as
“deformations” but to understand the translator’s rationale, the linguistic
constraints he faced, and the interpretive benefits or drawbacks introduced by
these modifications. This approach enables a nuanced understanding of how
translation theory interacts with the practical demands of rendering a sacred
text.

Results

The findings show that the four examined tendencies appear in varying degrees
across Ansarian’s translation, providing a detailed map of how his stylistic and
interpretive choices shape the Persian rendering of Strat al-Bagara.

Rationalization emerges where Ansarian restructures the syntactic
organization of Qur’anic verses to align more naturally with Persian discourse
patterns. Examples include shifting the position of circumstantial clauses,
converting Arabic verbal constructions into Persian nominal sentences, and
breaking long, complex Arabic structures into shorter, more linear Persian
segments. While such rationalization enhances readability and meets target-
language expectations, it may sometimes reduce the rhetorical impact or
rhythmic complexity of the original Qur’anic discourse. Nevertheless, many of
these changes can be attributed to the fundamental structural differences
between Arabic and Persian rather than translator intervention alone.

Clarification is among the most prominent features of Ansarian’s translation.
He frequently adds explanatory material—often in brackets—to resolve
potential ambiguities, contextualize historical references, or highlight
theological implications. For example, culturally specific terms or expressions
with layered meanings are clarified through explicit paraphrases. In some
instances, these additions significantly benefit readers unfamiliar with Qur’anic
context, enabling deeper comprehension. However, from Berman’s perspective,
such clarifications risk reducing polysemy and diminishing the interpretive
openness characteristic of Qur’anic language. The study notes that clarification
is inevitable to some extent, but when overused, it shifts the translation toward
commentary rather than linguistic mediation.

Expansion appears as the most frequent deforming tendency in Ansarian’s
translation. This expansion manifests through the addition of synonymous
expressions, descriptive modifiers, interpretive explanations, and contextual
elaborations that extend the Persian text beyond the original. Some expansions
function pedagogically by helping readers understand implied meanings or
narrative backgrounds; others add emotional or rhetorical emphasis. Yet
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Berman would argue that these expansions often inflate the translation without
adding true semantic depth. The analysis identifies several patterns of
expansion, such as interpretive, respectful, stylistic, and lexical expansion, each
contributing differently to the overall texture of the translation.

Ennoblement, while less frequent, is observable in certain stylistic choices
where Ansarian enhances the aesthetic dimension of the text. Examples include
elevating the tone with poetic phrasing, intensifying descriptions, or adding
metaphorical comparisons. These embellishments reflect Persian literary
sensibilities and may enrich the reading experience. Still, from Berman’s
standpoint, they constitute deviations from the original’s stylistic integrity.

Across these tendencies, the study emphasizes that Ansarian’s translation
remains fundamentally faithful to meaning. His modifications generally seek to
clarify and render Qur’anic discourse accessible rather than to reinterpret or
reshape it. The use of brackets provides transparency by distinguishing
translation from commentary, a practice that supports both scholarly and
devotional use.

Conclusion

The research demonstrates that Berman’s theory of deforming tendencies is a
valuable and effective tool for evaluating translations of the Qur’an, allowing
scholars to systematically identify areas where linguistic fidelity, semantic
accuracy, or stylistic balance are negotiated. Applied to Hussein Ansarian’s
translation of Strat al-Bagara, the theory reveals that although deforming
tendencies do appear—especially expansion and clarification—the translator’s
overall approach remains strongly source-oriented.

Ansarian consistently prioritizes the transmission of meaning, maintaining
close adherence to Qur’anic concepts, and largely avoiding excessive literary
ornamentation or interpretive overreach. His rationalizations stem mostly from
the structural differences between Arabic and Persian, and his clarifications aim
to assist contemporary readers in understanding culturally and theologically
complex passages. Expansion—while pervasive—generally reflects pedagogical
sensitivity rather than textual distortion. Ennoblement occurs selectively and
does not overshadow the primary goal of fidelity to the source.

Ultimately, the study concludes that Ansarian’s translation achieves a careful
balance between respect for the Qur’anic original and the communicative needs
of modern Persian readers. By integrating clarity, accessibility, and textual
transparency, his work exemplifies a thoughtful and conscientious approach to
Qur’anic translation. At the same time, the application of Berman’s model
underscores the interpretive challenges inherent in sacred-text translation and
highlights the ongoing need for critical frameworks that can account for both
linguistic fidelity and reader comprehension.



