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Objective: Stylistics is one of the modern approaches in literary criticism that seeks,
through the study of textual structure and the analysis of linguistic, intellectual, and
literary elements, to uncover the aesthetic, emotional, and semantic layers of a literary
work. One of the effective elements in enriching and beautifying literary texts is the use
of the words, concepts, and themes of Quranic verses. Since al-Samawi, a contemporary
Arab poet, has been influenced by Quranic teachings and expressions in many of his
poems, the present study aims to examine the reflection of Quranic words and concepts
in his poetry and to explain their role in embellishing his language and deepening the
poetic content.

Methodology: This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method. To this end, those
poems of al-Samawi that bear a Quranic tone and character were selected and examined
at three levels of stylistic analysis: linguistic, intellectual, and literary. Within this
approach, the study analyzes the presence of Quranic vocabulary, concepts, images, and
themes in the structure of the poet’s work.

Results: The findings indicate that al-Samawi has shaped his poetic language in
accordance with his intellectual, educational, ethical, and religious aims. In expressing
his intended concepts, he employs Quranic words and meanings and, by linking poetic
language with revelatory concepts, conveys his intellectual and emotional messages to
the reader. Moreover, the use of Quranic elements in his poetry has strengthened the
semantic, literary, and aesthetic dimensions of his poems.

Conclusion: Based on the results of the study, al-Samawi’s familiarity and close
engagement with the Holy Quran and religious texts have played a fundamental role in
shaping the language, thought, and literary structure of his poetry. The reflection of
Quranic verses and concepts in his poems has not only contributed to the embellishment
of language and the literary richness of the work, but has also provided a means for
conveying ethical, educational, and religious messages. Therefore, al-Samawi’s poetry
may be regarded as a prominent example of the connection between contemporary Arabic
poetry and the Quranic heritage.
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Introduction

Stylistics constitutes one of the major modern approaches to literary criticism because it
examines the internal organization of the text and reveals how linguistic choices produce
aesthetic, emotional, and intellectual meaning. In this perspective, style is not merely an
external ornament added to literary expression; rather, it is the specific mode through which a
writer perceives, organizes, and communicates experience. The study of style therefore requires
attention to the structure of language, the arrangement of words and sentences, the density of
imagery, and the ideological vision that governs poetic discourse. In Arabic literary studies,
stylistics is especially significant because it connects classical rhetorical traditions with modern
linguistic methods and allows the critic to explore the relation between expression, imagination,
and thought.

The present study investigates the influence of Quranic verses on the stylistic and content
structure of the poetry of Yahya al-Samawi, a contemporary Arab poet whose work reveals a
sustained engagement with the Quran and religious heritage. The paper argues that al-Samawi
does not employ Quranic language as a decorative or accidental element; rather, he integrates
Quranic words, stories, images, and meanings into the deep structure of his poetic discourse.
This engagement enriches his poems semantically and aesthetically, while also strengthening
their ethical, national, emotional, and spiritual dimensions.

The importance of the study lies in its attempt to move beyond the mere identification of
Quranic allusions in al-Samawi’s poetry. Previous research has addressed Quranic
intertextuality, religious heritage, and Quranic symbolism in his work, yet the stylistic function
of Quranic influence and its impact on the linguistic, intellectual, and literary levels of his
poetry have not been sufficiently examined. Accordingly, the study seeks to answer how
Quranic verses are reflected in al-Samawi’s poems, what purposes they serve, how Quranic
images function within poetic construction, and which forms of Quranic influence occur most
frequently in his poetic style.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. It selects representative poems from
various collections of Yahya al-Samawi and examines those passages in which Quranic
influence appears either directly or indirectly. The study does not confine itself to explicit
quotation; it also considers partial borrowing, semantic transformation, lexical derivation,
narrative allusion, symbolic adaptation, and the creative reworking of Quranic expressions.
Through this method, the paper analyzes how Quranic discourse enters the poetic text and how
it is reshaped according to the emotional and ideological needs of the poem.

The analytical framework is based on three stylistic levels: the linguistic level, the intellectual
level, and the literary level. The linguistic level is further divided into phonetic, lexical, and
syntactic dimensions. At the phonetic level, the study examines rhythm, repetition, rhyme,
internal music, consonantal harmony, and sound patterns. At the lexical level, it analyzes
Quranic vocabulary, borrowed expressions, and newly formed phrases derived from Quranic
meanings. At the syntactic level, it studies sentence structure, verbal patterns, coordination,
tense, pronouns, and the interaction between Quranic syntax and poetic expression.

The intellectual level focuses on the worldview embodied in al-Samawi’s poems. It explores
the poet’s treatment of homeland, exile, oppression, resistance, corruption, love, faith, and
ethical responsibility. The literary level examines rhetorical devices such as simile, metaphor,
metonymy, allusion, symbolic reference, and intertextual transformation. This multi-level
approach enables the study to demonstrate that the Quranic presence in al-Samawi’s poetry is
not limited to content, but extends to sound, diction, syntax, imagery, symbolism, and poetic
vision.
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Results

The findings reveal that Quranic influence in al-Samawi’s poetry operates on both semantic
and aesthetic levels. At the linguistic level, Quranic expressions contribute to the musical and
rhythmic texture of the poems. Al-Samawi frequently places Quranic words or phrases at
strategic positions within the poetic line, thereby creating internal harmony, emphasis, and
rhetorical resonance. Repetition also plays a central role in his style. The poet repeats words,
verbs, and sounds not as mechanical recurrence, but as a means of intensifying emotion,
generating rhythm, and reinforcing meaning. In several examples, the repetition of a word
inspired by a Quranic context creates a new emotional field that differs from, yet remains
connected to, the original Quranic usage.

At the lexical level, the study identifies two major forms of influence: borrowing and
derivational formation. In borrowing, al-Samawi introduces Quranic words or phrases into his
poems with little or no formal change, often preserving their spiritual authority while adapting
them to a new poetic context. In derivational formation, he creates new expressions based on
Quranic meanings, stories, or syntactic patterns. This technique enables him to produce fresh
poetic language while keeping the Quranic source active in the reader’s memory. Such
formations show the poet’s ability to transform sacred discourse into a modern poetic idiom
without reducing its symbolic depth.

At the syntactic level, the poems display a deliberate use of parallel structures, coordinated
clauses, verbal variation, and shifts between past, present, and future. These syntactic choices
help al-Samawi link personal experience with collective memory and religious imagination.
Quranic structures often appear within modern poetic contexts related to exile, homeland,
longing, or political suffering. By replacing one Quranic term with another emotionally charged
word, the poet brings the Quranic atmosphere into his own experience and reshapes it according
to the needs of the poem.

At the intellectual level, the study shows that al-Samawi’s poetry is deeply connected to the
suffering of Iraq and its people. Quranic figures such as Noah, Joseph, Abel, Cain, Adam, Mary,
and the people of the elephant become symbolic instruments through which the poet interprets
contemporary political and social reality. Noah evokes patience and deliverance, Joseph
becomes a figure for the wounded homeland, Abel and Cain embody the conflict between
victimhood and aggression, and Abraha becomes a symbolic image of modern imperial
violence. Through these references, the poet connects past and present and transforms Quranic
narrative into a vehicle for resistance, criticism, and moral reflection.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the Quranic presence in Yahya al-Samawi’s poetry is a central stylistic
and structural feature rather than a marginal embellishment. Quranic verses, expressions,
narratives, and symbols shape the poet’s language, enrich his imagery, and deepen the
intellectual content of his poems. His engagement with the Quran operates through multiple
techniques, including direct borrowing, partial quotation, semantic adaptation, symbolic
allusion, rhetorical transformation, and creative derivation. These techniques reveal a poetic
consciousness that is deeply rooted in religious heritage while remaining responsive to
contemporary Arab realities.

The paper also demonstrates that the aesthetic originality of al-Samawi’s Quranic intertextuality
does not arise solely from the sacred authority of the quoted material. Rather, it emerges from
the poet’s ability to integrate Quranic language into new poetic situations. He uses Quranic
references to illuminate themes of exile, homeland, injustice, longing, spiritual purity, political
corruption, and resistance. His poems thus become a meeting point between sacred memory
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and modern experience, where religious discourse is reactivated within personal, national, and
human concerns.

Furthermore, the literary value of al-Samawi’s poetry is strengthened by his extensive use of
imagery and rhetorical devices. Simile, metaphor, metonymy, allusion, and symbolic
transformation allow him to convert Quranic stories and expressions into vivid poetic scenes.
His language is rich in imaginative images that give emotional intensity to abstract meanings
and make religious references aesthetically productive. In this respect, Quranic influence
contributes not only to the moral and intellectual substance of the poems, but also to their artistic
durability.

Ultimately, the study affirms that al-Samawi’s poetry represents a distinctive model of the
interaction between contemporary Arabic poetry and Quranic heritage. His work shows how a
modern poet can draw on sacred textual memory to construct a language of beauty, resistance,
and ethical awareness. The Quranic element in his poetry functions simultaneously as a source
of meaning, a stylistic resource, a rhetorical device, and a spiritual foundation for poetic
expression.
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