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Abstract

Recognizing and explaining Quranic concepts in a systematic manner is a topic
that has attracted the attention of many researchers in the field of religious texts,
especially Quranic studies. In this regard, the present study has attempted to
apply Fairclough's theory of critical discourse analysis to the analysis of the
verses of Surah Al-Bagarah to examine the concept of faith and the indicators of
faith in these verses. Since the Holy Quran is considered a supreme example of
rhetoric and eloquence, the manifestations of these indicators have crystallized
in the linguistic structure of the verses and in various types of lexical and
syntactic relations, as well as semantic values and expressive forms. This
research aims to explain the divine discourse on this matter and also to answer
the question of how analyzing these verses based on Fairclough's theory can
lead to expanding and deepening the level of semantic interpretation and
coherence of the concept of faith in the verses of Surah Al-Bagarah, the largest
and second Surah of the Holy Quran. The findings of the research, which were
conducted with a qualitative approach and in a descriptive-analytical manner
and by applying the level of description of Fairclough's model, show that the
word faith in these verses is used in a series of relationships such as semantic
order, congruence, semantic inclusion, synonymy, and semantic contrast and
contradiction with other concepts; a significant part of the current processes is
in the form of adverbs, and the most prominent images are expressed through
contrasting similes. In addition, in the external context, various coherence
elements such as repetition, reference, connection, and deletion are seen. The
results of the research indicate that applying the verses under study to the
Fairclough model can expand the level of interpretation and strengthen the
semantic coherence of these verses regarding the concept of faith.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah, the believers, discourse analysis,
Fairclough

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)
Introduction
Surat al-Baqara, the longest chapter of the Qur’an and a Medinan surah, offers
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one of the most comprehensive Qur’anic constructions of faith (iman) and the
identity of the believers. Its title is linked to the story of the cow of the Children
of Israel, but its dominant concern is the formation of a believing community in
belief, practice, and social ethics. Since the classical sciences of rhetoric
themselves arose from reflection on the Qur’anic text, a renewed, linguistically
grounded reading of Qur’anic discourse remains crucial. Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), especially Norman Fairclough’s model, treats language as
social action and thus allows the verses of al-Bagara to be approached as
discourse rather than as isolated theological statements. While previous research
has treated al-Bagara through speech act theory, conceptual blending, or
metaphor, and faith through mainly doctrinal approaches, no study has
systematically examined how the Qur’an represents “the people of faith” using
Fairclough’s descriptive level. This article addresses that gap.

Methodology

The study adopts Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of CDA but restricts itself to
the first dimension, the descriptive analysis of the text. A set of verses from Surat al-
Bagara that characterize the believers or contrast them with disbelievers, hypocrites, and
other groups is selected and examined in detail. On the descriptive level, the analysis
explores the experiential values of key lexical items (iman, taqwa, huda, islam, birr,
falah), the semantic relations among them (hyponymy, synonymy, antonymy), patterns
of collocation and co-occurrence, grammatical and syntactic choices (tense, voice,
sentence type), cohesive devices (repetition, reference, coordination, ellipsis), and the
limited but strategic use of simile, metaphor, and parable. The method is qualitative and
descriptive—analytical, combining CDA tools with insights from semantics, rhetoric, and
Qur’anic studies.

Results

The findings demonstrate that faith in Surat al-Bagara functions as a dynamic,
relational, and multi-dimensional concept, never isolated from its moral, emotional, and
social contexts. Faith is consistently intertwined with taqwa, guidance, islam,
righteousness, and ultimate salvation, creating a layered semantic architecture. Faith
enables taqwa; taqwa prepares the ground for divine guidance; and guidance ensures
moral clarity and spiritual success. The concept of birr, widely developed in verse 177,
gathers within its scope a constellation of beliefs and actions: belief in God, the Last
Day, angels, scriptures, and prophets; acts of charity; prayer; zakat; fulfillment of
covenants; and patience in times of difficulty. Thus, birr serves as a semantic umbrella
under which faith appears as both a foundational and yet incomplete element unless
accompanied by ethical and ritual performance.

The collocational behavior of Tman further reinforces this relational view. Throughout
al-Bagara, faith appears in constant association with belief in the unseen, performance
of prayer, charity, adherence to prophetic tradition, commitment to divine scripture,
belief in the Last Day, and practice of righteous deeds. It also co-occurs with migration,
striving in God’s path, and fulfillment of moral covenants. This pattern affirms the
Qur’an’s insistence on the three inseparable dimensions of faith: verbal confession,
internal conviction, and outward action. The repeated pairing of faith with salah (prayer)
and infaq (charity) reflects both the spiritual discipline and the social responsibility
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required of believers. Semantic relations amplify this picture. Inclusion relations place
faith within broader constructs such as birr and taqwa, while near-synonymy links
guidance and success to the believer’s state. Antonymy structures much of the surah’s
moral discourse: faith versus disbelief, light versus darkness, guidance versus
misguidance, Paradise versus Fire. The vivid imagery of God bringing believers “from
darknesses into light” while the patrons of the disbelievers lead them into deeper
darkness encapsulates the Qur’an’s moral hierarchy and ideological positioning.
Grammatical patterns further shape this representation. Actions of the believers are
typically expressed in the imperfect tense and active voice—“they believe,” “they
establish,” “they spend”—suggesting continuity and renewal. Imperative and
prohibitive constructions appear frequently in direct addresses beginning with “O you
who believe,” underscoring the believers’ identity as a morally addressed community
bound by divine law. These vocatives introduce rulings on fasting, retaliation, financial
dealings, ethical behavior, and communal discipline. Passive constructions in
eschatological contexts subtly reinforce God’s role as the ultimate agent behind reward
and provision. Cohesive devices strengthen thematic unity: repetition of pronouns and
demonstratives (“those,” “they,” “these”), repeated descriptions of reward and
reassurance (“no fear upon them, nor shall they grieve”), and parallel structures link
verses across the surah into a cohesive discourse on faith. Figurative language, though
employed sparingly, appears in crucial moments: the firm handhold that symbolizes
unshakable faith, the light—darkness imagery that dramatizes spiritual destinies, and
parables of fertile high ground or barren rock that illustrate the outcomes of sincere
versus insincere charity. These images make abstract spiritual concepts physically
imaginable, reinforcing the Qur’anic argument through sensory experience.

Conclusion

Applying Fairclough’s descriptive level to verses on faith in Surat al-Bagara reveals
Tman as a dynamic, relational concept whose validity depends on its integration with
piety, guidance, righteous action, and communal obligations. The Qur’anic image of the
believers emerges from the interaction of lexical choice, semantic relations, grammar,
cohesion, and controlled use of imagery, rather than from doctrinal statements alone.
Faith is consistently represented as more than verbal assent: it requires inner conviction,
continuous practice, and full submission to divine guidance. At the same time, the
discourse constructs sharp contrasts with disbelief, hypocrisy, and injustice, assigning
distinct linguistic and symbolic markers to each group. The study suggests that
Fairclough’s model is highly suitable for Qur’anic analysis and that extending the
inquiry to the interpretive and explanatory levels, and to other surahs, can further enrich
both Qur’anic studies and critical discourse analysis.



