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the representation of Islamic lands in the travelogue Rihlat Ibn Jubayr. The main problem
of the study is how Ibn Jubayr presents a meaningful image of Islamic lands through the
interconnection of place, travel experience, emotion, philosophical thought, and poetic
language, and how this image can be analyzed in light of the critical, ethical,
philosophical, and spatial components of geopoetics.

Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and is
organized on the basis of Kenneth White’s geopoetic perspective. Accordingly, Riklat Ibn
Jubayr was examined as the main corpus of the research, and Ibn Jubayr’s descriptions
of Islamic lands, especially places associated with religious, political, and cultural
geography, were analyzed from the perspectives of the dialectical relationship between
human beings and the earth, the influence of place on emotion and thought, and the role
of literary language in the representation of space.

Results: The findings show that Ibn Jubayr, in his descriptions of Islamic lands, does not
merely record geographical, historical, and social observations; rather, he transforms
place into a field for expressing philosophical, religious, mystical, and critical ideas.
Influenced by Islamic spaces and the emotions arising from his encounter with these
places, he employs certain literary techniques, especially simile, to enhance the poetic
quality of the text and to explain philosophical views rooted in Islamic mysticism.
Moreover, his descriptions of the conduct of political rulers, social customs, and certain
improper traditions reveal the presence of a critical and reformist perspective in the
travelogue. From this perspective, place in Rihlat Ibn Jubayr is not a neutral element, but
an active factor in the formation of meaning, social criticism, and the stimulation of
ethical reflection.

Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that Ibn Jubayr, by activating the geopoetic
function in his descriptions of Islamic lands, establishes a connection between the
objective experience of travel and philosophical and poetic reflection. He uses the
description of places to convey his religious and critical ideas, to foreground the problems
of cities and lands, and to encourage the audience to gain a more precise understanding
of spatial realities. Therefore, Rihlat Ibn Jubayr may be regarded as a text in which travel,
place, emotion, and literary language serve a deeper understanding of Islamic lands and
invite the reader to observation, reflection, and a more concrete comprehension of the
relationship between human beings and the earth.
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Introduction

The present study examines the representation of Islamic lands in Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue Rihlat
Ibn Jubayr from the perspective of Kenneth White’s theory of geopoetics. Geopoetics, as a
critical approach, investigates the relationship between literary texts, place, geography, human
perception, and the emotional and intellectual effects produced through contact with the earth.
In this framework, place is not treated as a passive background or a neutral setting, but as an
active force that shapes language, thought, affect, memory, and worldview. Travel writing is
especially suitable for such an approach because it is fundamentally based on movement
through space, direct observation, and the transformation of geographical experience into
textual form.

Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue is one of the most important Arabic travel narratives of the sixth and
seventh Islamic centuries. It documents his journey from Andalusia to several Islamic lands,
including Egypt, the Levant, Iraq, the Hijaz, and other regions, while recording religious sites,
political conditions, social customs, urban structures, routes, landscapes, and cultural practices.
The value of the work lies not only in its historical and geographical information, but also in
the way Ibn Jubayr combines observation with literary sensitivity, philosophical reflection,
religious feeling, and critical judgment. His text therefore provides a rich field for exploring
how the encounter between human beings and place produces poetic, ethical, intellectual, and
social meanings.

The central problem of the study is to determine which components of Kenneth White’s
geopoetics can be identified in Ibn Jubayr’s representation of Islamic lands, how Ibn Jubayr’s
trans-spatial relationship with these lands is manifested, and what role geopoetic elements play
in the literary and poetic quality of the travelogue. By addressing these questions, the study
seeks to show that Rihlat Ibn Jubayr is not merely a descriptive record of travel, but a text in
which geography, spirituality, critique, and poetics converge to form a distinctive vision of the
Islamic world.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is grounded in Kenneth White’s theory
of geopoetics. The research corpus consists of Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue, with special focus on
passages that describe Islamic lands, sacred places, cities, routes, social environments, and
culturally significant spaces. These passages are analyzed in relation to the main dimensions of
geopoetics: the philosophical dimension, the poetic dimension, the critical dimension, and the
detailed description of place. Each dimension is examined in terms of its textual function and
its role in shaping the author’s worldview.

The philosophical dimension is analyzed through Ibn Jubayr’s reflections on sacred places,
historical remains, human mortality, divine greatness, and the spiritual effect of place on
thought. The poetic dimension is examined through his use of figurative language, particularly
simile, imagery, rhythmical prose, and aesthetic description. The critical dimension is studied
through his judgments on political rulers, social behavior, economic injustice, urban hardships,
sectarian prejudice, and the conditions of travelers. Finally, the descriptive dimension is
analyzed through his precise representation of mosques, shrines, cities, markets, fortresses,
landscapes, water systems, roads, and architectural details.

The study also situates Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue within the broader tradition of Arabic travel
writing, in which the journey functions as a mode of knowledge production. The analysis does
not separate literary form from geographical experience; rather, it considers the two as mutually
constitutive. In this sense, Ibn Jubayr’s descriptions are read not only as factual reports but also
as interpretive acts through which place becomes meaningful, emotionally charged, and
intellectually productive.
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Results

The findings show that the philosophical dimension of geopoetics is strongly present in Ibn
Jubayr’s travelogue. His encounter with places does not end with visual description; it often
leads to meditation on existence, divine power, transience, sacred history, and the destiny of
human beings. When he describes ancient temples, sacred stations, or magnificent processions,
the material scene becomes a stimulus for metaphysical reflection. Architectural remains invite
contemplation of the passing of worldly power, while sacred sites such as the station of Ibrahim
awaken humility, prayer, reverence, and awareness of divine presence. Thus, place becomes a
medium through which Ibn Jubayr moves from observation to thought and from geography to
spirituality.

The poetic dimension is equally prominent. Ibn Jubayr’s descriptions frequently exceed plain
reporting and acquire a literary and imaginative quality. His accounts of the mosque of
Damascus, the encampment of the Iraqi pilgrimage leader, and the city of Damascus itself are
marked by dense imagery and repeated similes. He compares domes, gardens, fountains, tents,
pavilions, and urban spaces to gardens, jewels, celestial forms, flowing streams, and paradisal
scenes. These comparisons transform geographical description into poetic vision. The result is
a travelogue whose language reflects the emotional intensity produced by place and whose
literary texture emerges from the contact between the observing self and the external world.
The critical dimension of geopoetics also appears clearly in the travelogue. Ibn Jubayr does not
idealize every place he visits. On the contrary, he often adopts a sharp critical perspective
toward cities, rulers, social customs, economic exploitation, and unjust treatment of travelers.
His account of Aydhab, for example, emphasizes harsh living conditions, lack of suitable food,
unhealthy water, extreme heat, and the suffering of pilgrims. His criticism of Baghdad focuses
on arrogance, hypocrisy, commercial dishonesty, mistreatment of strangers, and moral decline.
Similarly, his comments on taxation and discrimination in territories controlled by the Franks
reveal a critical awareness of power, injustice, and geopolitical tension. In these cases, place
becomes a field of ethical and social judgment.

The study further shows that detailed spatial description is one of the most important geopoetic
features of Rihlat Ibn Jubayr. The author carefully records architectural forms, measurements,
directions, materials, urban arrangements, natural conditions, religious spaces, and social
practices. His descriptions of the shrine associated with the head of Imam Husayn in Cairo, the
Kaaba, and the city of Manbij demonstrate a precise observational method. He mentions
dimensions, entrances, pillars, stones, curtains, wells, markets, fortresses, gardens, water
sources, air quality, and the religious identity of inhabitants. Such precision gives the reader a
concrete sense of place and transforms the travelogue into a vivid spatial archive of the Islamic
world.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Rihlat Ibn Jubayr can be read as a geopoetic text in which the
relationship between human beings and place produces philosophical, poetic, critical, and
descriptive meanings. Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue is not limited to recording routes and events;
rather, it presents Islamic lands as living spaces that shape emotion, stimulate thought, and
generate literary expression. His encounter with sacred sites leads to religious reflection, his
observation of urban beauty produces poetic imagery, and his experience of hardship or
injustice gives rise to critical discourse.

The philosophical dimension of the travelogue is rooted in the interaction between place and
spiritual consciousness. Ibn Jubayr repeatedly interprets places through the lenses of
monotheism, humility, divine greatness, and moral instruction. The poetic dimension emerges
from his ability to transform concrete spaces into aesthetic images through simile and sensory
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description. The critical dimension reveals his sharp awareness of social, political, economic,
and ethical problems in different lands. The descriptive dimension, meanwhile, demonstrates
his commitment to accurate spatial observation and his ability to make distant places visible to
the reader.

From the perspective of Kenneth White’s geopoetics, Ibn Jubayr’s travelogue shows that travel
writing can become a form of intellectual and poetic engagement with the earth. The text
encourages readers to observe places carefully, to understand their historical and cultural layers,
and to recognize the deep connection between human experience and geographical space.
Through his descriptions of Islamic lands, Ibn Jubayr creates a literary geography in which
place is inseparable from memory, belief, emotion, critique, and imagination.

Ultimately, the study reveals that Ibn Jubayr’s representation of Islamic lands is shaped by a
dynamic interaction between objective travel experience and inward reflection. His writing
invites the reader not only to know places, but also to feel, evaluate, and contemplate them. In
this sense, Rihlat Ibn Jubayr stands as a major example of Arabic geopoetic writing, where the
earth becomes a source of knowledge, the journey becomes a path of self-discovery, and literary
language becomes a means of deepening the relationship between human beings and the world
they inhabit.
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