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Introduction

The interpretation of prophetic hadith constitutes an important field of Islamic scholarship,
connecting the explanation of religious language with the clarification of ethical principles and
practical conduct. Within this tradition, statements attributed to Imam Ali serve as sources for
elucidating prophetic teachings. This study examines their interpretive functions in Hadigat al-
Hikma al-Nabawiyya fi Tafsir al-Arbain al-Silgiyya by Abd Allah ibn Hamza ibn Sulayman,
known as al-Mansur billah, a prominent Zaydi imam and scholar in Yemen who lived between
561 and 614 AH. The work comments on forty prophetic traditions concerned principally with
moral cultivation, spiritual discipline, and human conduct.

The research addresses the absence, identified in its review of previous scholarship, of a
dedicated collection and analysis of Imam Ali’s interpretive statements in this commentary. It
investigates the extent and forms of their use, their contribution to explaining prophetic
traditions, and the commentator’s practices of attribution. Particular attention is given to
whether the cited material is confined to Nahj al-Balagha or encompasses poetry and narratives
associated with Imam Ali. The objective is to establish how these materials function within the
commentary’s interpretive and evidentiary structure.

Methodology

The study adopts an inductive and analytical approach, using the 2022 edition of Hadigat al-
Hikma al-Nabawiyya as its primary source. The inductive procedure traces the relevant
passages throughout the commentary, collecting instances in which statements, verses, or
narratives attributed to Imam Ali explain prophetic traditions. The analytical procedure
examines each citation in relation to the hadith being interpreted, the commentator’s
explanation, and the purpose served by the supporting material. The passages are organized into
four categories: explanation of hadith meanings, interpretation through attributed poetry,
clarification of vocabulary, and illustration through biographical narratives.

The analysis also situates these citations within the commentator’s broader procedure. Al-
Mansur billah presents the hadith, identifies its transmitter, divides its wording into shorter
units, and explains difficult expressions through their linguistic origins and contextual
meanings. His supporting sources include Quranic verses, prophetic traditions, statements of
Imam Ali, Arabic poetry and prose, and historical narratives. The study examines attribution
formulas and references to Nahj al-Balagha, while consulting relevant commentarial sources
to clarify selected passages. Its principal concern is the interpretive employment of these
materials rather than a systematic assessment of their transmission chains.

Results

The study identifies fourteen instances, comprising five explanations of hadith meanings, three
uses of attributed poetry, three lexical explanations, and three biographical illustrations. Imam
Ali’s words occupy third place in the commentator’s evidentiary hierarchy, following the Quran
and prophetic hadith. Attribution is explicit: al-Mansur billah identifies Ali by name, refers to
him as Commander of the Faithful, or names Nahj al-Balagha. However, he generally does not
specify the individual sermon or maxim. These practices demonstrate sustained reliance on
Ali’s authority across different forms of explanation, while the range of cited materials shows
that this reliance extends beyond passages preserved in Nahj al-Balagha.

The five instances concerning hadith meanings address responsibility for worldly conduct, the
allocation of sustenance, the limits of human life, the obligation to seek knowledge, and the
appropriate recipients of wisdom. Ali’s response to a person condemning the world clarifies
that individuals remain responsible for their wrongdoing and cannot transfer that responsibility
to worldly attractions. Passages concerning sustenance explain abundance and deprivation as
circumstances through which gratitude and patience are tested. Statements about appointed
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lifespans reinforce the urgency of preparing for death. His address to Kumayl ibn Ziyad supplies
reasons for preferring knowledge to wealth, while another passage supports the commentator’s
identification of those qualified to receive wisdom with the Prophet’s household and their
faithful followers.

Poetry attributed to Imam Ali reinforces three related themes: divinely apportioned sustenance,
detachment from worldly prestige and pleasure, and recompense for suffering. The verses
concerning provision support moderation in its pursuit, whereas those concerning worldly
temptation present renunciation as an expression of spiritual discernment. Poetry on deprivation
explains how loss may become a source of reward through patience. In the lexical category,
Ali’s statements clarify shubuhat as ambiguities produced by mixing truth with falsehood. His
military counsel explains the physical expression of clenching the molars, used in a hadith to
convey firm adherence to faith. Another statement distinguishes prophetic practice from
religious innovation and associates the community of truth with correctness rather than
numerical strength.

The three biographical narratives translate ethical instruction into examples of conduct. The
account of Ali’s dispute with a Christian over a suit of armor illustrates justice, humility, and
restraint despite possessing political authority: he submits his claim to a judge and accepts an
unfavorable ruling. The narrative involving Abu Nayzar presents simple food and strenuous
manual labor as expressions of ascetic discipline and resistance to appetite. The report of Ali’s
limited eating during Ramadan similarly illustrates moderation and preparation for meeting
God. Together, these narratives make the ethical implications of prophetic teachings concrete,
presenting Ali’s conduct as an embodied explanation of the principles articulated in the hadiths.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Imam Ali’s statements and reported conduct form a substantial
interpretive resource in Hadiqat al-Hikma al-Nabawiyya. Their functions encompass
conceptual explanation, lexical clarification, poetic reinforcement, and practical illustration.
The commentator’s consistent attribution practices and explicit references to Nahj al-Balagha
establish the importance he assigns to this material. His use of attributed poetry and
biographical accounts further demonstrates that his understanding of Ali’s interpretive authority
encompasses both verbal teaching and exemplary action.

The study also interprets al-Mansur billah’s reliance on Nahj al-Balagha, given his scholarly
standing within the Zaydi tradition during the sixth and seventh Islamic centuries, as supporting
evidence for the attribution of its contents to Imam Ali. This conclusion reflects the significance
assigned to the commentator’s explicit recognition and use of the collection. By assembling and
classifying the fourteen instances, the research clarifies how Ali’s words and remembered
conduct contribute to the explanation of prophetic teachings and to the communication of their
ethical and educational purposes.
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