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Abctract

The Holy Qur'an has used many methods to guide people, among these
methods, the story of the prophets and their followers has a special attraction for
guidance. The difference in the narration of the story of Prophet Moses, which
was investigated in this research, is among the stories of the Holy Quran that are
repeated in such a way that sometimes a part of the story is written in several
surahs, with different words, which seems to repeat; But every word and
sentence is meant to express a point, and the elements of a story's scene have
different meanings. The results of this research using a descriptive analytical
method show that the main reason for the difference in the words of the story
depends on the context and purpose of the surah in which a scene of the story is
narrated. For example, in Surah Taha, the discussion is about the manifestation
of God's mercy and kindness on the holy valley and Prophet Moses; Therefore,
the discussion of Prophet Moses running back when he saw the dragon is not
discussed in this surah, or in Surah Al-Baqarah, which is the place of God's
blessings on humanity, the type of address of God to the Israelites in this surah
is different from other surahs; Therefore, bringing a scene from the story in
several places in the Qur'an is not a repetition; Rather, it is to express a new
type of Qur'anic style and pursues a new goal.

Keywords: The story of Prophet Moses, the Qur'an, differences in expression,
verbal similarities

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

The story of Prophet Musa occupies a unique position in the Quran as one of the
most extensive and frequently repeated prophetic narratives. The Quran
recounts various stages of Musa’s life, including his birth, upbringing in
Pharaoh’s palace, migration to Madyan, marriage, prophethood, confrontation
with Pharaoh, and the salvation of Bani Israil. Unlike many prophetic accounts
that appear briefly, the narrative of Musa is distributed across numerous surahs
and presented through different linguistic forms and narrative arrangements.
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Although the core events remain constant, the Quran repeatedly introduces
variations in wording, sentence structure, omission, addition, substitution, and
order. These variations form a significant part of what classical scholars
describe as mutashabih lafzi, or verbal similarity in Quranic discourse.

The present study examines the verbal variations in the story of Musa and
investigates the semantic and rhetorical functions of these differences. The
research argues that Quranic repetition is never purposeless; rather, every
linguistic variation corresponds to the thematic context, psychological
atmosphere, and rhetorical objective of each surah. For this reason, the study
analyzes the story according to its chronological sequence, beginning with the
birth of Musa and continuing through his prophetic mission and the events
involving Pharaoh and Bani Israil. This chronological approach allows the
semantic relationships between the repeated passages to become clearer and
reveals the coherence between narrative development and linguistic choice.
Previous studies have discussed the similarities and differences between
specific surahs such as Taha and al-Qasas or have focused generally on verbal
similarities in Quranic narratives. However, few studies have examined the
entire story of Musa through a chronological and contextual analysis of
linguistic variation. The present research therefore seeks to fill this gap by
demonstrating how verbal differences correspond to the emotional and
rhetorical purposes of each surah and how they contribute to the broader
coherence of Quranic discourse.

The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in the classical concept of
mutashabih. Scholars distinguish between semantic ambiguity and verbal
similarity, the latter referring to Quranic verses that share similar structures
while differing in certain lexical or grammatical details. These differences may
involve substitution of words, variation in emphasis, changes in word order,
omission, addition, or shifts in grammatical form. The study adopts this
framework to explore the rhetorical wisdom behind the verbal diversity in the
Musa narrative.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on rhetorical and
semantic analysis of Quranic discourse. The research examines the story of
Musa across several major surahs, especially al-Qasas, al-Shuara, al-Araf, al-
Bagara, and Taha, because these surahs contain the most detailed narrative
presentations. The analysis follows the chronological sequence of events in
Musa’s life in order to identify the semantic significance of repeated passages
and verbal variations within their narrative contexts.

The methodology relies on comparing parallel Quranic passages and analyzing
differences in lexical choice, grammatical construction, omission, addition, and
word order. Each variation is examined in relation to the thematic atmosphere
of the surah in which it appears. Particular attention is devoted to the
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psychological and rhetorical dimensions of the narrative, such as fear,
reassurance, confrontation, warning, and divine mercy. Classical exegetical
works and rhetorical studies are employed to support the linguistic analysis and
explain the semantic implications of specific expressions.

The study also considers the relationship between Quranic wording and the
broader objectives of each surah. For example, al-Qasas is characterized by an
atmosphere of fear, danger, and divine protection, while al-Naml emphasizes
honor, reassurance, and certainty. These thematic differences explain why the
same event may appear with distinct expressions in different contexts. Through
this contextual approach, the research demonstrates that verbal variation in the
Quran serves rhetorical precision rather than stylistic repetition.

In addition, the analysis investigates how semantic nuances emerge through
apparently synonymous expressions. Variations between verbs such as ata and
jaa, salluk and adkhil, or between phrases such as innaka min al-aminin and inni
la yakhafu ladayya al-mursalun are examined carefully to reveal their rhetorical
appropriateness. The study thus combines semantic analysis, contextual
interpretation, and rhetorical criticism to uncover the artistic coherence of the
Quranic narrative.

Results

The analysis reveals that verbal variations in the story of Musa are closely
connected to the thematic and emotional atmosphere of each surah. In Surah al-
Qasas, which emphasizes fear, vulnerability, and divine care, expressions
associated with anxiety and uncertainty frequently appear. Terms such as
khaifan, yatarraqab, la takhaf, and inni akhafu reflect the psychological
condition of Musa and correspond to the broader context of persecution and
escape. By contrast, Surah al-Naml emphasizes reassurance, certainty, and
divine honor, leading to the use of stronger and more confident expressions.
One of the major findings concerns the semantic distinction between similar
verbs. For example, the variation between latiyannakum and saatikum in the
descriptions of the fire reflects differing emotional states. In al-Qasas, Musa
speaks with uncertainty because he is in a state of fear, whereas in al-Naml the
wording expresses greater confidence and certainty. Similarly, the distinction
between ata and jaa reflects varying rhetorical implications, since jaa often
conveys effort and intensity while ata suggests easier arrival. Such differences
demonstrate the precision of Quranic lexical selection.

The study also shows that variations in pronouns, grammatical structure, and
word order correspond to contextual purposes. In Surah al-Shuara, the
confrontation between Musa and Pharaoh is depicted with stronger rhetorical
intensity, which explains expressions such as amantum lahu and the repeated
emphasis in Pharaoh’s threats. By contrast, Surah al-Araf presents the same
events with less intensity because the focus is broader and includes the
historical condition of Bani Israil rather than direct confrontation alone.
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Another significant result concerns the symbolic and semantic dimensions of
specific words describing Musa’s miracles. The transformation of the staff is
described through different expressions such as thuaban, hayya tasaa, and
kaannaha jann. Each term reflects a distinct aspect of the miracle. Thuaban
emphasizes the terrifying size of the serpent and corresponds to the public
confrontation with Pharaoh, while hayya highlights the miracle of life itself, and
jann conveys rapid movement and the fear experienced by Musa. These
variations reveal the Quran’s ability to portray psychological and visual
dimensions through subtle lexical differences.

The analysis of Surah al-Bagara demonstrates that variations in the narrative
concerning Bani Israil also reflect thematic objectives. Expressions involving
divine blessings employ forms emphasizing abundance and generosity, whereas
verses concerned with rebuke and condemnation adopt shorter and less
emphatic constructions. Similarly, the differences between infajarat and
inbajasat in the story of water flowing from the rock indicate stages of water
emergence, with the first referring to abundant eruption and the second to initial
flow.

The study further demonstrates that repetition in the Quran strengthens narrative
coherence rather than producing redundancy. Each retelling of the Musa
narrative highlights a particular dimension suitable for the surah’s objectives.
Consequently, the verbal differences are not random stylistic variations but
deliberate rhetorical choices that deepen meaning and reinforce the emotional
and theological impact of the narrative.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the verbal similarities and variations in the story of
Musa constitute a remarkable aspect of Quranic rhetorical and semantic
coherence. Although many passages describe the same events, every variation
in wording, syntax, emphasis, or order serves a specific contextual and
rhetorical purpose. The Quran therefore transforms repetition into a
sophisticated literary technique that enriches meaning and adapts the narrative
to the thematic objectives of each surah.

The findings confirm that the story of Musa cannot be understood fully through
isolated verse comparison alone. Rather, the semantic value of each expression
emerges through its relationship with the emotional atmosphere, rhetorical
function, and thematic orientation of the surah. Expressions associated with
fear, reassurance, confrontation, or divine mercy correspond directly to the
psychological and narrative context in which they appear.

The study also demonstrates the importance of chronological analysis in
understanding Quranic narratives. Following the events of Musa’s life
sequentially clarifies the relationship between repeated passages and reveals
how the Quran develops meaning progressively across different contexts. This
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approach highlights the interconnectedness of Quranic discourse and its ability
to combine narrative repetition with rhetorical diversity.

Ultimately, the research confirms that verbal variation in the Quran is a
deliberate and meaningful stylistic strategy. The differences in lexical choice,
grammatical structure, and rhetorical emphasis in the story of Musa contribute
to the artistic and semantic richness of the Quran and demonstrate the precision
of its linguistic expression. Through these variations, the Quran presents a
dynamic narrative that combines historical continuity, psychological depth, and
rhetorical eloquence within a unified theological message.



