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Abstract

Intertextuality is one of the new literary theories that study the relations between
texts. This literary theory is based on this fact that there is no independent text
and all texts are intertextually related. In the poetry of Tahereh Saffarzadeh,
extensive intertextual relations can be seen. In this intertextual relationship, the
contribution of the Qur'an is very impressive. As a revolutionary poet and with
ideological tendencies, Saffarzadeh has relation with this holy book on different
Literary adaptation, thematic, linguistic and vocabulary levels. The current
research has studied Saffarzadeh's intertextual relations with the Qur'an based
on the genet intertextuality model and with a descriptive-analytical method, and
investigated the different aspects of Saffarzadeh's intertextuality with the
Qur'an, including adaptation, lexical and thematic intertextuality, based on
Gérard Genette's approach to intertextuality. The purpose of the present
research was to reveal the various intertextual effects of Saffarzadeh with the
Quran and the interweaving of themes and Quranic quotations and Quranic
words in Safarzadeh's poetry. The statistical population of the present article
was all the poet's published poems. The result of the present research shows the
extensive intertextuality of Safarzadeh with the Qur'an at different levels.
Safarzadeh has made adaptations from the Qur'an, in addition to that, he has
guoted the words and combinations of the Qur'an as a result of the intertextual
relation with the Qur'an in his poetry and embellished his poetry with the
combinations and words of the Qur'an.

Keywords: Qur'an, intertextuality, Gerard Genette, Tahereh Saffarzadeh

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the intertextual relationship between Tahereh Safarzadeh’s
poetry and the Qur’an, using Gérard Genette’s narrower definition of
intertextuality as the direct co-presence of one text within another. Building on
Julia Kristeva’s foundational concept of intertextuality as a dialogue among
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texts and a mosaic of prior cultural and linguistic materials, the article
highlights how Safarzadeh—a modern, religious, and revolutionary poet—
creates a poetic discourse deeply rooted in Qur’anic language, imagery, and
worldview. While earlier scholars such as Kristeva, Barthes, Jenny, Riffaterre,
and Allen expanded the theoretical framework of intertextuality, Genette refined
it by distinguishing intertextuality from broader transtextual categories.

Although numerous studies have discussed the influence of the Qur’an on
Persian poetry, most analyses of Safarzadeh have treated this influence in
general thematic or structural terms, without examining the precise textual co-
presence of Qur’anic material in her poetry. This study fills that gap by focusing
explicitly on how Qur’anic verses, phrases, and concepts appear—directly or
indirectly—within Safarzadeh’s work. A brief overview of her life and
intellectual background also clarifies her strong grounding in Islamic texts:
educated in Iran, Britain, and the United States, and experienced as both a poet
and translator of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha, she developed a poetic voice
capable of weaving Qur’anic discourse into modern Persian expression with
notable artistic deliberation.

Methodology

The research uses a descriptive—analytical, qualitative method based on close
reading. The primary corpus includes Safarzadeh’s Persian poetry collections—
especially the comprehensive 2011 edition—along with theoretical writings on
intertextuality and works examining Qur’anic influence in literature. Guided by
Genette’s definition of intertextuality as textual co-presence, the analysis
identifies Qur’anic elements in Safarzadeh’s poems and evaluates them
according to their degree of explicitness.

The study distinguishes quotations of Qur’anic text in Arabic, Persian
renderings of Qur’anic expressions with explicit references, and more subtle
allusions recognizable through thematic or lexical cues. Special attention is
given to lexical intertextuality, where individual words or compound
expressions show clear Qur’anic origins—whether as translated equivalents,
derived formations influenced by Qur’anic semantics, or direct borrowings of
Arabic terms. Together, these layers provide a comprehensive picture of how
Safarzadeh’s poetry operates within a Qur’anic intertextual framework at both
thematic and linguistic levels.

Results

The findings show that Qur’anic intertextuality forms the core of Safarzadeh’s
poetic identity. Her poems frequently incorporate direct Arabic quotations from
the Qur'an—such as </ =/ v <ubr _iild ai—which function not as decorative
elements but as central drivers of meaning, imbuing the poems with ethical
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urgency and spiritual resonance. Safarzadeh also embeds many Persian
translations of Qur’anic statements, often with explicit acknowledgment of the
source. These translated passages act as poetic reinterpretations and extend
Qur’anic meaning into a contemporary cultural context.

Lexical intertextuality is especially prominent. Some expressions, like
iy s3(from le) or Cree Cleqfrom o sles < 9), are translation-based. Others,
such as ar—as 4dbpr Laciun 444 are creative formations inspired by Qur’anic
diction. Direct borrowings like 4¥/—wsand _slietain their Qur’anic resonance
while being used to critique modern social conditions such as greed,
consumerism, and systemic injustice. Moreover, a broad layer of implicit
intertextuality emerges through imagery linked to Qur’anic cosmology and
eschatology—mountains as stabilizing pegs, the Day of Separation, or the
anguish of the damned—showing how Qur’anic thought infuses even the
unmarked portions of her poetry. Collectively, these findings demonstrate that
the Qur’an shapes Safarzadeh’s language, imagery, worldview, and ethical
ideals.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Safarzadeh’s poetry displays an unusually dense and
multi-layered intertextual relationship with the Qur’an, surpassing that of many
contemporary poets. Explicit intertextuality—through direct Arabic quotations
and clearly marked translations—is the most prevalent form, though implicit
intertextuality at the lexical and conceptual levels is also significant. This
intertextual network amplifies the rhetorical and spiritual depth of her poetry,
situating it firmly within the Islamic and Shi‘i literary tradition.

Safarzadeh uses Qur’anic references not only to convey ethical and spiritual
ideals but also to critique social injustice, materialism, and oppressive power
structures. Her poetry becomes a medium for renewing collective cultural
memory; she transforms inherited Qur’anic discourse into modern poetic
expression, strengthening its relevance for future generations. In this sense, her
work exemplifies how contemporary Persian poetry can sustain a creative and
critical dialogue with the Qur’anic text while maintaining both artistic
innovation and fidelity to an Islamic worldview.



