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2025 Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and its
theoretical framework is based on Carl Jung’s theory of archetypes. Accordingly, the
poetry of Muadh Junaid was examined in terms of its reflection of the personality of Imam
Husayn (peace be upon him), and the archetypal manifestations of this personality were

Keywords: analyzed in three categories: the hero, the sacred victim, and the wise old man.

) Results: The findings of the study show that Imam Husayn (peace be upon him) is
Imam Husayn (pbuh), manifested in Muadh Junaid’s poetry through three main archetypes. The hero archetype
Ansar Allah,. appears through emphasis on the courage, steadfastness, and resistance of Imam Husayn
Muadh Junaid, (peace be upon him) against oppressors. The sacred victim archetype is formed through
aCracﬁeJtl;;% the representation of the Imam’s sacrifice, martyrdom, and self-devotion for sublime

goals. Moreover, the wise old man archetype, by highlighting the wisdom, insight, and
spiritual leadership of Imam Husayn (peace be upon him), presents him as a guide for
fighters and seekers of truth.

Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that the personality of Imam Husayn (peace
be upon him) in Muadh Junaid’s poetry transcends the level of a historical figure and
becomes a symbolic, universal, and transhistorical model. This archetype inspires
resistance, sacrifice, and awareness for all those who struggle against oppression and
arrogance. Therefore, Muadh Junaid’s poetry, by drawing on the personality of Imam
Husayn (peace be upon him), establishes a connection between resistance literature,
religious beliefs, and human values.
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Introduction

The present study examines the archetypal representation of Imam Husayn in the poetry of
Muadh Junaid, a poet associated with Yemen’s Ansar Allah movement, through the theoretical
framework of Carl Gustav Jung’s analytical psychology. Imam Husayn occupies a central place
in Islamic history and Shiite consciousness as a symbol of steadfastness, freedom, sacrifice, and
resistance against oppression. The Ashura uprising is not merely a historical or religious event;
it has also acquired deep cultural, symbolic, psychological, and mythic dimensions. In this
sense, Imam Husayn’s personality can be read as a powerful archetypal figure whose presence
exceeds the limits of a particular time and place and becomes a universal model of ethical
struggle.

The study is grounded in the assumption that archetypes, as Jung defines them, belong to the
collective unconscious and appear repeatedly in myths, religious narratives, literature, and
cultural memory. These archetypal images shape human perception of heroism, sacrifice,
guidance, justice, and moral transformation. However, the study also emphasizes that applying
Jungian theory to Islamic and Shiite religious figures requires methodological caution. Since
Jung’s concepts often emerge from Western mythological and psychological contexts, they
must be interpreted in a way that respects Islamic epistemology, especially the doctrinal status
of the infallible Imams. Accordingly, the research does not impose Jungian categories
uncritically, but adapts them carefully to the religious and cultural framework of the poems.
Muadh Junaid’s poetry is particularly significant because it emerges from the context of
contemporary Yemeni resistance and reflects a strong religious and cultural engagement with
Islamic models of struggle. His poems frequently invoke Imam Ali, Imam Husayn, Karbala,
Ashura, and other sacred symbols to strengthen the discourse of resistance and to connect
present struggles with a transhistorical memory of sacrifice and justice. By analyzing the figure
of Imam Husayn in this poetic corpus, the study seeks to show how modern Arabic resistance
poetry transforms religious memory into a living symbolic force that shapes collective identity
and motivates resistance against oppression.

Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method and is situated within the field of
archetypal literary criticism. The poems of Muadh Junaid are examined with particular attention
to the recurrence of Imam Husayn’s name, the symbolic presence of Karbala and Ashura, and
the semantic fields associated with courage, martyrdom, sacrifice, divine guidance, resistance,
and spiritual leadership. The study uses Jung’s theory of archetypes, especially the concepts of
the hero, the sacred victim or martyr, and the wise old man, as analytical tools for interpreting
the symbolic function of Imam Husayn in the selected poems.

The theoretical section first explains Jung’s view of the collective unconscious and archetypes
as universal symbolic structures that appear in myths, religions, dreams, rituals, and literary
texts. It then clarifies the meaning of archetype in literary criticism and reviews major
archetypal categories, including character archetypes, mythic patterns, natural images, colors,
numbers, and geometric forms. Within this framework, the study focuses on three character-
based archetypes that are most relevant to Imam Husayn’s representation in Junaid’s poetry:
the hero, the sacred victim, and the wise old man or spiritual guide.

The analysis proceeds by selecting poetic examples from Muadh Junaid’s collection and
interpreting them in light of these three archetypal patterns. Arabic poetic passages are
examined for their imagery, symbolic associations, intertextual references, and ideological
function. The study does not treat Imam Husayn as a fictional or mythological figure; rather, it
analyzes how his historically and religiously grounded personality becomes poetically activated



AN ARCHETYPAL ANALYSIS OF IMAM HUSAYN'S CHARACTER 143

as an archetypal model. This distinction is essential because the research aims to combine
archetypal criticism with respect for Islamic religious meaning.

Results

The findings indicate that Imam Husayn appears in Muadh Junaid’s poetry primarily through
the archetype of the hero. In Jungian terms, the hero emerges when human consciousness
requires a greater power to confront danger, oppression, or existential crisis. In Junaid’s poems,
Imam Husayn embodies this heroic force through his courage, steadfastness, resistance to
tyranny, and commitment to divine justice. His uprising against Yazid is presented not only as
a historical event but also as an enduring pattern of confrontation between truth and falsehood.
Through references to Husayn and Karbala, the poet links contemporary struggles in Yemen,
Babhrain, Palestine, and other oppressed contexts to the heroic model of Ashura.

The hero archetype is especially visible where Junaid describes battles, revolutions, martyrs,
and collective resistance. Imam Husayn’s presence transforms these struggles into extensions
of the Karbala paradigm. His courage becomes a spiritual energy that strengthens fighters,
inspires believers, and legitimizes resistance. In this poetic vision, Husayn is not confined to
the battlefield of Karbala; he joins every movement that seeks justice. Thus, the hero archetype
functions as a bridge between sacred history and contemporary political struggle, giving moral
depth and symbolic continuity to the discourse of resistance.

The second major archetype is the sacred victim, or more precisely the chosen martyr who
consciously sacrifices himself for a higher truth. The study shows that Imam Husayn’s
martyrdom is represented by Junaid as a voluntary and sacred act that awakens the community,
preserves divine values, and transforms suffering into spiritual victory. Unlike an accidental
victim, the martyr chooses sacrifice with awareness and purpose. In this regard, Imam Husayn
becomes the supreme archetype of meaningful sacrifice. His blood, suffering, wounds, and
martyrdom are repeatedly evoked as symbols of awakening, purification, and collective
renewal.

This archetype is also reflected in Junaid’s poems about Yemeni martyrs, whose deaths are
interpreted through the Husayni model. These martyrs are described as approaching Imam
Husayn, joining the spiritual horizon of Karbala, and transforming physical wounds into signs
of divine elevation. Their damaged bodies, missing limbs, and battlefield deaths are not
portrayed as defeat, but as participation in a sacred pattern of sacrifice. The invocation of
Husayn and Karbala gives their suffering a transhistorical meaning. Through this structure,
Junaid’s poetry presents martyrdom as a continuation of Ashura and as a source of moral and
revolutionary energy.

The third archetype identified in the study is the wise old man, or spiritual guide. In Jungian
theory, this archetype represents wisdom, insight, moral guidance, and the ability to lead others
through crisis. Junaid’s poetry presents Imam Husayn not only as a fighter and martyr but also
as a source of instruction, spiritual clarity, and ethical direction. Phrases that describe Husayn
as an “imam of jihad in every age,” a divine path for humanity, and a teacher of generosity and
devotion reveal his guiding function. He becomes a model who teaches believers how to resist
oppression while remaining faithful to divine values.

As the wise guide, Imam Husayn provides the spiritual framework through which fighters
understand their mission. His “path” becomes a method of ethical action, and his spirit becomes
a source of education and renewal. This archetype is especially important because it expands
the meaning of resistance beyond military confrontation. Resistance becomes a form of moral
consciousness, religious commitment, and spiritual discipline. In this sense, Junaid’s poetry
portrays Imam Husayn as a timeless guide whose wisdom continues to direct oppressed
communities toward justice, sacrifice, and divine truth.
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Conclusion

The study concludes that Imam Husayn’s presence in Muadh Junaid’s poetry is not limited to
historical remembrance or religious praise. Rather, it functions as a complex archetypal
structure that gives contemporary resistance poetry symbolic depth and ideological coherence.
Through the archetypes of the hero, the sacred victim, and the wise old man, Imam Husayn
becomes a universal and transhistorical model of courage, sacrifice, wisdom, and moral
struggle. His figure connects past and present, sacred memory and political reality, individual
devotion and collective identity.

The analysis demonstrates that Junaid’s poetry transforms the memory of Ashura into an active
poetic and cultural force. Karbala is not represented as a closed historical event, but as an
archetypal scene that reappears wherever truth confronts oppression. This recurring pattern
allows the poet to interpret contemporary conflicts through the symbolic language of Husayni
resistance. The oppressed, the martyrs, and the fighters of the present are placed within a sacred
genealogy of sacrifice that begins with Imam Husayn and continues across generations.

The research also shows that archetypal criticism, when applied carefully and in dialogue with
Islamic intellectual principles, can offer valuable insights into Arabic resistance poetry. It helps
explain how religious figures become symbolic models through which communities understand
suffering, resistance, and hope. At the same time, the study stresses that such analysis must
avoid reducing sacred personalities to merely psychological or mythological constructs. In the
case of Imam Husayn, the archetypal reading should illuminate the literary and symbolic
dimensions of his presence while preserving his religious and historical significance.

Overall, Muadh Junaid’s poetry presents Imam Husayn as a living source of resistance,
sacrifice, guidance, and spiritual renewal. His archetypal presence strengthens the discourse of
Islamic resistance and offers a moral vocabulary through which oppression can be confronted
and human dignity affirmed. The study therefore contributes to a deeper understanding of the
relationship between Arabic resistance literature, Shiite religious symbolism, and Jungian
archetypal criticism.
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