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John broke the window.
The window was broken by John.
What did John break? John broke the window.
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Abstract

Changing the position of sentence constituents in language gives rise to
structures known as marked information structures. Among these structures are
topicalization and focalization, in which topical and focal elements are moved
from their original positions to other positions within the sentence. From the
perspective of information structure, such displacement alters the semantic and
pragmatic load of the utterance. Therefore, understanding these structures is
especially important in the translation of religious texts, where the translator
must carefully recognize and preserve the syntactic and communicative features
of both the source and target languages. Two sentences may appear similar in
meaning on the surface level, yet differ significantly in terms of communicative
function and discourse effect. This study examines Elahi Qomshei’s translation
of al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah through a descriptive-analytical and comparative
approach based on Lambrecht’s theory of information structure, with particular
focus on the translation of marked structures. The findings indicate that the
translator generally paid insufficient attention to the transfer of marked
information structures, and that most marked constructions in the Arabic text
were rendered as unmarked structures in Persian. In fact, the translator relied
primarily on the ordinary syntactic patterns of the target language. Although this
approach did not undermine the fluency of the translation, it nevertheless
resulted, from the perspective of Lambrecht’s information structure theory, in
the loss of part of the semantic and pragmatic force of the original utterances.
Consequently, part of the speaker’s intended meaning was neglected, and
communicative, discursive, and syntactic balance between the source and target
texts was not fully achieved.
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Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)
Introduction
Translation is a communicative act through which meanings are transferred
from a source language into a target language. This process, however, cannot be
reduced to lexical replacement or grammatical equivalence alone. Successful
translation requires the preservation of pragmatic and discourse-related
meanings that shape the communicative effect of the original text. One of the
most important components of discourse meaning is information structure,
which concerns the organization of sentences into marked and unmarked forms
according to the speaker’s communicative intention. Marked structures arise
when sentence constituents depart from their ordinary syntactic order in order to
create emphasis, contrast, topicalization, or focus.
In Arabic, markedness appears through various syntactic and rhetorical devices
such as fronting objects or prepositional phrases, detached pronouns, restrictive
particles like innama, and emphasis particles such as inna and qad. These
structures are especially significant in religious discourse because they
contribute to emotional intensity, persuasion, and rhetorical effect. Translating
such constructions into Persian presents a challenge since the translator must
preserve not only semantic meaning but also pragmatic force and informational
hierarchy. If marked structures are translated into unmarked forms, an important
layer of communicative meaning is lost.
This study investigates the translation of marked information structures in the
Persian translation of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya by Mahdi Elahi Qomshei through
the framework of Lambrecht’s theory of information structure. The research
focuses particularly on topicalization and focalization and examines how these
structures function in the Arabic text and how effectively they are transferred
into Persian. The study seeks to answer two questions: first, how marked
information structures can be translated from Arabic into Persian, and second,
to what extent the translator succeeds in preserving topicalization and focus
constructions in the target text.
Previous research on information structure has mainly focused on English-
Persian translation or theoretical discussions of functional linguistics. Studies
examining Arabic-Persian translation have shown that translators frequently
replace marked structures with unmarked ones, thereby weakening pragmatic
meaning. Despite the importance of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya as a major
devotional text, no comprehensive study has examined the translation of marked
information structures in its Persian translations. This research therefore
contributes to translation criticism by exploring the relationship between syntax,
discourse, and pragmatics in the translation of religious texts.
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Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on Lambrecht’s
theory of information structure together with selected concepts from Arabic
functional linguistics. Lambrecht defines topic as information already accessible
in discourse and focus as the non-presupposed or informationally prominent
part of the sentence. The theory distinguishes among sentence focus, predicate
focus, and narrow focus, each of which affects the organization and
interpretation of discourse.

The corpus of the study consists of selected passages from al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya alongside their Persian translation by Elahi Qomshei. The analysis
concentrates on marked constructions involving topicalization, focalization,
fronting, detached pronouns, restrictive particles, and passive constructions.
Each example is examined first in terms of its informational structure and
pragmatic role in Arabic and then in terms of its rendering in Persian. The study
also proposes alternative translations when the original pragmatic effect is not
adequately conveyed.

Special attention is given to structures that create emphasis or foregrounding in
Arabic discourse. These include constructions such as fronted prepositional
phrases, structures of bab al-ishtighal, contrastive focus, and detached pronouns
used for emphasis. The analysis also considers lexical and morphological
dimensions when they contribute to discourse meaning. In this way, translation
is treated not merely as the transfer of vocabulary but as the reproduction of
communicative intention and rhetorical function.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Elahi Qomshei’s translation often preserves the
general semantic and literary atmosphere of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya but
frequently fails to maintain the marked informational structures of the original
Arabic text. In many cases, marked constructions are translated into ordinary
Persian syntax, resulting in the loss of emphasis, contrast, and rhetorical force.
Consequently, the pragmatic relationship between source and target texts
becomes weakened.

One of the most common issues concerns detached pronouns and topicalized
structures. In expressions such as “wa ana abrau ilayka,” the detached pronoun
ana serves both an emphatic and topicalizing function. The Persian translation
communicates the literal meaning but omits the pragmatic prominence of the
speaker. The study argues that Persian expressions such as “manam ke” could
better reproduce the emphatic and discourse-oriented function of the Arabic
structure. Similar problems occur in sentences containing fronted prepositional
phrases, where the translator often preserves semantic meaning while neglecting
focus and topicalization.

The study also reveals that particles such as innama, inna, and qad play a major
role in establishing contrastive and sentence-level focus. In many examples,



(S5 s el ) o s | a3 i s'S 3 hi | 7 I

these particles are translated in a semantically acceptable but pragmatically
weakened manner. For instance, constructions introduced by innama often
indicate exclusivity and contrast, yet the Persian translation tends to neutralize
these meanings. Likewise, sentence-focus constructions created by inna lose
their emphatic scope in translation.

Another important finding concerns passive constructions and marked
adjective-noun sequences. In Arabic devotional discourse, passive structures
frequently function as mechanisms of topicalization by foregrounding the
affected entity rather than the agent. However, the translator sometimes
converts these structures into active forms, thereby altering the informational
organization of the sentence. Similarly, adjective-fronting structures that
intensify meaning and create focus are often translated into neutral Persian
expressions. The study additionally shows that certain lexical items with rich
semantic and rhetorical associations were translated literally without attention to
their contextual or derivational implications.

Overall, the analysis indicates that pragmatic equivalence between Arabic and
Persian depends not only on lexical accuracy but also on preserving information
structure and rhetorical markedness. Persian possesses sufficient syntactic
flexibility to reproduce many Arabic marked constructions through inversion,
emphatic particles, repetition, and topicalized pronouns, but these resources
were not consistently utilized in the translation.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that marked information structures are essential
components of meaning in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and that their translation
requires attention to syntax, discourse, and pragmatics simultaneously. Through
the application of Lambrecht’s theory, the research showed that topicalization
and focalization function as major tools for emphasis, emotional intensity, and
rhetorical organization in Arabic devotional discourse.

The findings reveal that Elahi Qomshei’s translation frequently transforms
marked structures into unmarked Persian forms, which leads to the reduction of
pragmatic and rhetorical effects. Although the translation succeeds in conveying
the general meaning and literary tone of the text, it often fails to preserve
informational hierarchy and communicative emphasis. This problem is
especially evident in the treatment of detached pronouns, restrictive particles,
fronted constituents, and passive constructions.

The study further demonstrates that Persian has adequate linguistic resources for
reproducing many Arabic marked structures. Therefore, the observed limitations
are not necessarily caused by structural differences between the two languages
but rather by insufficient attention to discourse functions during translation. The
research emphasizes the importance of integrating functional linguistics and
information structure analysis into translation studies, especially in the
translation of religious and literary texts.
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Finally, this study contributes to Arabic-Persian translation criticism by
highlighting the importance of pragmatic equivalence and markedness in
discourse. It also opens new directions for future research on the translation of
Quranic discourse, Hadith literature, and classical Arabic prose from the
perspective of information structure and functional linguistics.



