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Abstract

The issue of ethics has been one of the most fundamental and important missions
of the prophets, especially the last prophet, which has undergone changes over
time along with the excellence of human thoughts and has been updated along
with the needs of people. Is. Since the beginning of the mission of the Prophet of
Islam (PBUH) and with the revelation of the words of revelation, attention has
been paid to the foundations of Islamic ethics, and these teachings have also
found their way into various literary texts, in such a way that sometimes they are
the cornerstones of many valuable educational texts. These verses and hadiths
have been valuable. One of the important theories that has taken a special look at
the dependence and interference of texts in each other is intertextuality, which
has been associated with many controversies and disputes over time. In this
research, which was carried out with a descriptive-comparative method, relying
on Gerard Genet's theory of intertextuality, we have investigated and analyzed
Alevi ethics in the poetry of two Arabic-language and Persian poets, Safi al-Din
al-Helli and lbn Yamin Faryoumdi. The result of this research indicates that both
poets were influenced by religious texts and especially the hadiths of Imam Ali
(a.s.), and the type of genetic intertextuality in the current research is implicit.
Keywords: adaptation, moral values, Ali's words, poetry, Safi al-Din al-Hilli, Ibn
Yamin Fariumadi

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines how ‘Alid ethical sayings—especially those attributed to
Imam °‘Ali—are reflected in the poetry of two major medieval poets: Saft al-Din
al-Hill1 (Arabic; Mamluk era) and Ibn-Yamin Fartumadi (Persian; Ilkhanid era).
Framed by comparative literature and Gérard Genette’s transtextuality
(intertextuality) theory, the research situates long-standing ethical discourse
within modern critical tools. After surveying prior work on each poet separately,
the study identifies a gap: no comparative analysis of both poets under Genette’s
framework.
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Methodology

This study analyzes a bilingual corpus consisting of selected Arabic poems by
Saft al-Din al-Hilli and Persian poems by Ibn-Yamin Farfumadi that explicitly
thematize ethics, reading them through Gérard Genette’s transtextuality
framework namely intertextuality, paratextuality, metatextuality, hypertextuality,
and architextuality while operationalizing, in practice, the intertextual stratum via
explicit and implicit signals such as quotation, reference, allusion, and classical
plagiat (i.e., unattributed borrowing), following the subtypes outlined by Natalie
Piegay-Gros. The analytic procedure proceeds theme by theme: first, relevant
verses are identified in each poet; second, they are aligned with “Alid source texts
(Qur’an-grounded aphorisms, Nahj al-Balagha, and hadith compilations); third,
each relation is classified as explicit (quotation/reference) or implicit (allusion
/echo), and further tagged for its dominant mode of influence lexical,
propositional, imagistic, translational /reporting, allusive, “inspirational
foundational,” or a multi-strand blend. Guiding the inquiry are two questions:
(RQI1) which “Alid ethical motifs are jointly recurrent across both poets, and
(RQ2) through which Genettean types and subtypes of intertextual relation these
ethical resonances most frequently and saliently manifest.

Results

The results of the study show that across the various ethical themes examined,
the intertextual relation is most often implicit—that is, based on allusion and echo
rather than direct quotation. Only a smaller number of verses contain explicit
citations or references. Instead, the dominant form of influence is what may be
called inspirational-foundational, where the ethical core of ‘Alid sayings is
absorbed into the poetic imagination, and frequently also multi-strand, meaning
that several layers—Iexical, imagistic, and propositional—operate together in a
single passage.

The shared “Alid ethical themes reveal themselves in different but convergent
ways in both poets. Patience under trial, for instance, is figured in metaphors of
the furnace and the sword’s edge dulled by endurance, evoking the implicit
wisdom of Imam ‘AlT’s sayings. Beneficence or ihsan emerges in the image of
generosity as chains or collars binding people in gratitude, with the Arabic verses
picturing this explicitly, while the Persian verses echo the maxim “al-insan ‘abdu
al-ihsan,” showing that kindness subdues hearts. Ascetic restraint, or zuhd, is
equally shared, where both poets stress not to exult over gain nor to mourn loss,
echoing Nahj al-Balagha’s teaching that equilibrium toward fortune defines the
true ascetic. The world itself is often likened to a mirage or a dream: in Arabic
poetry it is “seeking drink from a mirage,” while in Persian lines it is a
shimmering but empty spectacle not to be trusted.

Other themes likewise draw on ‘Alid ethical wisdom. Both poets depict the
futility of human planning before divine decree, showing that when taqdir
unfolds, tadbir falters. Prudence and after-thought (‘aqibat-andishi) are illustrated
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by metaphors of the spring or watering place, advising caution before action.
High aspiration (himmabh ‘aliya) is celebrated in both traditions: in Arabic, the
call to seize opportunities, and in Persian, the link between human dignity before
God and the loftiness of one’s aims. Closely related to this is the theme of dignity
and avoidance of abasement, where even trivial requests are portrayed as
emblems of dishonor. The poets also stress word—deed congruence, insisting that
promises must be realized in action, echoing ‘Alid admonitions that knowledge
and deed together measure worth.

Knowledge itself is elevated above brute force. Arabic verses contrast lost honor
regained by the sword with the higher dignity of the pen, while Persian verses
extol the pen as the “employer of heroes,” resonating with traditions that the
intellect resides at the pen’s tip. Ethical vigilance extends further to guarding
against envy, where the envier is depicted as perpetually ailing or self-consumed
by fire. Contentment (qina‘a) is rendered as the true kingdom possessed, both
poets repeating the notion that the wealth of contentment surpasses worldly rule.
The discipline of the tongue is also stressed: sowing good speech ensures safety,
while Persian lines warn in proverbial style that “walls have ears.”

Several themes underscore restraint: valued silence is described as more eloquent
than speech when no audience is receptive, with Persian imagery comparing
silence to pearls hidden in shells and speech as silver contrasted with the gold of
silence. Secrecy (raz-pushi) is framed as preservation of agency, warning that
even close friends may betray confidences, echoing ‘Alid insistence on the
prudence of keeping one’s secrets.

In sum, the distribution of types confirms that implicit intertextuality—through
allusion, echo, and thematic convergence—far outweighs direct citation. The
most frequent modes of influence are inspirational-foundational, imagistic,
lexical/proverbial, and multi-strand combinations. Explicit quotation and simple
translation appear only occasionally, and more often in Ibn-Yamin’s Persian
verses. This pattern suggests that the ethical authority of ‘Alid sayings functions
less as a set of directly quoted texts and more as a generative reservoir that both
poets drew upon creatively to shape their moral vision.

Conclusion

Comparative reading under Genette’s transtextuality shows that both Saff al-Din
al-Hillt and Ibn-Yamin Farfumadi internalize and refract a shared ‘Alid ethical
repertoire—patience, zuhd, contentment, assent to decree, prudence, tongue-
keeping, silence, secrecy, dignity, knowledge, and high aspiration—mostly
through implicit intertextual relations. While the Arabic corpus often dramatizes
ethics via vivid imagery and maxim-like formulations, the Persian corpus tends
toward didactic compression and proverbialization, with periodic direct
translational echoes. Overall, inspirational-foundational influence is most
frequent, confirming that ‘Alid ethics functions less as verbatim source and more
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as a generative matrix shaping motifs, diction, and moral stance across languages
and literary traditions.



