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Abstract

In the creation of a work, in addition to the text, factors such as the title,
introduction, cover design, editorial, interruption of the work, etc. are involved,
which are called paratext. Paratext has various functions such as completing,
decorating and introducing the main text. Paratext has a stronger role in
children's literature than in adult literature; Because in order to better
understand the text, the child needs a stimulus outside the text that provides the
necessary space to understand the text and provides a suitable interpretation of
the text for him. "Al-Hosseini Al-Saghir" children's magazine is one of the most
up-to-date Islamic children's magazines, which has been welcomed by a large
number of Arab children with its diversity in form and content, and has been
published since 2009. In this research, an attempt is made to examine the most
important paratextual elements of the 2020 issues of this monthly based on the
descriptive-analytical method and analyze the functions of each of them. The
results show that the title "Al-Hosseini al-Saghir" is related to the ideology and
attitude of the editors of the magazine on the one hand and to the child and his
surrounding environment on the other hand. The two layers of the language
system and the image system are placed in a frame called the cover design and
the editorial as a threshold to enter the main text of the magazine. The sum of
the meanings of the two mentioned systems helps to understand the image and
receive the content of the magazine.

Keywords: Islamic literature, paratext, title, cover design, "Al-Hosseini al-
Saghir"

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

Paratext is one of the central concepts in modern literary criticism, especially
after the rise of post-structuralist theories that emphasized the relationship
between text and reader. Gerard Genette introduced the concept in his work
Thresholds, defining paratext as the collection of textual and visual elements
that surround the main text and mediate the reader’s access to it. These elements
include titles, cover designs, introductions, illustrations, editorials, typography,
and layout. Although they are not part of the core text itself, they play an
essential role in shaping meaning, directing interpretation, and influencing
reception. In children’s literature, paratext is particularly important because
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children usually encounter the visual and external aspects of a publication
before reading its content.

The present study examines the paratextual elements of the Iraqi Islamic
children’s magazine al-Husayni al-Saghir. Published monthly since 2009 under
the supervision of the al-Husayni shrine, the magazine combines educational,
religious, ethical, and entertaining content directed toward Arab children. Each
issue includes illustrated stories, poetry, handicrafts, puzzles, Quranic lessons,
educational games, and cultural materials designed according to the cognitive
and emotional needs of children. The study focuses on issues 129-140
published in 2020 because these issues represent the most graphically advanced
and accessible stage available on the magazine’s official website.

The research aims to analyze the role of paratextual elements in attracting
children, guiding interpretation, and preparing readers to enter the textual world
of the magazine. It investigates the relationship between the title, cover design,
editorials, typography, illustrations, and magazine format and the ideological
and educational orientation of the publication. The study also seeks to determine
how linguistic and visual systems cooperate in communicating moral and
religious values to children.

Previous studies on paratext have largely focused on novels, poetry, and
translation studies, while research concerning Arabic children’s magazines
remains very limited. Existing scholarship has shown that paratextual elements
influence interpretation and establish reading expectations. However, no major
study has addressed paratext in specialized Arabic children’s magazines. This
research therefore fills an important gap by exploring the role of paratext in al-
Husayni al-Saghir and highlighting its contribution to Islamic children’s
literature.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on Genette’s theory of
paratextuality. The analysis concentrates on internal paratextual elements
because external elements such as interviews, reviews, and advertisements
related to the magazine are not sufficiently available. Accordingly, the research
examines titles, cover designs, editorials, typography, illustrations, section
headings, and magazine format.

The methodology focuses on the interaction between linguistic and visual
systems in producing meaning. Since children’s literature depends heavily on
visual communication, the study pays special attention to illustrations, colors,
typography, and layout. These elements are analyzed in relation to children’s
psychological and cognitive characteristics, particularly those belonging to
middle childhood age groups. The research also examines how paratextual
elements function according to four major purposes identified in literary theory:
identification, description, implicit signification, and persuasion.
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Particular emphasis is placed on the title al-Husayni al-Saghir as the first
threshold through which children encounter the magazine. The study analyzes
the relationship between the title and the ideological orientation of the
publication. The term al-Husayni evokes the ethical and spiritual values
associated with Imam Husayn, while al-Saghir identifies the intended audience
as children. The research further investigates recurring visual patterns,
illustrated stories, editorial themes, and educational activities in order to
understand how paratext guides interpretation and encourages engagement.
Results

The analysis demonstrates that paratextual elements in al-Husayni al-Saghir
play a central role in attracting children and preparing them to interact with the
magazine’s content. The title performs both informative and persuasive
functions. The word al-Husayni immediately connects the publication with
Islamic and Husayni values such as justice, courage, sacrifice, honesty, and
loyalty, while al-Saghir clearly indicates that the magazine addresses children.
Through this title, readers form initial assumptions about the nature and purpose
of the magazine before engaging with its content.

The study also reveals that cover designs effectively combine visual and
linguistic elements to communicate meaning. Most covers rely on direct visual
representation rather than symbolic abstraction, reflecting awareness of
children’s preference for clear and realistic imagery. Covers related to religious
occasions such as the birth of Imam Ali, Shaabani celebrations, Ramadan, and
the birth of Imam al-Rida employ bright colors, smiling figures, and
recognizable Islamic symbols to create emotional attraction and cultural
familiarity. Typography further strengthens the magazine’s identity by
integrating visual beauty with linguistic clarity.

Editorials constitute another important paratextual element. Positioned
consistently at the beginning of each issue, they introduce central moral or
social themes that later appear throughout the magazine in stories, activities,
and illustrations. For example, editorials discussing cooperation during the
COVID-19 pandemic are reinforced through narratives encouraging solidarity,
family assistance, and charitable work. This repetition creates coherence
between the editorial discourse and the educational goals of the magazine.
Illustrated stories are among the most influential components of the magazine.
Images often communicate meaning more effectively than written text and
allow children to understand stories intuitively. The narratives rely on simple
language, vivid illustrations, and emotionally engaging situations suitable for
children’s cognitive development. Educational sections on traffic rules,
scientific discoveries, historical places, and animal intelligence also reveal a
successful balance between entertainment and instruction.

Another important finding concerns the magazine’s physical format. The
medium-sized rahli format provides enough space for illustrations, handicrafts,
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and interactive activities. This design encourages participation and creativity by
allowing children to engage directly with the material through coloring, puzzles,
and practical exercises. The format therefore functions as an important
paratextual feature supporting educational and emotional interaction.
Conclusion

The study concludes that paratextual elements in a/-Husayni al-Saghir perform
essential educational, communicative, and aesthetic functions. These elements
are not merely decorative additions but active components that shape
interpretation, guide reading expectations, and facilitate the child’s entry into
the textual world of the magazine. Through titles, illustrations, typography,
editorials, and layout design, the magazine successfully creates an attractive
Islamic educational environment for children.

The findings indicate that the dominant functions of paratext in the magazine
are attraction and information. Children develop preliminary expectations
through external visual and linguistic features before reading the magazine’s
content. These expectations are later reinforced by the consistency between
paratextual design and textual themes. Such coherence strengthens the
effectiveness of the magazine in transmitting moral, religious, and cultural
values.

The study also highlights the importance of visual communication in children’s
literature. Clear imagery, bright colors, realistic illustrations, and harmonious
typography help children understand themes intuitively and emotionally. The
integration of visual and linguistic systems demonstrates awareness of
children’s psychological and cognitive needs and increases their engagement
with the publication.

Ultimately, the research confirms that paratext functions as a bridge between
text and child reader in Islamic children’s literature. Through carefully designed
paratextual strategies, al-Husayni al-Saghir succeeds in combining
entertainment, education, and ideological guidance within an appealing artistic
framework. The magazine therefore represents a successful model of
contemporary Arabic children’s publishing and demonstrates the importance of
paratextual studies in understanding children’s literary reception.



