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Abstract

Bustani is one of the authors has looked at rhetoric with a new perspective and
has presented a new method for analyzing islamic texts. he has expressed his
views with emphasis on islamic texts and in this regard,has divided the
constituent elements in the text into eight elements; intellectual, thematic,
semantic, verbal, visual, phonetic, formal and structural. the 230 sermon of
nahj-albalaghah as one of the islamic texts has many and valuable topics Which
are good guidelines for all ages. the present study examined of the said sermon
by descriptive-analytical method and on the basis of eight elements by Bustani
which study can reveal to the reader the hidden rhetorical and literary beauties
in it and achieved the results that imam has presented his intended concepts to
the reader in the most beautiful format with the approach message multiplicity
and subject multiplicity, by using,confrontation,detail, simile, symbol,
metaphor, eloquent words and sentences, narrative and conversation style, pun,
Balance, subject structure and homogeneity which are of most important
components of the constituent elements of 230 sermon.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 230, Mahmoud al-Bustani, modern
rhetoric, literary elements

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

The study of rhetoric has long functioned as a central discipline for analyzing
literary texts and uncovering their aesthetic and semantic dimensions. In the
Arabic literary tradition, classical rhetoric developed a highly structured system
grounded in three main sciences: ma‘ani (meanings), bayan (clarity and
figurative expression), and badi‘ (embellishment). These branches provided
scholars with refined tools for interpreting eloquence and stylistic beauty.
However, with the evolution of literary forms and the emergence of modern
interpretive approaches, many scholars have begun to question whether this
inherited framework remains sufficient. Among the most prominent voices
advocating for a renewed rhetorical theory is Mahmoud al-Bustani, who
contends that traditional rhetoric—formulated more than a millennium ago—
cannot fully account for the complexity of texts when examined through
contemporary analytical perspectives.
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Al-Bustani proposes a comprehensive reformulation that integrates classical
rhetorical insights with a broader, more holistic methodology rooted in Islamic
epistemology. His model of modern rhetoric introduces eight interrelated
elements for textual analysis: intellectual, thematic, semantic, imagistic, lexical,
musical, formal, and structural. Rather than focusing on isolated rhetorical
devices, this framework emphasizes the organic unity of the text and the
interaction of its components. Such an approach is especially effective for
analyzing religious texts, where linguistic artistry and ethical guidance are
deeply intertwined.

Within this theoretical context, the present study examines Sermon 230 from
Nahj al-Balagha, attributed to Ali ibn Abi Talib. This sermon addresses central
themes such as piety, the transient nature of worldly life, preparation for the
afterlife, and the qualities of ascetics. Although Nahj al-Balagha has been
widely studied through classical rhetorical perspectives, this particular sermon
has not been systematically analyzed using al-Bustani’s model. The study
therefore seeks to fill this gap by applying the eightfold framework to uncover
both the layered meanings and the aesthetic strategies embedded in the text.

The guiding question of this research concerns the identification of the most
significant rhetorical elements in Sermon 230 and the evaluation of their role in
shaping its aesthetic and communicative power. By doing so, the study aims to
demonstrate how a modernized rhetorical approach can deepen our
understanding of classical Islamic texts and enhance engagement with their
ethical and spiritual messages.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in close
textual analysis. The primary corpus consists of Sermon 230 from Nahj al-
Balagha, which is examined through the lens of al-Bustani’s eight rhetorical
elements. In contrast to traditional approaches that isolate individual stylistic
features, this study emphasizes the dynamic interaction between different levels
of textual organization, reflecting al-Bustani’s holistic perspective. Each
element is analyzed in terms of its contribution to meaning, structure, and
aesthetic effect.

The analysis begins with the intellectual and thematic elements, which are
treated as closely interconnected. The intellectual element refers to the
overarching purpose or message of the text, while the thematic element
concerns the specific subjects through which this message is conveyed. The
sermon is divided into several thematic sections addressing issues such as the
virtue of piety, the necessity of righteous action, the inevitability of death, and
the characteristics of ascetic individuals. Examination of these sections reveals
that the sermon exhibits multiplicity in both theme and message rather than
strict unity.
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The semantic element is then explored, focusing on how meanings are
organized through techniques such as contrast, ellipsis, and elaboration. Special
attention is given to the use of antithesis and the movement from general
statements to more detailed explanations, both of which enhance clarity and
persuasive force. The imagistic element is analyzed through the identification of
figurative language, including simile, metaphor, and symbolic representation, in
line with al-Bustani’s expanded understanding of imagery.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Sermon 230 presents a sophisticated interplay of
rhetorical elements that collectively enhance its aesthetic appeal and
communicative effectiveness. At the intellectual and thematic levels, the sermon
is characterized by a multiplicity of themes and messages, yet these are unified
by an overarching moral vision centered on piety. Each section introduces a
distinct subject—such as righteous action or the deceptive nature of worldly
life—while contributing to a broader call for spiritual awareness and ethical
conduct. This structure achieves a balance between diversity and coherence,
sustaining audience engagement while reinforcing the central message.

From a semantic perspective, the sermon makes extensive use of contrast to
clarify abstract ideas. Oppositional pairs such as abundance and scarcity or ease
and hardship illustrate the instability of worldly existence and the inevitability
of death. These contrasts function not merely as stylistic embellishments but as
cognitive tools that facilitate understanding by juxtaposing familiar experiences
with deeper moral insights. Additionally, the progression from concise
expressions to detailed elaborations allows meanings to unfold gradually,
guiding the audience from general awareness to more focused reflection.

The imagistic dimension of the sermon is particularly powerful. Through
similes and metaphors, abstract concepts such as piety and death are
transformed into concrete and sensory experiences. Piety is portrayed as a
provision (zakhira), emphasizing its preparatory and sustaining role, while death
is depicted as an unavoidable adversary or unexpected visitor, conveying both
its inevitability and its emotional impact. Symbolic expressions further enrich
the discourse by pointing beyond literal meanings and inviting deeper
interpretation. These imagistic strategies significantly enhance both the
aesthetic quality and persuasive force of the text.

Conclusion

The application of al-Bustani’s rhetorical framework to Sermon 230 of Nah;j al-
Balagha demonstrates the effectiveness of a modern, integrative approach to
literary analysis. By moving beyond the limitations of traditional rhetorical
models, this methodology enables a more comprehensive understanding of how
various elements interact to produce meaning and aesthetic value. The study
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confirms that the sermon is not only rich in rhetorical features but also carefully
structured to maximize its communicative impact.

One of the most significant findings is that thematic multiplicity does not
weaken coherence; rather, it enhances it by offering multiple pathways for
reflection. The central concept of piety functions as a unifying axis (mehvar)
around which all other themes revolve. Semantic techniques such as contrast
and elaboration facilitate comprehension, while imagistic and symbolic
representations translate abstract ideas into tangible (malmus) experiences.
Lexical precision and musical harmony further reinforce the text’s persuasive
and artistic qualities.

The study also underscores the importance of analyzing rhetorical elements in
their interaction rather than in isolation. The effectiveness of the sermon lies in
the seamless integration of form and content, sound and meaning, and image
and idea. This insight highlights the value of al-Bustani’s holistic approach,
which emphasizes the organic unity of the text.



