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Objective: This study examines the rhetorical phenomenon of Qasr, understood as the
attribution of one element to another while negating it from others, as one of the strongest
methods of emphasis in Arabic rhetoric. Given its central role in interpreting religious
discourse, especially the Holy Quran, the study aims to investigate the limitations of
traditional rhetorical classifications of qasr and to propose a new classification based on
the concepts of atlaq and taqyid in the maqsur alayh.

Method: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. It systematically extracts
Quranic verses that contain qasr, with special attention to corresponding verses in which
the structure of restriction appears in different contextual forms. The analysis focuses on
identifying whether the maqsur alayh is presented in an absolute or restricted form and
on examining how this affects the semantic and rhetorical function of qasr within the
Quranic text.

Results: The findings show that the absolute or restricted nature of the maqsur alayh plays
a fundamental role in producing meaning and guiding interpretation. Traditional
classifications of qasr, which mainly depend on the semantic relationship between its
elements, are insufficient to explain all rhetorical dimensions of this phenomenon. The
study demonstrates that the presence of atlaq and taqyid creates new rhetorical effects and
reveals deeper layers of Quranic eloquence. Based on this analysis, qasr can be classified
into four main types: absolute qasr, restricted qasr, compound qasr, and multiple qasr.
The variety of restrictions applied to the maqgsur alayh contributes to different levels of
conceptual complexity in the expression of limitation within Quranic verses.
Conclusions: The study concludes that examining qasr through the lens of atlaq and
taqyid offers a more precise understanding of its semantic and rhetorical functions in the
Holy Quran. This approach provides a basis for a new classification that has been largely
neglected in traditional rhetoric. By highlighting the role of restriction in shaping
meaning, the study opens new perspectives for Quranic rhetorical analysis and
encourages deeper reflection on the expressive and interpretive richness of the Quranic
text.
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Introduction

Precise interpretation of the Holy Quran requires a deep engagement with Arabic linguistic
subtleties and classical rhetorical structures. Among these structures, qasr (restriction or
exclusivity) stands as one of the most powerful devices of emphasis in Arabic rhetoric, playing
a crucial role in shaping meaning and guiding interpretation. Qasr functions by limiting a
concept to a specific domain, thereby intensifying clarity, precision, and communicative force.
In Qur’anic discourse, this rhetorical device is not merely stylistic but deeply semantic,
contributing to theological, juridical, and interpretive dimensions of meaning.

Despite extensive classical and modern scholarship on qasr, existing classifications remain
insufficient in fully explaining the rhetorical intentions behind its diverse usages in the Qur’an.
Traditional categorizations such as haqiqi and idafi qasr, or divisions based on grammatical
structure, often fail to capture subtle semantic distinctions arising from variation in al-maqsur
alayh (the restricted element), particularly in relation to itlaq (absoluteness) and taqyid
(restriction through qualification). As demonstrated in the study, these limitations necessitate a
revised analytical framework capable of addressing previously overlooked rhetorical patterns .
This research addresses this gap by proposing a novel typology of qasr based on the structural
and semantic status of al-maqsur alayh. It argues that Qur’anic instances of qasr can be more
accurately understood through a system that considers whether the restricted element is
expressed in absolute, qualified, compound, or multiple forms. This perspective not only refines
rhetorical analysis but also enhances interpretive depth in Qur’anic exegesis.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in classical Arabic rhetoric
(balagha) and Qur’anic linguistic analysis. Its primary corpus consists of selected Qur’anic
verses containing explicit and implicit forms of qasr. These verses are examined in their
syntactic, semantic, and contextual dimensions to determine how restriction is constructed and
what rhetorical implications arise from variations in structure.

The analytical procedure focuses on identifying the nature of al-maqgsur and al-maqsur alayh,
with special attention to the presence or absence of linguistic qualifiers. These qualifiers include
grammatical attachments such as prepositional phrases, genitive constructions, adjectival
modifiers, and syntactic compounds. The study also draws on classical tafsir literature to
contextualize meaning and to evaluate how traditional scholars have interpreted instances of
restriction. In doing so, it integrates rhetorical theory with exegetical practice.

Furthermore, the research engages in comparative analysis across verses with similar thematic
content, allowing for the identification of variations in restriction patterns within unified
semantic fields. This comparative dimension is essential for revealing how changes in
qualification (itlaq vs taqyid) affect meaning, emphasis, and theological implication. The study
also builds upon prior rhetorical classifications while critically reassessing their limitations, as
noted in the reviewed literature and earlier scholarly discussions within the source text .

Results

The findings of this research demonstrate that qasr in the Qur’an exhibits a more complex and
structured system than previously recognized. The proposed classification identifies four
primary categories based on the semantic structure of al-maqsur alayh: mufrad (simple or
unqualified restriction), muqayyad (qualified restriction), murakkab (composite restriction),
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and mutaaddid (multiple restriction). Each category reflects a distinct rhetorical strategy and
contributes differently to meaning construction.

In qasr al-mufrad, the restricted element appears without any significant qualification,
producing a strong sense of generality and absolute exclusivity. This form emphasizes
foundational theological or ethical truths by stripping away contextual limitation. In contrast,
qasr al-muqayyad introduces meaningful qualifiers that narrow interpretation and highlight
specific dimensions of the restricted concept. These qualifiers are not merely grammatical
additions but essential semantic components that shape interpretive boundaries.

The category of gasr al-murakkab involves tightly integrated structural components in which
multiple qualifiers function as a unified conceptual system. Here, meaning emerges from the
interaction between interdependent elements that cannot be separated without damaging the
semantic integrity of the expression. This type reflects a higher level of rhetorical complexity,
where meaning is constructed through layered syntactic and conceptual relations. Finally, qasr
al-mutaaddid presents multiple potential restricted elements within a single structure, each
capable of functioning independently or collectively depending on contextual interpretation.
This form highlights the flexibility of Qur’anic expression and its ability to accommodate
multiple interpretive pathways.

Overall, the analysis reveals that variation in restriction patterns significantly influences
meaning, interpretive scope, and rhetorical force. The study shows that even minor syntactic
changes, such as the addition or omission of a qualifier, can produce substantial shifts in
theological emphasis. These findings confirm that qasr is not a uniform rhetorical device but a
dynamic system of meaning construction deeply embedded in Qur’anic discourse.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the rhetorical structure of qasr in the Holy Quran is more nuanced
and systemically organized than classical classifications have fully accounted for. By
introducing a typology based on the nature of al-maqsur alayh, the research provides a more
precise framework for understanding how restriction operates across different Qur’anic
contexts. This framework enhances both rhetorical analysis and exegetical interpretation.

The results highlight that distinctions between absolute and qualified forms of restriction are
not merely stylistic variations but fundamental semantic mechanisms that shape meaning and
guide theological understanding. The proposed categories offer a new interpretive lens that can
be applied not only to Qur’anic studies but also to broader fields of Arabic rhetoric and
linguistic theory.

Ultimately, this research contributes to bridging the gap between classical balagha and
contemporary linguistic analysis by offering a structured and context-sensitive model of qasr.
Future studies may extend this model to other rhetorical devices or apply it to comparative
textual traditions, thereby expanding its analytical and theoretical relevance.
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