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Objective: The poetry attributed to Imam Reza (A.S.), like many religious and literary
texts, constitutes part of the Islamic spiritual and cultural heritage and contains ethical,
mystical, and social themes. By emphasizing concepts such as patience, tolerance,
chastity, self-dignity, and avoidance of arrogance, these poems occupy a significant place
in religious literature. Since these poems are worthy of examination not only in terms of
their spiritual content but also with regard to their structure, order, and poetic form, the
present study aims to analyze the poetry of Imam Reza (A.S.) semiotically on the basis of
Ferdinand de Saussure’s theory. The main objective of the study is to uncover the
semantic system of these poems and to examine the relationship between signifiers and
signifieds in representing ethical, social, and religious concepts.

Methodology: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is based on
Saussure’s theory of semiotics. Within this framework, poetry is examined as a text
composed of a semiotic system, and its linguistic, semantic, and structural layers are
analyzed. In order to identify the semantic system of the poems, the study focuses on the
relationships between signifier and signified, syntagmatic and paradigmatic axes, binary
oppositions, lexical repetitions, linguistic imagery, and phonetic elements.

Results: The findings of the study indicate that the poems attributed to Imam Reza (A.S.),
in terms of linguistic structure and poetic form, correspond to the characteristics of poetry
from the middle Abbasid period. Despite their linguistic simplicity, they possess deep
semantic layers. In these poems, precise relationships between signifiers and signifieds
provide the ground for conveying concepts such as patience, chastity, self-dignity,
avoidance of arrogance, and reflection on ethical values. Furthermore, the use of semantic
oppositions, purposeful syntagmatic arrangement of words, linguistic images appropriate
to ethical themes, and phonetic musicality has created a coherent structure for producing
and reinforcing meaning.

Conclusion: Based on the results of the study, the poems of Imam Reza (A.S.) can be
regarded as religious-literary texts in which meaning is formed through a coherent system
of signs. By relying on the relationship between signifier and signified, binary
oppositions, repetition, phonetic musicality, and the artistic arrangement of words, these
poems have been able to convey ethical and social concepts to the audience in a simple,
effective, and multilayered manner. Therefore, the semiotic approach can provide a new
perspective for understanding the semantic structure and literary capacities of the poems
attributed to Imam Reza (A.S.).
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Introduction

The poetry attributed to Imam Reza occupies an important position within the literary, spiritual,
and intellectual heritage of Shiite Islam. These poems are not merely devotional utterances or
expressions of personal emotion; rather, they constitute compact religious-literary texts in
which ethical, mystical, social, and theological meanings are organized through carefully
selected linguistic signs. Their themes include patience, tolerance, chastity, dignity, detachment
from worldly pride, critique of illegitimate authority, sorrow over separation, and hope for
ultimate deliverance. Because of the religious status of Imam Reza as an infallible Imam, these
poetic texts acquire a dual significance: they are valuable both as literary compositions and as
vehicles of religious thought.

The present study approaches these poems through the semiotic theory of Ferdinand de
Saussure, which regards language as a structured system of signs. In this framework, meaning
does not arise from isolated words, but from the relation between signifier and signified, as well
as from the differences among signs within a linguistic system. Saussure’s concepts of
signification, syntagmatic relations, paradigmatic relations, opposition, and value provide a
productive basis for examining the internal structure of Imam Reza’s poetry. The study
therefore seeks to uncover the hidden semantic layers of these poems and to explain how their
religious and ethical meanings are generated through linguistic arrangement.

The central problem of the research lies in determining how a semiotic reading can deepen the
understanding of Imam Reza’s poetry. The study asks how the system of signs in these poems
is organized, what linguistic elements sustain their meaning, and which spiritual and ethical
themes dominate their semantic structure. By addressing these questions, the research aims to
show that the poems attributed to Imam Reza are not simple moral statements, but coherent
semiotic systems in which sound, word choice, imagery, opposition, and syntactic arrangement
cooperate to produce meaning.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and applies Saussurean semiotics to
selected poems attributed to Imam Reza. The analysis treats each poem as a structured text
composed of interrelated signs rather than as a collection of independent moral statements.
Accordingly, the study examines the relation between signifier and signified, the syntagmatic
arrangement of words within the poetic line, the paradigmatic choices that reveal possible
substitutions, and the binary oppositions that organize the semantic field of the poems.

The theoretical framework is based primarily on Saussure’s understanding of the linguistic sign
as a two-part entity consisting of the signifier, or sound-image, and the signified, or concept.
Within this model, the connection between signifier and signified is arbitrary, but meaning is
stabilized through social convention and through the internal relations of the linguistic system.
The study also benefits from the concept of linguistic value, according to which signs acquire
meaning through their difference from other signs. This principle is especially useful in
analyzing poetic language, where meaning often depends on contrast, absence, substitution, and
contextual placement.

The selected poems are analyzed according to several thematic axes. These include the passage
of life and the moral lesson of old age, patience and trust in divine justice, chastity and self-
dignity, the critique of unworthy rulers and the legitimacy of Ahl al-Bayt, and grief over
separation combined with expectation of the promised savior. In each case, the analysis
investigates the dominant signifiers, the concepts they evoke, the oppositions they construct,
and the acoustic elements that intensify the emotional and semantic force of the poem.
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Results

The findings show that the poems attributed to Imam Reza possess a coherent semiotic structure
in which meaning is produced through precise relations between signifiers and signifieds. In
the poem on aging and the passing of youth, signifiers such as youth, old age, white hair, return,
and piety generate a semantic movement from regret and loss toward acceptance and spiritual
maturity. The opposition between youth and old age is not merely biological; it becomes a
moral and spiritual contrast. Old age, initially associated with decline, is reinterpreted as a sign
of wisdom, awareness, and preparation for divine meeting.

In the poems concerning patience and forgiveness, the repeated use of imperative verbs creates
a strong ethical rhythm. Signifiers such as forgive, cover, be patient, leave the answer, and
entrust the oppressor to his reckoner construct a gradual semantic movement from individual
moral action to divine delegation. The opposition between forgiveness and revenge,
concealment and exposure, silence and retaliation, and divine justice and personal vengeance
reveals the ethical system underlying the poem. Through syntagmatic relations, the commands
are arranged in a way that guides the individual from social self-restraint toward trust in God’s
judgment.

The analysis of chastity and self-dignity reveals another important semiotic system. The
expression “garment of richness” transforms chastity into a visible sign of inner independence
and moral wealth. The opposition between spiritual richness and material wealth, true humanity
and degraded humanity, humility and arrogance, and stability and poverty constructs a critique
of social values based on appearance and possession. The choice of certain signifiers, such as
garment, richness, people, and degraded human beings, is significant because each term carries
a cultural and ethical value that goes beyond its literal meaning. Through paradigmatic
selection, the poem privileges spiritual self-sufficiency over worldly status.

The poems that criticize illegitimate rulers and affirm the legitimacy of Ahl al-Bayt also depend
on a dense network of signs. Expressions such as the released one, inheritance, descendants of
daughters, uncle, and sword produce a symbolic contrast between true religious legitimacy and
political usurpation. The opposition between Islam and polytheism, rightful inheritance and
false claim, sincere faith and outward submission, and Ahl al-Bayt and Abbasid authority
shapes the ideological structure of the text. In this context, the signifiers do not function as
neutral historical references; they become markers of legitimacy, dispossession, and political
critique.

The poem on grief, the grave in Tus, and the expectation of the qaim presents one of the clearest
examples of semiotic organization. The signifier grave evokes not only death but also
martyrdom, sorrow, sacred memory, and the emotional center of Shiite mourning. In contrast,
resurrection, qaim, and faraj signify awakening, justice, and deliverance. The binary
oppositions of death and resurrection, grief and relief, burning and salvation, and this world and
the hereafter create a structure in which suffering is not meaningless but directed toward
eschatological hope. Phonetic repetition, especially strong guttural and emphatic sounds,
reinforces the atmosphere of pain, pressure, and expectation.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the poetry attributed to Imam Reza can be understood as a religious-
literary discourse whose meanings are generated through a coherent system of signs. These
poems are not limited to direct moral instruction; rather, they employ the resources of language
to construct layered meanings through signification, opposition, syntagmatic arrangement,
paradigmatic choice, repetition, imagery, and sound patterning. Saussurean semiotics therefore
offers an effective method for uncovering the internal logic of these poetic texts.
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The most prominent themes identified in the poems include patience, moral restraint, chastity,
dignity, critique of unjust authority, loyalty to Ahl al-Bayt, sorrow over suffering, and hope for
divine deliverance. These themes are not presented separately; they are interwoven through
networks of signifiers that activate religious, historical, emotional, and social meanings in the
mind of the reader. Words such as grave, calamity, qaim, faraj, chastity, richness, inheritance,
and piety function as symbolic signs that exceed their literal meanings and participate in the
formation of a broader Shiite worldview.

The research also shows that binary oppositions play a central role in structuring the poems.
Youth and old age, forgiveness and revenge, poverty and dignity, true faith and political
hypocrisy, suffering and salvation, and this world and the hereafter are among the contrasts that
organize meaning. These oppositions do not simply decorate the poems; they provide the deep
semantic architecture through which the reader encounters the religious and ethical vision of
the text.

Ultimately, the semiotic reading demonstrates that Imam Reza’s poetry establishes a dynamic
relationship between language, religion, and society. Through its sign system, the poetry invites
the reader to participate actively in the production of meaning, to reflect on ethical conduct, to
recognize the limits of worldly power, and to locate suffering within a larger horizon of justice
and hope. In this sense, the poems attributed to Imam Reza represent a meaningful dialogue
between poetic expression, religious consciousness, and the lived experience of the believing
community.
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