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Objective: Ruku is one of the divisions of the Quranic text. According to one view,
its origins date to the time of the Prophet Muhammad, while evidence indicates that
it received attention in earlier centuries. This study examines the eleventh ruku of
Surah al-Nahl, comprising verses 77-83, as a paragraph. It seeks to offer a new
approach to studying Quranic rukus and to provide a basis for identifying layers of
meaning through the examination of Quranic discourse units.

Method: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. It first identifies the
principal theme or central topic of the selected ruku and explains its semantic
independence as a textual unit. It then compares the boundaries of this ruku with the
contextual divisions adopted by seven Quranic commentators for the same passage.
Through this comparison, the study examines the distinctive features and advantages
of ruku-based segmentation, focusing on how the delimitation of a passage affects
the coherence and interpretation of its content.

Results: The findings indicate that the commentators’ differing contextual divisions
present several interpretive problems within the passage examined. These include
imprecise understanding of the text and obscuring its principal purpose, thematic
heterogeneity and disproportion between topics, loss of connections between
discussions, intermingling of content, and disruption of the meaning conveyed by
the discourse. The comparison highlights the importance of textual boundaries in
preserving relationships among topics. It also shows how differences in
segmentation can affect the recognition of a passage’s central theme and its
treatment as a coherent semantic unit.

Conclusion: The study concludes that these interpretive difficulties arise from a
more fundamental problem: insufficient attention to the opening and closure of
discourse. Carefully determining where a textual section begins and ends can assist
in identifying Quranic semantic units, paragraphs, or discourse units. Accordingly,
examining ruku boundaries offers a basis for reconsidering the organization of the
selected passage and clarifying the relationship between textual segmentation,
thematic coherence, and the understanding of Quranic discourse.
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Introduction

Ruku denotes a thematic division of the Quran comprising verses organized around a common
subject. Unlike divisions based on relatively fixed textual length, its boundaries are associated
with changes in meaning and discourse. Although one historical view traces this arrangement
to the Prophet Muhammad, both its origins and the number of rukus have been discussed
differently in the literature. The present study adopts the division into 555 thematic units, within
which Surah al-Nahl contains sixteen rukus. It approaches these units through paragraph theory,
emphasizing their relative semantic independence and their connections within the larger surah.
The research examines the eleventh ruku of Surah al-Nahl, verses 77-83, as a paragraph. This
passage brings together resurrection, divine knowledge and power, human cognition, and
material blessings. Its thematic diversity provides an opportunity to investigate how apparently
different subjects contribute to a unified argument. The study asks how a paragraph-based
reading reveals verbal and semantic coherence and what interpretive difficulties arise when
commentators adopt different textual boundaries. Its objective is to clarify the contribution of
ruku-based reading to identifying Quranic discourse units and their layers of meaning.

Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in the relationship between
thematic segmentation and paragraph organization. A paragraph is understood as a relatively
independent semantic unit whose sentences develop a central idea while maintaining
connections with surrounding units. The analysis identifies the topic sentence, supporting
statements, concluding statements, and transitional expressions within verses 77-83. It
examines their contribution to the passage’s governing theme and compares the selected ruku
with adjacent passages to distinguish continuity of discourse from identity of subject.

The second stage compares the ruku boundaries with contextual divisions discussed in seven
commentators’ interpretations. The comparison considers where each interpretive unit begins
and ends, whether its opening establishes the central proposition, and whether its conclusion
completes that proposition. Particular attention is given to excluding verse 77, incorporating
material from the preceding ruku, or extending the passage beyond verse 83. The analysis
evaluates the consequences of these decisions for thematic proportion, connections between
statements, and the identification of the passage’s principal purpose.

Results

The paragraph-based reading identifies verse 77 as the topic sentence, establishing divine
possession of the unseen and unrestricted power, including the power to bring about
resurrection. Within the article’s interpretation, the reference to divine knowledge addresses the
question of how dispersed bodily elements can be known after death, while divine omnipotence
addresses their reassembly. Verses 78—81 function as supporting statements, developing this
proposition through human faculties of knowledge, the flight of birds, and provisions for
habitation, clothing, and protection. Their diversity therefore contributes to an overarching
account of divine knowledge and power. The study also identifies an ordered correspondence
between the assertions of knowledge and power in verse 77 and the description of birds and
their divine sustenance in verse 79.

A more integrated reading organizes these supporting statements around different dimensions
of the unseen. The study distinguishes matters withheld from human knowledge, particularly
the Hour, from hidden capacities that humans can discover through hearing, sight, and thought.
It tentatively interprets the reference to birds as a challenge to divination through their flight,
contrasting such practices with knowledge acquired through the faculties God provides. The
repeated expression jaala directs attention to useful capacities embedded in created things.
Animal skins, wool, hair, mountain shelters, and protective garments exemplify resources
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whose benefits require recognition, adaptation, or processing. The article thus distinguishes this
passage’s emphasis from earlier descriptions of immediately usable blessings.

Verses 82—83 provide the conclusion: the Prophet’s responsibility is clear communication,
while rejection can persist despite recognition of divine blessings. The article therefore locates
the problem in human response rather than an absence of evidence or cognitive resources. The
final reference to disbelievers also supplies a transition to verses 84—89, which address their
eschatological situation. This lexical connection preserves continuity without eliminating the
semantic independence of the two units. The passage consequently exhibits an identifiable
opening, development, and closure, while remaining connected to the surrounding discourse.
The comparison with commentary divisions identifies imprecise interpretation, obscured
purpose, thematic imbalance, weakened connections, intermingled discussions, and disruption
of semantic unity. Beginning at verse 78 separates the supporting material from its governing
proposition and, according to the study, complicates the relationship between divine agency
and natural causes in explaining birds’ flight. Including verses 75-76 imports examples
belonging to the preceding argument, whereas extending the unit to verses 89 or 90 combines
distinct discussions or interrupts another developing subject. These differences appear in the
treatment of verses 78—89 in Anwar-e¢ Derakhshan and Ahsan al-Hadith, verses 75-90 in Safwat
al-Tafasir, and verses 75-83 in Min Huda al-Quran. Divisions ending at verse 83 retain an
appropriate conclusion even when their openings differ. The criticism therefore concerns
particular boundary decisions rather than treating every aspect of an alternative division as
equally problematic.

Conclusion

The study concludes that verses 77-83 constitute a coherent paragraph whose varied subjects
are organized through divine knowledge, power, and possession of the unseen. Identifying the
functions of individual verses clarifies how epistemic faculties, observable phenomena, and
material resources support this central theme. It also explains how the passage reaches a
conclusion concerning recognition and denial before transitioning to the following discourse.
Reading the ruku as a semantic unit makes its internal organization and relative independence
more explicit.

The interpretive problems examined are traced to insufficient attention to the opening and
closure of discourse. Removing an introductory proposition, attaching an inappropriate
conclusion, or combining distinct units can obscure the relationships that guide interpretation.
Conversely, attending to ruku boundaries helps preserve the relationship between a central
claim, its supporting material, and its conclusion. The contribution of this case study is to
connect the traditional organization of Quranic rukus with paragraph analysis, demonstrating
how textual delimitation can assist the recognition of coherent discourse units and the
interpretation of their interrelated meanings.
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