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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: Using a discourse-analysis approach, the present study examines the functions
Research Article of figurative elements in strengthening and consolidating religious-Shiite discourse in the

panegyrics of a number of contemporary Iraqi poets on Imam Sajjad (PBUH). The central
problem of the study is to determine how figurative elements contribute to the
organization of meaning, the orientation of the reader’s interpretation, and the
consolidation of the identity components of Shiite discourse.

Research Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is based on the
theoretical framework of critical discourse analysis. The research corpus consists of
panegyrics composed by five contemporary Iraqi poets, namely Kashif al-Ghita, al-
Falluji, Badi, Abu al-Hubb, and al-Wa'ili, on Imam Sajjad (PBUH). Accordingly, the
figurative elements found in these poems were extracted and analyzed in terms of their
discursive functions.

Results: The findings show that figurative elements in these panegyrics perform
functions that go beyond aesthetic embellishment; they operate as active mechanisms in
the production, consolidation, and orientation of meaning. These functions can be
classified into four main axes: cohesion, foregrounding, affective influence, and
concretization. At the level of cohesion, aligned semantic networks, extended metaphors,
structural oppositions, and action-based narrative chains organize the textual structure
around shared semantic centers and consolidate discourses such as oppression,
compassion, historical mourning, and the continuity of Imamate. At the level of
foregrounding, syntactic fronting, the accumulation of semantically charged names, and
the transformation of abstract concepts into sensory signs place the sacred, devotional,
and historical dimensions of the Imam’s identity at the center of the audience’s attention.
From the perspective of affective influence, the embodiment of suffering, the rhetorical
addressing of emotion, and sensory imagery transform doctrinal concepts into perceptual
and emotional experiences. Moreover, in the process of concretization, concepts such as
sacred lineage, guidance, and divine mercy are represented through natural and biological
metaphors in the form of tangible images.

Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that figurative elements in contemporary
Iraqi panegyrics on Imam Sajjad (PBUH) are not merely tools for creating literary beauty.
Rather, as discursive mechanisms, they play an effective role in reproducing collective
memory, deepening religious beliefs, and consolidating Shiite identity. From this
perspective, contemporary Iraqi devotional poetry may be regarded as a discourse-
oriented act that, through the connection between rhetoric and religious ideology,
contributes to the representation and continuity of Shiite discourse.
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Introduction

The present study examines the discursive functions of figurative elements in contemporary
Iraqi panegyrics devoted to Imam Sajjad. It proceeds from the premise that literary texts,
particularly religious poetry, should not be viewed merely as collections of aesthetic devices or
isolated rhetorical ornaments. Rather, they constitute signifying systems through which
ideological, doctrinal, emotional, and historical meanings are produced, organized, and
transmitted. Within this framework, rhetoric becomes a central mechanism in the formation of
discourse, since figurative devices such as simile, metaphor, metonymy, and allusion do not
simply embellish poetic language; they actively shape meaning, direct interpretation, and
participate in the stabilization of collective identity.

The study focuses on Shiite devotional poetry in contemporary Iraq, a literary field in which
religious sentiment, historical memory, and sectarian identity converge. Panegyrics dedicated
to the Imams, and especially to Imam Sajjad, occupy an important position in this tradition
because they represent not only praise of a sacred figure but also a reconstruction of the
historical and spiritual meanings associated with him. Imam Sajjad’s image is closely linked to
Karbala, suffering, worship, asceticism, moral endurance, and the continuity of Imamate after
the tragedy of Ashura. These themes provide a rich discursive ground in which poets can
formulate and reinforce central components of Shiite religious consciousness.

Accordingly, the main problem of the study concerns the role played by figurative elements in
organizing meaning, guiding the audience’s reading, and consolidating the identity components
of Shiite discourse. The research asks how these elements function at the level of textual
structure and semantic orientation, and how they contribute to the representation and
stabilization of key religious concepts such as oppression, sanctity, devotion, divine lineage,
guidance, mercy, and the continuity of the prophetic household. By addressing these questions,
the study seeks to move beyond traditional rhetorical description and to demonstrate how
rhetoric operates as a discursive force in contemporary Iraqi devotional poetry.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is grounded in the theoretical framework
of discourse analysis, with particular attention to the relationship between language, meaning,
ideology, and identity. Discourse is understood here not simply as speech or linguistic
expression, but as a network of concepts, values, signs, and relations through which meanings
are produced and legitimized within a given historical and cultural context. From this
perspective, poetic language is not a neutral medium; it is a field in which ideological and
religious structures are represented, reinforced, and transmitted.

The corpus of the study consists of panegyrics composed by five contemporary Iraqi Shiite
poets: Hadi Al Kashif al Ghita, Haj Mahdi al Falluji, Shaykh Muhammad Juma Badi, Abd al
Mubhsin Abu al Hubb, and Samar Shaykh al Ard al Waili. These poets were selected because
their works contain a significant engagement with the praise of the Ahl al Bayt and because
their poems on Imam Sajjad display a clear interaction between figurative language and
religious discourse. Their poetry also remains relatively underexplored in contemporary literary
criticism, especially from the perspective of the discursive functions of rhetoric.

The analysis concentrates on major figurative elements, particularly simile, metaphor,
metonymy, and allusion, and examines their contribution to four principal discursive functions:
cohesion, foregrounding, affective influence, and concretization. Cohesion refers to the
organization of semantic, imagistic, and rhetorical networks around shared centers of meaning.
Foregrounding concerns the linguistic and rhetorical strategies through which particular
concepts or identity markers are brought to the center of the reader’s attention. Affective
influence denotes the ability of poetic form and imagery to activate emotional and cognitive
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responses in the audience. Concretization refers to the transformation of abstract doctrinal or
theological concepts into sensory, visible, and experientially accessible images.

Results

The findings show that figurative elements in the selected panegyrics perform functions that go
far beyond aesthetic decoration. They operate as active mechanisms in the production,
stabilization, and orientation of meaning. At the level of cohesion, the poems often organize
their imagery around unified semantic fields, such as need and generosity, suffering and
helplessness, mourning and historical loss, or nature and compassion. In some examples, a
single narrative chain, such as the image of a needy creature receiving the Imam’s care, creates
a coherent discourse of mercy and benevolence. In others, the accumulation of terms related to
orphanhood, sickness, weakness, whips, and grief produces a unified field of oppression and
bodily vulnerability.

The study also shows that extended metaphors and structural oppositions are central to the
formation of textual cohesion. For instance, the contrast between public festivity and Shiite
mourning transforms historical grief into a condensed linguistic formula in which joy and
lamentation are placed in direct opposition. Similarly, the representation of wind as a shroud, a
weaver, an embracing presence, and a participant in farewell creates an extended metaphor
through which nature itself becomes involved in the ritual of mourning. Such examples reveal
that cohesion does not arise from individual figures in isolation, but from the systematic
interaction of rhetorical, narrative, and semantic elements.

At the level of foregrounding, the poets use syntactic fronting, repeated nominal structures,
accumulative titles, and sensory signs to highlight the sacred, devotional, and historical identity
of Imam Sajjad. Expressions that present him through titles such as the adornment of
worshippers, the remnant of God, or the divine proof on earth do not function merely as
honorific names. They operate as discursive labels that activate distinct dimensions of his
identity: devotional, sacred, theological, and communal. Similarly, the physical marks of
worship on the forehead become visual signs that justify and intensify the meaning of the title
Sajjad. In this way, abstract religious virtues are transformed into visible evidence.

The function of affective influence is especially evident in the poets’ tendency to embody
suffering and convert historical pain into sensory experience. Grief is represented as something
swallowed like a bitter drink, sorrow becomes heat burning within the heart, and tears are
imagined as rain or flowing water. These images do not merely describe emotion; they make
emotion perceptible. They invite the reader to experience mourning as a bodily, visual, and
affective reality. In this regard, poetic discourse does not only communicate belief; it produces
an emotional experience that deepens the audience’s participation in Shiite memory.
Concretization emerges as another major result of the study. The poets repeatedly transform
theological concepts such as sacred lineage, divine mercy, intercession, guidance, and the
continuity of Imamate into natural and biological images. A descendant of the prophetic
household is represented as a fresh branch, thereby turning lineage into an image of life, growth,
purity, and continuity. Divine mercy appears as a breeze, and grief appears as rain. Through
these metaphors, doctrinal meanings move from the realm of abstract belief into the realm of
tangible perception. This process gives religious concepts greater emotional force and
persuasive stability.

Conclusion

The study concludes that contemporary Iraqi panegyrics on Imam Sajjad possess a distinctly
discursive structure in which figurative elements constitute the foundation of meaning
production. Simile, metaphor, metonymy, and allusion are not peripheral ornaments but central
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mechanisms through which the poems organize their semantic fields, highlight key identity
markers, evoke emotional response, and transform doctrinal concepts into sensory experience.
The rhetorical structure of these poems therefore functions as a means of reinforcing Shiite
discourse at both intellectual and affective levels.

The analysis demonstrates that the four functions of cohesion, foregrounding, affective
influence, and concretization are closely interconnected. Cohesion organizes the poem around
shared semantic centers; foregrounding directs attention toward sacred and historical identity;
affective influence transforms belief into emotional experience; and concretization gives
abstract concepts a visible and memorable form. Together, these functions enable the poems to
reproduce essential components of Shiite discourse, including historical oppression, sanctity,
worship, prophetic lineage, guidance, divine mercy, and the continuity of Imamate.

From a theoretical standpoint, the study shows that reading rhetoric within a discourse-
analytical framework opens a broader horizon than traditional rhetorical criticism. Instead of
merely identifying figures of speech, such an approach explains how these figures participate
in the construction of meaning, power, memory, and identity. It reveals that devotional poetry
is not only an expression of religious emotion but also a discourse-oriented act that contributes
to the preservation and renewal of collective memory.

Ultimately, the panegyrics studied here demonstrate that contemporary Iraqi Shiite poetry
functions as an active medium for the reproduction of religious identity. Through the interaction
of rhetoric and ideology, the image of Imam Sajjad is represented not simply as an object of
praise, but as a central sign around which meanings of suffering, holiness, endurance, worship,
and continuity are organized. In this sense, the poetry of praise becomes a cultural and
discursive practice that sustains Shiite consciousness within the contemporary Iraqi literary
context.
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