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Abstract

"Jedal" is one of the most influential words in the Quranic worldview, which is
used about 29 times in the Holy Quran in various forms. "Semantic component"
is one of the theories of structural semantics, which enters the deeper semantic
layers of words by relying on intra-textual relationships. Considering the
effective role of "Jedal" in accepting or rejecting the divine call and its effect on
the fate of human beings, it is necessary to explain the components of this word
in the Quran. The present article aims to provide a methodical analysis of this
concept in the Holy Qur'an by an analytical descriptive style, relying on the
model of component analysis and reflection on the companions of the word
"Jedal". In this research, it appears that most of the uses of the word "Jedal" in
the Qur'an are of the false type, and the "Jedal Ahsan" (best disputation) is
based on clear signs and solid reasons and has a solid origin. In the axis of
coexistence, the word "Jedal" has been semantically connected with many key
words. Accuracy in these co-occurrences shows that the word "Allah" is at the
top of all key words in the semantic field of "Jedal".

Keywords: Izutsu, constructivist semantics, component analysis, coexistence
relations, Jedal

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

Semantic analysis is one of the most important approaches in modern linguistics
for uncovering the precise meanings of words within a linguistic system.
Among the major semantic theories, the structural and synchronic approaches
developed by Ferdinand de Saussure and later expanded by Toshihiko Izutsu
have had a significant impact on Quranic studies. Saussure argued that words do
not possess meaning independently; rather, meaning emerges through relations
with other words within a language system. [zutsu applied this principle to the
Quran and demonstrated that Quranic concepts form interconnected semantic
fields reflecting the worldview of the text. According to this perspective, the
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meaning of a Quranic term can only be understood through its contextual
associations and oppositions with related concepts.

The present study investigates the semantic field of the word jidal in the Quran.
Originally, the root j-d-1 in classical Arabic referred to twisting a rope tightly
and firmly. Through semantic development, the term later came to signify
dispute, verbal conflict, and argumentative struggle. In the Quran, however,
jidal acquires a religious and moral dimension connected to concepts such as
tawhid, iman, kufr, guidance, and revelation. The study aims to identify the
lexical companions of jidal in Quranic discourse and extract its semantic
components through the syntagmatic relationships surrounding the word.
Previous studies on jidal have generally focused on ethical debate, rhetorical
dialogue, and distinctions between praiseworthy and blameworthy disputation
using classical exegetical and lexical methods. Despite their value, these studies
rarely employed modern semantic theories. The current research therefore seeks
to fill this gap by applying structural semantics and Izutsu’s semantic field
theory to reveal the conceptual organization of jidal in the Quran.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on synchronic
semantics and semantic field analysis. Drawing on the theories of Saussure and
Izutsu, the research examines Quranic occurrences of jidal through contextual
relations and lexical associations. The analysis focuses on two major semantic
axes: syntagmatic relations, which concern the words accompanying jidal in
Quranic verses, and paradigmatic relations, which involve semantic oppositions
such as iman versus kufr and huda versus dalal.

The research begins with an examination of the lexical meaning of jidal in pre-
Islamic poetry and classical Arabic dictionaries. Lexicographers such as Ibn
Manzur, Raghib al-Isfahani, and Ibn Faris explain that the root originally
indicated firmness and twisting, before expanding to signify persistent dispute
and verbal confrontation. This lexical foundation helps distinguish between the
original meaning of the word and the specialized Quranic meaning developed
within the semantic system of revelation.

The study then analyzes the contextual companions of jidal in Quranic verses.
Important associated expressions include Allah, ayat Allah, kufr, shaytan, ghayr
ilm, kitab munir, hikma, mawiza hasana, iman, and islam. Through these
associations, the study identifies the semantic components of both condemnable
disputation and praiseworthy disputation. The methodology also relies on
semantic oppositions and negative forms, a principle emphasized by Izutsu, to
determine how the Quran differentiates between legitimate and illegitimate
forms of argumentation.

Results

The analysis reveals that the Quran presents jidal in two opposing semantic
categories: jidal batil and jidal ahsan. Blameworthy disputation is consistently
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associated with disbelief, arrogance, ignorance, and rejection of divine
revelation. One of the strongest semantic associations appears between jidal and
the concept of Allah, especially in verses discussing divine unity and revelation.
Expressions such as fi Allah and fi ayat Allah indicate that false disputation is
primarily directed against tawhid and prophetic truth.

The study also shows that terms such as kufr, shaytan, and ittiba form a negative
semantic field around jidal. The Quran portrays those who engage in false
disputation as lacking true knowledge and following satanic influence rather
than reason and guidance. Expressions such as ale 2%, la huda, and la kitab
munir emphasize the absence of rational proof, revelation, and divine guidance.
Furthermore, the association between jidal and kufr demonstrates that
disputation against divine signs is one of the defining characteristics of
disbelief.

Another important finding concerns the ethical and psychological dimensions of
jidal. The Quran repeatedly connects false disputation with arrogance and
tyranny through expressions such as kull qalb mutakabbir jabbar. This indicates
that condemnable disputation originates not merely from intellectual
disagreement but from moral corruption and pride. Similarly, references to
taqallub fi al-bilad suggest that hostile disputation may involve political and
social power intended to weaken believers and oppose divine truth.

In contrast, jidal ahsan is associated with wisdom, guidance, and moral
refinement. The verse udu ila sabil rabbika bil hikma wal mawiza al hasana wa
jadilhum billati hiya ahsan establishes the principles of proper dialogue in
Islam. Hikma signifies rational certainty and intellectual strength, while mawiza
hasana refers to gentle and persuasive counsel. The expression billati hiya ahsan
indicates that successful dialogue depends on ethical conduct, respectful speech,
and avoidance of hostility and humiliation.

The narratives of prophets in the Quran further illustrate the nature of
praiseworthy disputation. The dialogue of Prophet Nuh with his people reflects
persistent efforts to guide them toward truth despite their rejection and mockery.
Likewise, the argument of Prophet Ibrahim with the angels concerning the
people of Lut demonstrates compassion and hope for their guidance rather than
opposition to divine decree. The story of the believing woman in Surat al-
Mujadala also reveals that jidal may function as a legitimate means of
abolishing unjust social customs and seeking justice through dialogue.
Conclusion

The study concludes that the Quran transformed the inherited Arabic concept of
jidal into a comprehensive ethical and theological concept integrated within the
Quranic worldview. Through contextual associations and semantic oppositions,
the Quran established two distinct semantic systems surrounding the term: one
negative system connected with kufr, arrogance, ignorance, and satanic
influence, and another positive system connected with wisdom, faith, guidance,



s By 5 ASTB L OTE s« gily s asuwé*déil \MI

and submission to divine truth. The findings confirm the effectiveness of
Izutsu’s semantic methodology in understanding Quranic concepts. Meaning in
the Quran emerges not from isolated words but from interconnected semantic
networks that reflect broader religious and moral values. The semantic field of
jidal demonstrates that the Quran does not reject debate itself; rather, it
distinguishes between destructive disputation motivated by pride and beneficial
dialogue aimed at guidance and reform. The study also highlights the central
role of tawhid in organizing Quranic semantic fields. The concept of Allah
functions as the primary semantic center governing the meaning of jidal and
determining its positive or negative orientation. False disputation opposes
divine revelation and leads to disbelief, while praiseworthy disputation seeks
truth through wisdom, justice, and ethical conduct. Ultimately, the research
demonstrates the importance of modern semantic approaches in Quranic studies.
By examining lexical relationships and conceptual structures, semantic analysis
provides a deeper understanding of Quranic discourse and reveals the close
relationship between language, worldview, ethics, and theology in the Quran.



