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Abstract

The struggle over the concept of metonymy in Islamic thought is not only a
rhetorical problem, but a conflict with a presence in contemporary critical
discourse where the rhetoricians' opinions about the concept of metonymy were
and still are the subject of interest. Nasr Hamid (1943 AD), one of the
contemporary Arab thinkers, chooses relative hermeneutic theories. In his
religious and critical studies, he was able to present a new reading of the thought
of al-Jurjani (471 AH). This paper tries, with a qualitative approach and inductive
method, to provide a clear analysis of Abdel Qaher's thought and the dilemma of
metonymy as manifested through the studies of Abu Zaid. The results shows that
Nasr Hamed tried to read a different reading of al-Jurjani's thoughts. In the first
aspect, he presents a problem in the lexical and rational metonymies of al-Jurjani,
because he sees a connotation of the utterance in the lexical metonymy as an
antithesis to the duality of language and speech in his opinion. In the second
aspect: he deals with a new reading of metaphor and simile, imagining that al-
Jurjani does not attach rhetorical value to investigative metaphor, sensory
likeness, and non-representative analogy; Because the mind falls into a
confinement. He also believes that al-Jurjani presents his interpretive (relative)
idea in imaginary metaphor, likeness, and representation, where representation is
considered as the most important interpretation of his rhetorical achievement. In
addition, obtaining the figurative meaning is considered relative truth.
Keywords: metonymy, resemblance, reason, interpretation

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study probes the status of majaz (figurative language) in classical Arabic
rhetoric through a contemporary hermeneutic lens, placing Nasr Hamid Abu
Zayd’s reading of ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani under critical scrutiny. It starts from
the premise that divergences across intellectual and cultural fields in Islamic
thought generated competing definitions and uses of majaz—differences that
were never purely literary but deeply tied to epistemic and theological
commitments shaping Qur’anic interpretation. Because of its tight linkage to
meaning, majaz historically became a locus of dispute and a tool for
reconstructing intellectual foundations and directing interpretation. With the rise
of “religious enlightenment” and the adoption of relativist hermeneutics, the
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reader’s “horizon of expectations” and his prior assumptions began to play a
larger role in producing meaning. Abu Zayd sought to reread the rhetorical
heritage—especially Jurjani—through this relativist lens. The central question is
whether Abu Zayd’s account of majaz aligns with the internal logic of Jurjani’s
theory or projects modern hermeneutic assumptions onto it.

Methodology
The study frames three research questions: (1) What is the relationship between
majaz and relativism in Abu Zayd’s thought? (2) How does he split Jurjani’s
views into the binary “lexical majaz” vs. “intellectual majaz,” and on what
grounds? (3) Where, in Abu Zayd’s reading, does ta’wil (interpretation) appear
within Jurjani’s system? Methodologically, the article conducts a close textual
analysis of Abu Zayd’s discussions of Jurjani, extracting his citations and
comparing them to Jurjani’s underlying conceptual framework—especially the
theory of nazm (syntactic-semantic arrangement), “ma‘ani al-nahw” (the
semantic force of syntax), and the role of intent/goal (gasd/gharad) in meaning.
It organizes Abu Zayd’s approach along two pathways:
(1) The path of objection, where Abu Zayd rejects Jurjani’s division of majaz
into lexical and intellectual and claims it contradicts nazm and reflects
“theological-exegetical constraints.”
(2) The constructive path, where Abu Zayd recasts metaphor and simile
around a graded notion of ta’wil: the farther and more obscure the tertium
comparationis (wajh al-shabah), the higher the rhetorical value; the closer and
more direct, the lower. He then aligns “imaginative” metaphors and
representative similes with the “purest core of metaphor,” elevating the
cognitively abstract over the sensibly evident.

Results

1) On the alleged contradiction with nazm:
Abu Zayd argues that distinguishing lexical from intellectual majaz
surreptitiously reintroduces the “language/speech” split and privileges the
word as a word, clashing with nazm. The analysis, however, shows Jurjani’s
texts insist that benefit resides in the sentence, not the isolated word; the
“lexical” label refers to the locus of transfer (at the level of the single item
within context), not to ascribing inherent value to words outside nazm. Thus,
the division is functional and intra-structural, not metaphysical.

2) On theological pressure and agency-ascription examples:
Using verses like “grey hair caused by days/rotation of nights,” Abu Zayd
maintains that Jurjani makes majaz ‘agli (intellectual majaz) hinge on
knowing the speaker’s belief, which he deems epistemically unstable for the
hearer. The article counters that, for Jurjani, speaker intent is not private mind-
reading but a contextual cue recoverable from usage, syntactic relations, and
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situational norms—the very web that constitutes nazm. Hence, the standard
for distinguishing truth and majaz is pragmatic and evidential, not mystical.

3) On collapsing lexical and intellectual majaz into “one cultural root™:
Abu Zayd reduces both to cultural convention because language is “the heart
of the cultural.” While Jurjani does accept conventionality of linguistic
signification, his analytical distinction targets where the shift occurs (in the
predicate—subject relation vs. in the item’s assigned meaning) within the
architecture of discourse. Invoking kalam background does not erase the
autonomy of Jurjani’s rhetorical analysis.

4) On re-centering ta’wil as the essence of rhetoric:
Abu Zayd reinterprets Jurjani’s metaphor/simile taxonomy as a scale of
interpretive labor: the more remote and non-obvious the similarity, the higher
the eloquence; the closer and more direct, the more “banal” or “vulgar.” He
elevates the “pure core of metaphor” where similarity is intellectually
construed (whether sensate-to-abstract, abstract-to-abstract, etc.). The article
refines this by showing that Jurjani certainly grades strength/weakness but
does not strip “closer” metaphors of eloquence; his criterion is the amount of
meaningful work effected by nazm, the suitability to maqam
(context/purpose), and the prevention of affectation—not an open-ended
relativism that equates “more effort to understand” with “more value.”

5) Extending the interpretive metric to simile:
Abu Zayd divides simile into a non-interpretive type (near/manifest similarity)
and an interpretive one (representative/analogical) and pairs them with his
metaphor split (investigative vs. imaginative). The study notes that Jurjani’s
celebrated achievement is indeed to differentiate simile from tamthil and to
map their workings—but without absolutizing a superiority of the “distant”
over the “near.” Jurjani’s standard remains internal: coherence of nazm,
calibrated similarity, and goal-attainment.

Conclusion

The article concludes that Abu Zayd’s deployment of Jurjani serves a broader
project of relativist re-reading of the tradition, in which majaz and ta’wil are
treated as near-synonyms and used to rebuild rhetorical classifications around
degrees of interpretive freedom. This yields binaries—Iexical/intellectual,
sensible/intellectual, vulgar/pure—and a value hierarchy that maps directly onto
“difficulty of comprehension.” Against this, Jurjani’s texts reveal a structural-
pragmatic program: meaning emerges from nazm (the orchestration of meanings
of syntax within discourse), intent as purposive aim recoverable through
contextual evidence, and appropriateness (mula’ama) between wording,
meaning, and situation. He neither abolishes the eloquence of “near” similarities
nor unleashes the intellect without guardrails. Practically, the study urges
integrating modern hermeneutics to the measure of the text, not imposing theory
upon it. Majaz should remain a regulated semantic mechanism, not a pretext for
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boundless relativism. In this light, reclaiming Jurjani within his conceptual
milieu—while engaging contemporary methods—preserves the rigor of Arabic
rhetoric and clarifies where Abu Zayd’s creative rereadings illuminate the
heritage, and where they overgeneralize or transpose modern assumptions onto
classical theory.
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Abstract

The study of Imam Husayn’s timeless uprising within contemporary literary
works, particularly in the dramatic genre, continually illustrates a discourse that,
as a transformative historical event, embodies profound human and spiritual
ideals. This discourse resounds with calls for justice and truth, conveying the
essence of this grand, divinely inspired movement to the world. This article,
employing an analytical-descriptive approach based on Fairclough's critical
discourse theory across the dimensions of description, interpretation, and
explanation, seeks to uncover the depth of Ashura's discourse within ‘Abd al-
Rahman Sharqawi’s play, Al-Husayn: The Revolutionary and Martyr, written in
response to the Arab world’s shifting political landscape after Gamal Abdel
Nasser’s defeat. The play is examined as a representation of the discourse of
resistance in modern Arab culture, providing a platform to explore its social,
cultural, ideological, and intertextual-religious themes. Findings indicate that at
the descriptive level, the playwright uses linguistic and rhetorical elements
reflecting the event’s spirit, highlighting its spiritual and emotional impact in a
transhistorical frame. At the interpretive level, the play resonates with intertextual
elements, including the Qur’an and other religious texts, conveying the spirit of
social awakening and resistance against oppression. At the explanatory level, the
playwright critiques contemporary oppression, reflecting a need to revive human
and revolutionary values in his time.

Keywords: Imam Husayn, Arabic drama, Ashura uprising, ‘Abd al-Rahman
Shargawi, Norman Fairclough's theory

Extended Abstract
Introduction
The Karbala event has long shaped ethical, social, and spiritual horizons in
Islamic thought. Beyond historical and political facts, it functions as a living
source of values such as sacrifice, justice, and the refusal of oppression. The
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Egyptian playwright Abd al-Rahman Shargawi (1920-1987) restages this legacy
in his two-part dramatic poem, al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan (Husayn: Rebel
and Martyr). Part I covers the crisis after Muawiya’s death; Part II dramatizes the
arrival at Karbala, the day of Ashura, the tragedy, the captivity of the family, and
the continuing moral consequences. This study rereads Sharqawi’s play through
Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). CDA views literary
texts not only as representations but also as practices that make, circulate, and
contest ideologies and power relations. Using Fairclough’s three stages—
description, interpretation, and explanation—the article asks: (1) What themes
and discourses structure al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan? (2) How does the play
link the original message of Ashura with contemporary realities in order to form
an ethic of resistance?

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical design grounded in Fairclough’s Critical
Discourse Analysis, integrating three linked stages in one workflow: (1)
description, where selected scenes are examined for lexis, transitivity, modality,
syntax, and rhetorical devices (repetition, parallelism, metaphor, allusion,
rhyme/saj), with special attention to emphatic negations (lan, lastu), oath
formulas, and purpose clauses (ji’tu kay...) that foreground Husayn’s agency and
moral resolve; (2) interpretation, which traces intertextual ties to the Quran and
devotional formulas (ziyarah) alongside the situational context of post-1967
Egypt—defeat, authoritarian pressure, and a public search for ethical models—to
show how the play’s “then” speaks to the audience’s “now”; and (3) explanation,
which maps how textual choices and intertexts build a counter-hegemony of
justice, dignity, and speech against the hegemony of fear, bribery, and silence,
positioning audiences as responsible agents called to break silence and protect the
weak. Sampling is purposive, focusing on representative passages central to
resistance, justice, and ethical leadership rather than cataloguing all stylistic
features, and prior scholarship on Shargawi and resistance poetics is used
comparatively while keeping the analysis aligned with CDA’s diagnostic aims.

Results

Textual description: a grammar of resolve.

Sharqawi shapes Husayn’s voice through categorical negations, oath formulas,
and action verbs that foreclose any reading of capitulation: “I will never submit,”
“By God, I am no coward,” and “I came to rescue you from your oppressors and
to demolish the pillars of error.” Purpose clauses align identity with mission
(rescue, reform, guidance). Lexical pairings such as “the trampled right” versus
“the crushing injustice” dramatize moral contrast, while syntactic parallelism—
especially direct repetition—creates a chant-like insistence suited to didactic
theater and communal memory. Figurative language extends ethics into imagery:
phrases like “tyrants of darkness,” “let our cry be a trumpet,” and “let our torn
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bodies be banners of truth” translate pain into mobilizing signs, making figures
of speech carriers of meaning rather than ornament.

Intertextual and situational interpretation: from scripture to street.

The play’s pivots echo Quranic proclamations that truth arrives and falsehood
vanishes, positioning Muawiya and Yazid as emblems of falsehood and Husayn
as the locus of truth and freedom. Ziyarah formulas (“you commanded justice and
called to it”) are revoiced as dialogue to present justice as the legal and moral
basis of governance. This intertextual weaving situates the drama within a sacred
archive that amplifies its authority. Situationally, the play addresses an audience
marked by defeat and domestic repression: lines that renounce the pursuit of
dominion and affirm reform, right guidance, and protection of the weak mirror
demands for ethical rule. Exhortations to speak—“Why do you keep silent?
Speak, O people!”—challenge the hegemony of silence, and the refrain “hayhat
minni al-dhilla” is framed as a civic ethic in which dignity is non-negotiable.
Explanatory synthesis: counter-hegemony and the politics of memory.
Read through CDA'’s third stage, the play operates as a counter-hegemonic
project. Martyrdom is resignified as “greater freedom,” not fatalism; the image
“make our torn bodies banners of truth” converts trauma into a pedagogy of
courage in which fragments become flags and grief becomes a grammar for
collective action. The work gathers a repertoire of just practice—refusal of
coerced allegiance, defense of public wealth as a trust, protection of the weak,
and the duty to speak. Thematic pillars emerge clearly: justice and fair
distribution of resources; rejection of coercion by fear or bribery; freedom and
dignity as ethical foundations; speech over silence as civic duty; and a
transhistorical address that turns the audience into accountable interlocutors.
Formal devices—repetition, parallelism, antithesis, and rhythmic phrasing—
function as tools that bind memory to action.

Dialogue with earlier studies.

Previous research identified resistance markers (defense of the oppressed,
martyrdom, women’s steadfastness), analyzed imperatives and request strategies,
and compared historicity across Karbala works. The present CDA approach
complements these findings by showing how micro-level linguistic choices
(negation, oath modality, purposive syntax) anchor a macro politics of
emancipation, and how intertextual citation organizes a moral economy that
contests contemporary hegemony.

Conclusion

Using Fairclough’s CDA clarifies how al-Husayn Thairan wa Shahidan
transforms sacred history into a living discourse of resistance suited to its
historical moment. At the descriptive level, negations, oaths, purposive syntax,
and dense rhetorical arrays create a grammar of resolve that renders surrender
unthinkable. At the interpretive level, Quranic and devotional intertexts and
careful staging of historical actors place the play within a sacred archive while
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addressing the emotional and political pressures of modern Egypt. At the
explanatory level, the work builds a counter-hegemony: martyrdom as freedom,
silence as complicity, and public life oriented to justice, dignity, and speech.
Three contributions follow. First, form is political action: Sharqawi’s stylistic
design serves ideological ends. Second, intertext bridges eras, turning Ashura into
a renewable resource for ethical citizenship and social critique. Third, drama
becomes pedagogy: remembrance is translated into responsibility, and grief into
guidance. In short, the play does not merely depict Karbala; it performs it as
discourse that calls audiences to rescue the oppressed, dismantle error, restore
justice, and dignify life through truth.
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Abstract

The translation of sacred texts, especially the Quran, is one of the most
challenging fields of translation due to the deep semantic and rhetorical layers.
Ironies, as one of the significant rhetorical figures in the Qur'an, have complex
semantic and rhetorical dimensions, and accurately conveying them to another
language requires special precision and skill. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the translation of Quranic ironies in the "Ma’ani al-Qur’an" by
Mohammad Bager Behboodi, based on Antoine Berman's deforming tendencies.
And it seeks to identify the degree of conformity of Behbodi's translations with
Berman's theory and analyze the impact of these translations on the Persian
audience's understanding of Quranic ironies. This study is descriptive-analytical
and examples of Quranic verses that contain irony have been investigated. In this
regard, several of Berman's deforming tendencies, including Rationalization,
Clarification, Qualitative impoverishment, Quantitative impoverishment,
Ennoblement, the destruction of expression and idioms, have been selected as the
analysis framework. The findings show that in Behboodi's translation
Rationalization and clarification tendencies are most prominent. In some cases,
these tendencies have resulted in the loss of rhetorical imagery and the originality
of the ironies. Behbodi, in spite of trying to convey figurative and ironic
meanings, in some cases he has resorted to Expansion and Clarification more than
needed. This study shows the Berman's theory can be an effective tool for
critiquing and evaluating Quranic translations and helps to preserve the
originality and richness of the original text.

Keywords: translation critique, irony, Ma’ani al-Qur’an, Antoine Berman,
Behboudi

Extended Abstract
Introduction
Translating sacred texts—and the Qur’an in particular—yposes a dual challenge:
conveying layered meanings with doctrinal precision while preserving the text’s
rhetorical power. Among the Qur’an’s rhetorical resources, kinayah (conceived
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here as an indirect expression that signals a meaning via a necessary implication
while keeping the literal sense available) is especially demanding. It is culturally
embedded, multivalent, and often functions as an ethical-aesthetic device rather
than mere ornament. This study evaluates how Mohammad-Baqger Behboudi’s
Ma‘ani al-Qur’an renders Qur’anic kinayat into Persian through the lens of
Antoine Berman’s “deforming tendencies,” a critical framework that warns
against translational moves that erode a source text’s linguistic and cultural
singularity. While Berman lists thirteen tendencies, this study concentrates on six
that most directly affect kinayah and Qur’anic eloquence: rationalization,
clarification, quantitative impoverishment, qualitative impoverishment,
ennoblement (ornamental elevation), and the destruction of expressions and
idioms.
The problem driving the inquiry is twofold. First, kinayah’s layered semantics
can be flattened by translational smoothing, paraphrase, or normalization; second,
exegetical intentions in a “translational-tafsir” like Ma‘ani al-Qur’an may invite
clarifying additions that risk displacing the original’s suggestive ambiguity.
Given Berman’s anti-domesticating posture and his insistence on safeguarding
the foreign text’s formal-rhetorical texture, the study asks:
1. Which Bermanian tendency is most frequent in Behboudi’s renderings of
Qur’anic kinayah?
2. In what ways does Behboudi successfully transfer the rhetorical images
without undue loss?
3. How (and when) do deforming tendencies reduce the eloquence and
integrity of the Qur’an’s figurative expressions?
The study’s hypotheses anticipate a high incidence of rationalization and
clarification in Behboudi’s work; further, it posits that Berman’s framework can
effectively surface where linguistic and rhetorical structures have been weakened,
and that some kinayat in Ma‘ani al-Qur’an suffer partial loss of eloquence
through such tendencies.

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in Berman’s theory.
From Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, 30 verses featuring kinayah were purposively sampled
and coded against six deforming tendencies (rationalization, clarification,
qualitative/quantitative impoverishment, ennoblement, and destruction of
expressions/idioms). Each verse was examined by (i) identifying the kinayah, its
literal base, implicatures, and cultural-exegetical background using classical
rhetoric and standard tafsir; (ii) comparing the Arabic text with Behboudi’s
Persian rendering to note structural shifts, explicitation, lexical substitutions, and
idiom handling; and (iii) mapping observed shifts to one or more Bermanian
tendencies, allowing co-occurrence. Results were tallied by verse and tendency
and normalized to percentages to show the overall distribution.
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Results

Behboudi’s translation of Qur’anic kinadyah shows dominant tendencies of
clarification (24%) and destruction of idioms (24%), followed by rationalization
(23%), with qualitative impoverishment, ennoblement, and rare quantitative
impoverishment (~2%). The pattern indicates a preference for explanatory,
accessible renderings over preserving ambiguity and rhetorical density.

At times Behboudi retains the figurative force, as in Q 17:24 where the “lowering
of the wing” still conveys humility despite slight ornamentation. More often,
however, meaning is thinned: clarification fixes polysemous kinayah into one
reading; rationalization smooths syntax at the expense of rhythm; idioms lose
euphemistic or cultural force when rendered literally, as with suqita fT aydihim or
na‘jah as “ewe.” Qualitative loss appears when substitutions weaken doctrinal
weight, while ennoblement adds literary flourish that shifts tone. Even small
omissions, like dropping emphasis particles, reduce rhetorical impact.

Such deformations affect function: ethical directives lose imagery’s pedagogical
strength, eschatological scenes lose rhythmic density, and gendered euphemisms
lose cultural nuance. Compared with earlier general critiques, this study shows
that while Behboudi occasionally preserves the Qur’an’s imagistic pedagogy, his
strategies often confirm Berman’s warning—<clarification, literalism, and
embellishment erode ambiguity, idioms, and voice. The findings highlight the
fragile balance between accessibility and fidelity in Qur’an translation, and the
usefulness of Berman’s framework in tracing where this balance holds or falters.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Berman’s theory, applied selectively to six
tendencies most relevant to kinayah, is a productive diagnostic for evaluating
Qur’an translations that oscillate between exposition and fidelity to rhetorical
design. In Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, clarification and rationalization are unsurprisingly
prominent given the translational-tafsir aim; however, their high frequencies,
together with the destruction of expressions/idioms, indicate pressure points
where kinayah’s multivalence, decorum, and culture-specific resonance are at
risk. Qualitative impoverishment and ennoblement further mark a tension
between readability/beauty and formal adherence, while quantitative
impoverishment, though infrequent, reminds us that Qur’anic emphasis is not
expendable.

Two practical conclusions follow. First, methodological guidance: when
rendering kinayah, translators should prefer image-conserving minimalism in the
main text and relocate necessary explication to paratext (notes, glossaries). This
balances doctrinal clarity with rhetorical integrity and aligns with Berman’s anti-
domesticating ethic. Second, pedagogical apparatus: editions intended for general
readers may present the primary translation with preserved figurative structures,
supported by tiered notes (literal gloss; idiomatic sense; brief cultural/exegetical
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cue). This scaffolding lets readers experience the Qur’an’s figurative pedagogy
while gaining access to intended meanings.

Finally, the study’s scope—30 kinayat—yields a robust but not exhaustive
picture. A fuller mapping across all surahs, expanded inter-translator
comparisons, and quantitative stylistics (e.g., measuring nominal/verbal
conversions, rhythm proxies) would refine the portrait of how kinayah survives—
or falters—under different translational regimes. Even so, the present analysis
suggests that Behboudi often does transmit the thrust of Qur’anic kinayat,
especially where he resists over-explicitation; where he capitulates to
clarification, rationalization, or idiomatic substitution, the eloquence and cultural
specificity of the source text attenuate. For Qur’an translation broadly, Berman’s
framework thus remains a salutary constraint: it keeps translators answerable not
only to “what the text means,” but to how the text means—through the very
forms, idioms, and rhythms that make the Qur’an the Qur’an.
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Abstract

"Silence Discourse Analysis" is one of the new linguistic models that utilizes the
achievements of various sciences such as phonetics, psychology and sociology of
language to analyze the different levels of silence in the context of speech, as well
as to study the role of unsaid words and expressions. Mahzouf deals with the
formation of the narrative. In the framework of this pattern, silence is said to be
the absence of a linguistic element whose absence in the text creates a significant
presence; Therefore, in the present research, an attempt is made to study the types
of silence in the play "Al-Husayn Tha'iran" by applying the discourse analysis
approach of silence and relying on the descriptive-analytical method, the
discourse function of these types in advancing the text, as well as their role in
Establishing a relationship between intra-linguistic and extra-linguistic
components should be investigated. The results of the research show that in the
present play, silence is represented on three structural, semantic and pragmatic
levels and has a narrative and social function. Its narrative function is related to
creating space, creating knots, characterizing and expanding the story, and its
social function implies oriental psychological and political motivations.
Discourse silence, through the non-physical and suggestive presence of those
linguistic elements that describe the events and crises governing the land of Egypt
and other Arab-speaking societies, indicates the correlation of the text with extra-
linguistic factors.

Keywords: linguistics, discourse of silence, the play "Al-Husayn Tha’iran", ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Shargawi

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines “discourse of silence” as a contemporary, interdisciplinary
linguistic approach for probing narrative texts. Building on work by scholars such
as Kurzon, Ephratt, and others, the approach treats silence not as mere absence
but as a contextual, intentional, and symbolic resource that advances meaning.
Drawing tools from psychology, phonetics, and sociolinguistics, it argues that
what is left unsaid—gaps, deletions, and suspended references—can propel the
narrative and forge links between the linguistic fabric of a text and its extra-
linguistic milieu (social, cultural, political). The article applies this lens to
Abdelrahman al-Sharqawi’s drama al-Husayn Tha’iran (“Husayn, the Rebel”), a
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modern play that blends verse and prose to dramatize the pre-Karbala events. In
this work, Shargawi mobilizes silence alongside other stylistic devices to
heighten pathos, foster solidarity, and inflame anti-tyrannical resolve among
readers and spectators. The significance of the present research lies in offering a
fresh reading of the play through a discourse-analytic framework that makes
latent, supra-textual meanings visible and clarifies how silence functions as a
narrative technique linking intra-textual units (lexis, syntax, discourse structure)
to extra-textual forces (political repression, communal ethics, cultural memory).
The study asks: In al-Husayn Tha’iran, at which levels is silence represented?
What are its discourse functions? And how does it connect linguistic and non-
linguistic dimensions?

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive—analytical approach in discourse analysis, first
defining “silence” as the marked absence of an expected signifier in linguistics, a
textual “absence” in deconstruction, and a cross-field deletion category (e.g.,
empty categories, zero morphemes). Following Kurzon’s typology, it
distinguishes structural, semantic, and pragmatic silence: structurally, omissions
like ellipsis or cataphoric cues compress language and drive suspense;
semantically, metaphor and metonymy defer or shift meaning (e.g., oppression as
mass, betrayal as motion); pragmatically, presuppositions (factive, existential,
lexical, structural, counterfactive) and Gricean implicatures background
information and prompt readers to infer what is unsaid. The analysis proceeds
scene by scene through the play’s 13 chapters, identifying instances at each level
and interpreting their functions for plot, characterization, tone, and political
signaling. It draws on classical Arabic rhetoric and contemporary discourse
theory, anchoring claims in precise micro-readings such as the coded cue
“Salma/Sulaymi” and the epithet Dhu al-‘Aynayn.

Results

In al-Husayn Tha’iran, silence functions on several interwoven levels to produce
both dramatic intensity and political resonance. Structurally, ellipsis and
cataphora serve as engines of emotion, power, and suspense. The omission of
verbs and subjects condenses meaning while amplifying stance, as when
characters announce Mu‘awiya’s death with clipped phrases that refuse to name
him, embodying contempt in the very act of omission. Ellipsis also marks power
asymmetries: Ibn Ziyad’s interruptions of Hani’’s cousin truncate clauses to
assert authority, while the sneer “anta aydan? / you too?” erases the predicate to
belittle the poet Bishr’s political voice. Cataphoric cues likewise defer meaning,
withholding referents until later revelation—such as the delayed disclosure that
“him” in “I will kill him if he refuses to pledge” refers to Husayn, or the cryptic
epithet “the dawn has broken for the two-eyed,” later resolved as al-Mukhtar,
transforming suspense into narrative payoff.



G, Ol e 1 36 iy anlitolé s oS ol I Yot I

On the semantic plane, silence emerges through metaphor and metonymy.
Metaphors compress abstract socio-political realities into vivid scenography:
tyranny is imagined as “blocking the horizons of space,” betrayal is figured as an
active pursuer, and a mouth “filled with curses and falsehood” renders intangible
vices as physical saturation. Metonymy, by contrast, strings together details to
conjure lived conditions: Muslim b. ‘Aqil’s hunger, thirst, ragged clothes, and
rejection at every door collectively dramatize homelessness and political terror in
Kufa. Similarly, threats of confiscation or exclusion from teaching metonymize
repression, while the nobles’ disdain for economic equality becomes visible in
their horror at being “like shepherds.”

Pragmatically, silence operates through presupposition and implicature,
structuring how audiences process and supplement meaning. Factive
presuppositions, such as the exclamation “Rejoice!” at Mu‘awiya’s death, encode
political alignment and unexpected joy. Structural presuppositions, as in a
mother’s query about her son’s sudden change of loyalty, assume prior states of
conviction and expose opportunism. Counterfactive presuppositions reveal
hypocrisy, as ‘Umar b. Sa‘d invokes kinship with Muslim b. ‘Aqil only to betray
it. Existential presuppositions in lines like “our state” or “I know state affairs”
smuggle claims to authority and entitlement into the discourse. Implicatures,
meanwhile, rely on the deliberate violation of conversational maxims: the taunt
about chasing women at pilgrimage draws on pre-Islamic traditions to insinuate
unworthiness, a youth’s contradictory account of his father’s death signals
evasion to protect honor, and Muslim’s abrupt “I am very thirsty” during an old
woman'’s tale flouts relevance, forcing the audience to infer urgency and counter-
claims to narrative space.

Taken together, these forms of silence fulfill cross-level narrative and socio-
political functions. They generate suspense, cohesion, and character depth, while
simultaneously encoding resistance in an atmosphere of censorship and
repression. By omitting, deferring, and figuratively displacing speech, Shargawi
critiques tyranny, hereditary power, and social hypocrisy without stating them
outright. Silence becomes both a dramaturgical strategy and a political weapon,
enabling modernist theater to stage dissent through gaps, ambiguities, and the
eloguence of what remains unsaid.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that al-Husayn Tha’iran uses silence at structural, semantic,
and pragmatic levels to achieve both literary and political purposes. Structural
silences—such as ellipsis and delayed references—condense meaning, stage
power relations, and heighten dramatic tension around key events like succession,
betrayal, or assassination. Semantic silences—through metaphor and
metonymy—translate abstract evils like oppression, treachery, and corruption
into vivid, sensory images that shape the audience’s moral imagination.
Pragmatic silences—via presupposition and implicature—engage the audience as
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co-interpreters, prompting them to recover the unsaid and thereby deepen their
ethical and emotional involvement. Together, these silences connect the play’s
linguistic form with its historical context, mirroring a society constrained by
censorship and fear while also embodying ideals of resistance, solidarity, and
justice. In Sharqawi’s dramaturgy, not-saying is never neutral; it is a deliberate
aesthetic and political act that turns absence into meaning and makes silence a
constitutive device of modernist Arabic theater.
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Abstract

The religious symbol is a pivotal element in Arabic poetry, providing depth of
meaning and aesthetic richness while exploring spiritual and metaphysical
dimensions. This study examines the use of religious symbolism in Paradises of
Inanna by Iragi poet Yahya Al-Samawi, analyzing its semantic layers within the
poet’s historical and cultural context. It investigates how symbols enhance
aesthetic, philosophical, and social meanings, while also reflecting Sufi and
historical heritage. Using a descriptive-analytical approach and stylistic criticism,
the study shows that Al-Samawi draws symbols from Islamic heritage, Sufism,
and Sumerian mythology, imbuing his poetry with meanings that transcend
surface interpretation. These symbols convey philosophical themes of life and
death, love and beauty, and the struggle between oppression and justice, enabling
multiple readings from Sufi spirituality to political critique. The findings
highlight how symbolism functions not only as an aesthetic device but also as a
tool for reinterpreting history and evoking human values rooted in existential
experience. By intertwining mythological and historical structures, Al-Samawi
recontextualizes cultural heritage to address modern Arab struggles such as
oppression and alienation. The study concludes that his integration of religious
and mythological symbols transforms them into instruments for deconstructing
reality and reconstructing it through a contemporary poetic vision.

Keywords: religious symbolism, Yahya Al-Samawi, Paradises of Inanna,
contemporary Arabic poetry, symbolic meaning

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study explores how the Iragi poet Yahya al-Samawi harnesses religious
symbolism in Faradis Inana (Paradises of Inanna) to generate layered meanings
that move beyond ornament toward epistemic, ethical, and political critique.
Rooted in a long Arabic tradition—from pre-Islamic invocations through Sufi
interiority to modernist reinventions—al-Samawi retools the sacred by fusing
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Qur’anic allusion, Sufi figures, and Mesopotamian myth within a single poetic
economy. The title itself encodes the project: “paradises” signals soteriology and
bliss, while “Inanna,” the Sumerian goddess of love and war, invokes
descent/ascent, sacrifice, and renewal. The study asks how these symbols are
deployed, what semantic and pragmatic loads they bear in the poems, and how
they dialogue with Sufi heritage and historical memory. While prior scholarship
addresses al-Samawi’s anti-colonial poetics and iconic figures (Abu Dharr,
Husayn), the specific Inanna/Enlil braid with Qur’anic and Sufi intertexts remains
underexamined. Drawing on Arabic debates about symbol and symbolism—
conventional vs. constructive, clear vs. dense, and typologies across natural,
religious, mythic, historical, social, literary, and philosophical domains—the
study treats symbolism as an aesthetics of suggestion and inner music that rejects
naive directness while organizing the poem into an organic, unified affect.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive—analytical method grounded in intertextual and
semiotic reading. It first delimits a corpus from Faradis Inana and performs close
readings of passages where religious and mythic markers cluster (Inanna’s
descent, Enlil-as-power, Bayt al-Mal/justice, al-Hallaj, ‘Ad/Thamiid, and
isra’/mi‘raj imagery). It then identifies and classifies symbols by source (Islamic,
Sufi, Mesopotamian myth, historical/cultural), form (simple/compound;
clear/dense), function (expressive, suggestive, incarnational, ornamental), and
value (subjective/authorial vs. culturally shared). Next, it interprets each symbol
in situ—relative to voice, addressee, argument, and scene types (eros, civic
critique, spiritual quest)—treating Qur’anic citations and echoes (e.g., “Inna
khalagnakum...”, Ayat al-Kurs) as dialogic triggers that refract contemporary
crises of authority, hypocrisy, and fractured sovereignty rather than mere
ornament. Finally, it synthesizes cross-poem clusters to surface macro-motifs—
protest against false piety, eros—sacrum fusion, virtuous city vs. counterfeit jihad,
thunder without rain, and a purgative return to the primal forest—and aligns these
with Sufi poetics (fana’, martyr-love) and Mesopotamian descent/ascent
dramaturgies.

Results

The results show that Faradis Inana constructs a symbolic world where sacred
and mythic elements merge to critique authority, explore desire, and imagine
alternative futures. Inanna’s descent and Enlil’s power are reinterpreted as
metaphors of protest against hypocrisy and greed, while Qur’anic references to
Bayt al-Mal and equality highlight justice as a lived principle rather than rhetoric.
Love, too, is sacralized: scenes of embrace and desire are reframed through
Qur’anic echoes and ascension imagery, turning eros into a form of spiritual
ascent. The fusion of body and spirit challenges the idea that religious symbolism
suppresses corporeality, instead presenting it as part of a cosmic drama of union.
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Al-Samawi also engages in political critique, as in the poem “Uruk,” where
multiple “lords” with conflicting claims corrupt the meaning of sacred texts.
Here, scripture becomes a contested field, exposing how power distorts belief.
Against this, the poet imagines a utopian “virtuous city” free from false piety and
violence, a space defined by tenderness, equality, and transparency.

Other images capture the frustrations of modern existence: thunder without rain
symbolizes deferred grace, while the absence of sacred guides or miraculous
transport reflects blocked paths to transcendence. Historical and Qur’anic
narratives are recast as allegories of love and ruin, with ‘Ad and Thamid serving
as metaphors for destructive relationships. In the elegy of Uruk, paradises
collapse into Sagar, Inanna becomes stone, and the poet withdraws to the forest—
a return to primal honesty stripped of illusion.

Formally, the collection relies on compressed, image-rich language, liminal times
like dusk and dawn, and a blend of Qur’anic, Sufi, and mythic references. These
symbols are often dense, demanding cultural memory, yet at crucial moments
they turn transparent to assert ethical clarity, particularly in affirmations of justice
and critiques of false religiosity. Together, these results reveal al-Samawi’s
ability to make religious symbolism a dynamic tool for protest, spiritual
reflection, and poetic reinvention.

Conclusion

Faradis Inana reveals al-Samawi’s distinctive ability to employ religious
symbolism as an active mode of knowledge rather than decorative flourish. The
collection achieves this through three operations: refunctioning, by reworking
Qur’anic, Sufi, and Sumerian symbols to diagnose present crises—sectarianism,
false piety, political coercion—while preserving transcendence; confluence, by
fusing eros and sacrum so that bodily intimacy and spiritual ascent illuminate one
another, with love scenes cast in the language of creation and mi ‘raj; and counter-
imagining, by resisting counterfeit religiosity with visions of utopia built on
tenderness, equality, and a return to primal sincerity symbolized by the forest and
the basmalah’s threshold. The study shows that al-Samawi’s symbols are
dynamic agents that protest, console, indict, and invite, transforming myth into a
living critique and scripture into dialogic energy. In this way, Faradis Inana
dramatizes salvation under modern pressures, portraying paradises that risk
collapsing into Sagar yet continue to seek blessing. For modern Arabic poetics,
the work exemplifies how disparate symbolic lineages can be braided into an
ethically charged, aesthetically rich discourse that speaks to metaphysical hunger
and civic wounds alike.
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The Semantic Reading of Unique Lexical Items within the
Semantic Field of States and Attributes in Light of the
Rhetorical Context of Nahj al-Balaghah
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Abstract

In Nahj al-Balaghah, certain words appear only once in the text; therefore, they
can be considered unique lexical items. Some of these words may share meanings
with synonyms, yet no synonym can fully replace the unique word in context.
This is because the unique word often carries broader connotations and subtler
nuances that other words within the same semantic field lack. Such distinctive
features become evident especially when the words are employed in rhetorical
arrays, where devices like rhyme, metaphor, and metonymy are frequently used.
In this study, we aim to identify and analyze these unique words, focusing on
their semantic and literary dimensions. Their meanings are examined through
classical dictionaries, exegetical works, and commentaries, while also comparing
them with their synonyms to highlight semantic differences. Particular attention
is given to the contextual implications of these words, which reveal their unique
contribution to the rhetorical and aesthetic texture of the text. To achieve this, we
adopt a descriptive-analytical approach, seeking to demonstrate how the use of
unique lexical items in Nahj al-Balaghah enriches its semantic depth and literary
artistry.

Keyword: Nahj al-Balaghah, semantics, semantic relations, lexical texture,
unique words, synonymy

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nahj al-Balaghah—second only to the Qur’an in prestige for many Arabic
scholars—exhibits a density of meaning whose recovery depends on close
attention to wording and context. This study focuses on a distinctive stylistic
phenomenon in Imam ‘Ali’s discourse: single-occurrence lexical choices within
the semantic field of states and qualities. By “semantic field” we mean a network
of words united by related referents and organized through relations such as
synonymy, inclusion/hyponymy, part-whole, opposition, and incompatibility.
The research problem is to explain why and how Imam “Ali selects a unique item
from among many near-synonyms in a given field and how that choice modifies
meaning in its local context. The target set comprises ten items, each occurring
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once in this field within Nahj al-Balaghah: al-shadkh, al-wagqs, al-dafiq, al-fashi,
takshir (al-kashr), al-lajalaj, mutamarrig, jadaha, bu‘thirat, al-baqr, and nahif.
Prior work has treated “unique” vocabulary in the field of nature; to our
knowledge, there is no semantic-field study of unique items in the states/qualities
domain. The guiding question is: Why and in what ways does Imam “Ali favor
these unique lexemes over their near-synonyms, and what does each selection
accomplish semantically, pragmatically, and rhetorically?

Methodology

The study adopts a multi-step qualitative approach. (1) It defines "unique lexeme"
operationally as a word that occurs once within the Nahj al-Balaghah corpus in
the target semantic field of states/qualities. The initial inventory was assembled
from concordance readings of sermons, letters, and aphorisms. (2) For each item,
we reconstruct primary senses, derivatives, and figurative extensions using major
lexica (e.g., al-Khalil, Ibn Manzur, al-Fayyumi, al-Raghib, al-Zabidi, al-Mu'jam
al-Wasit). (3) We locate the item in its immediate clause, sentence, and genre
context and map collocations, morphological patterning, and sound shape
(phonotactics, rhyme, cadence). (4) We build a local synonym set from classical
dictionaries and rhetorical commentaries, then contrast the focal item with its
near-synonyms by denotation, connotation, selectional restrictions, and discourse
fit. Special attention is given to hyponymy/inclusion (e.g., "horse™ is a kind of
"animal") and to constraints that block interchangeability in context. (5) We
consult classical commentaries on Nahj al-Balaghah to cross-check semantic
inferences and recover implied figurative readings (metaphor, metonymy,
kinayah). (6) Finally, we synthesize findings to propose functional motives for
each choice (precision of reference, rhetorical force, ethical evaluation, sonic
patterning), and to generalize about Imam Ali's semantic craftsmanship.

Results

Imam Ali’s diction in Nahj al-Balaghah shows surgical precision in “force” and
“rupture” fields. He chooses shadkh (cracking a hollow object) over generic
kasr/hashm to evoke skulls at Badr and, by kinayah, intellectual emptiness.
Likewise, wags targets ‘“neck-breaking,” completing the arc from “stretching
necks” in presumption to a snapped claim—nuance kasr/qasr/shaqq cannot
deliver. In unveiling falsehood, baqr (splitting a belly) paired with khasira
(“flank™) frames batil as a beast to be eviscerated so the concealed haqq can
emerge—far more pointed than fath, was®, shaqq, or sad".

Where motion and appearance matter, the lexemes compress manner and scale.
Dafig names high-energy outpouring (not just “pour/run/decant”) and, on the fa‘il
pattern, functions adjectivally; its sonic pairing with fatiq for “rent air” binds
cadence to meaning. Fashi marks praise as widely prevalent, not merely “visible”
or “spread,” fitting a doxology that saturates creation. Kashr (baring teeth)
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personifies the night’s yielding to dawn better than laughter-bound angala,
sharpening the hinge between epochs.

For inner states, sound and sense align. Lajalaj iconically rattles—its repeated /1/
and /j/ enact oscillation—capturing wisdom shuttling in a hypocrite’s chest until
expelled, where haraka, qalaq/iz‘aj, or episodic ikhtilaj fall short. Mutamarrigh
(animal wallowing) rebukes Ziyad’s heedless luxury more pungently than neutral
taqallub or broader tamakka“. In the piety portrait, nahif threads moral economy
without pejorative weakness or animal register, unlike gadif, shakht, damir, or
hazil; it also meshes with the passage’s rhyme.

Concrete domestic and eschatological scenes gain force from narrow lexemes.
Jadaha (stir-mixing sawiq or milk with water) turns a “foul compact” into a tactile
act—stirring, thickening—beyond broad khalata/mazaja or color-leaning
mashaja. Bu‘thirat fuses ba‘atha (raising) and athara (stirring up) to stage divine
upheaval of graves, where human nabasha or purely scattering bahthara would
miss the resurrection charge.

Across items, five patterns recur: micro-precision inside dense synonym zones
(site, manner, degree); tight collocational fit with nearby cues and genre (a‘naq
— wags; doxology — fashi); built-in evaluative imagery (mutamarrigh, jadaha,
bagr); sound patterning that carries meaning (dafig/fatiq, the iterative phonetics
of lajalaj, the emphatic  in bu‘thirat); and semantic inclusion whereby a single
choice dominates part of its synonym set, compressing nuance into one word.

Conclusion

The single-occurrence lexemes in Nahj al-Balaghah’s field of states/qualities are
not ornamental rarities but carefully targeted tools. Imam Ali’s selections are
principled: each unique word delivers (1) heightened referential precision inside
a crowded synonym zone, (2) collocational and genre-specific appropriateness,
(3) rhetorical/ethical coloration suited to his argumentative aims, and (4) sonic
form that supports memory and force. In many cases the chosen item functions
as a semantic hypernym capturing several neighboring senses (e.g., dafig) or as a
pointed hyponym that activates a crucial facet (e.g., wags at "'necks"). Figurative
operations (metaphor, kinayah, personification) frequently hinge on these
choices, turning lexical nuance into moral and political leverage. The broader
implication is methodological: synonymy in classical Arabic is rarely flat;
distributional constraints, collocational affinities, and scalar meanings delimit
interchangeability. For exegesis, legal-ethical inference, and stylistic criticism,
attending to such "unique™ selections prevents over-generalization and reveals
how Imam Ali fuses semantics, rhetoric, and theology. This explains, in part, why
Nahj al-Balaghah is repeatedly characterized as "above human speech and short
of the divine™: its diction is neither arbitrary nor merely eloquent - it is
semantically engineered.
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Abstract

This article examines the reflection of Quranic themes of resistance in the poetry
of Ansar Allah Yemen, focusing on the works of Muadh Junaid. The study is
based on the hypothesis that Muadh Junaid's poetry serves not only as a medium
for expressing the emotions and aspirations of Ansar Allah but also as a tool for
conveying Quranic concepts and religious inspirations. The research
methodology employed in this article is descriptive-analytical. The significance
of this topic lies in gaining a deeper understanding of the Quranic themes in Ansar
Allah’s resistance poetry and the role of literature in reinforcing these themes.The
findings reveal that Muadh Junaid's poems are profoundly influenced by Quranic
themes of resistance. The poet employs rhetorical techniques and linguistic
strategies, such as polarization and synonymy, to highlight the strengths of the
self (faith, divine support, military readiness, reliance on God, patience) and the
weaknesses of the enemy (deception, allegiance to non-believers, fear). On the
other hand, he strategically minimizes the weaknesses of the self (limited
numbers, vulnerabilities, lack of equipment) and downplays the positive
attributes of the enemy (abundance of numbers and resources). Furthermore, this
study demonstrates how poetry functions as a vehicle for transmitting Quranic
messages of resistance.

Keywords: Holy Quran, resistance, Ansar Allah, Muadh Junaid

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines how the Qur’an functions as a source text for contemporary
resistance literature through a case study of Mu‘adh al-Junaid, a prominent
Yemeni poet affiliated with Ansarallah (the Houthi movement). While Arab and
Persian scholarship has explored resistance motifs in major Yemeni poets (e.g.,
al-Baradouni, al-Zubayri, al-Magaleh), no prior work focuses on Junaid or on the
post-takeover period in which Ansarallah transitions from insurgency to
governance. Situated within a broader field where Islamic-Shi‘i movements
(Hezbollah, Ansarallah, Hashd al-Sha‘bi) shape regional politics and discourse,
Junaid’s poetry articulates a distinctly Qur’an-inflected resistance idiom that
complements vernacular “zawamil” (short martial chants) with polished, fusha
verse. The article argues that the core Qur’anic concepts of jihad, sabr (steadfast
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patience), tawakkul (trust in God), divine support, covenantal fidelity, and
eschatological reward are not merely referenced but structurally organize
Junaid’s poetics and his rhetoric of mobilization, morale, and legitimation. The
research asks two questions: (1) Which Qur’anic motifs of resistance are most
salient in Junaid’s verse? (2) What linguistic strategies does he deploy to encode
these motifs and to elevate “our” strengths while diminishing the enemy’s
perceived advantages? The contribution is twofold: it fills a textual gap by
offering the first sustained analysis of Junaid’s corpus (with special attention to
his 2018 diwan Muhammadiyyun) and it proposes a Qur’an-based framework for
reading contemporary Yemeni resistance poetry after the movement’s ascent to
power.

Methodology

The study uses a qualitative, multi-layered textual analysis. First, it identifies
Qur’anic thematic fields related to resistance—steadfastness (istiqama), patience
(sabr), divine aid, trust (tawakkul), unity, and lawful struggle—as well as
counter-themes about the adversary (deceit, alliance with unbelievers, fear cast
into opponents’ hearts). These are drawn from verses on steadfastness (e.g., Hud
112; Fussilat 30; al-Anfal 46, 65), divine support (Al ‘Imran 126; al-Saff 14),
reliance on God (Al ‘Imran 173; al-Ma’ida 23), and martyrdom and reward (al-
Nisa’ 74; Al ‘Imran 169). Second, it performs close readings of representative
poems from Muhammadiyyun and other pieces disseminated as audio-visual
clips, mapping explicit citations, paraphrases, and allusions (igtibas and talmih)
to those Qur’anic loci. Third, it applies critical discourse analysis tools (after van
Dijk) to track rhetorical strategies that structure in-group/out-group polarization,
including synonymy (stacking near-equivalent terms to amplify a claim),
antithesis and binary framing, evaluative lexis (marked vs. unmarked word
choice), metaphor and simile, irony, and intertextual echo. Particular attention is
paid to how poetic form (parallelism, incremental repetition, cadence) assists
thematic emphasis. Finally, the readings are interpreted within the movement’s
communicative ecology—vernacular “zawamil,” official festivals, battlefield
morale—and within a longer tradition of Arabic resistance literature (Kanafani;
later Yemeni voices), to highlight continuities and innovations.

Results

The Qur’an reframes “resistance” not as a modern slogan (mugawama) but as a
cluster of virtues—istigama (upright perseverance), sabr (patience), tawakkul
(trust in God), defensive jihad, and confidence in divine aid. Junaid’s poems
internalize this lexicon: victories are credited to God, steadfastness is
weaponized, and reliance on God is cast as a counter-technology stronger than
hardware. Four self-profiling pillars recur: (a) faith/divine support (“victory is
only from God”) amplified through synonym stacking; (b) preparedness,
localizing “prepare what force you can” via images of disciplined fighters and
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improvised launchers; (¢) tawakkul, echoing “hasbuna Allah” against superior
coalitions; and (d) sabr literalized as armament, with intertexts like “pour upon
us patience” (2:250) turning endurance into operational power.

The poetry also otherizes opponents through Qur’anic diagnostics: (a) deceit and
conspiracy (“they scheme, and God schemes”) unmask hypocrisy; (b) alliances
with unbelievers/tyrants mark local rivals as scripturally disqualified, often
reinforced by Karbala-coded allusions; and (c) God-cast fear (ru‘b) dissolves
enemy resolve (“like mist™). In parallel, in-group liabilities are downplayed by
Qur’anic valuation: fewness becomes spiritual surplus (“one equals a hundred”);
wounds and losses are recoded as engines of justice and martyr-life with God,;
and scant materiel is offset by the “rope of God,” with courage and resolve
trumping arsenals.

Perceived enemy strengths are linguistically miniaturized: massed troops are
mocked by interrogatives and similes (“fog”); advanced weapons are reduced to
“firewood” or “flies,” while modality (“they may buy every weapon...””) marks
technology as contingent, versus inalienable virtues—courage, will,
steadfastness. Form and style serve the message: synonym clusters, antithesis,
parallelism, and intertextual quotation provide emphasis and rhythm; pronouns
and word order enact polarization; and talmih to David—Goliath, the People of
the Elephant, early conquests, and Karbala situates the present within sacred
history. Notably, echoing the Qur’anic Moses—Pharaoh dialogue, Junaid more
often magnifies in-group virtues than catalogs enemy vices, privileging positive
self-definition.

Contextually, unlike earlier Yemeni resistance verse centered on insurgency,
Junaid writes amid and after Ansarallah’s institutional ascent, so “resistance”
includes governance—order, unity, morale—while retaining militant imagery.
The Qur’anic lens stabilizes this dual role by grounding both combat and
cohesion in the same virtues: sabr, tawakkul, and justice.

Conclusion

Junaid’s resistance poetics are not merely ornamented with scripture; they are
architected by a Qur’anic semantics of steadfastness, reliance, preparedness, and
moral inversion. The poetry operationalizes two linked strategies: (1)
foregrounding the movement’s Qur’an-coded strengths (faith, divine aid,
readiness, trust, patience, unity) through synonymy, intertext, and martial
metaphor; and (2) backgrounding both in-group liabilities (small numbers,
casualties, thin arsenals) and enemy strengths (mass, technology) by redescribing
them within a higher moral calculus where justice and perseverance determine
outcomes. Enemy attributes are delegitimized via Qur’anic diagnostics (deceit,
wrongful alliances) and depicted as fragile before divinely supported
steadfastness. As an intervention in Yemeni and wider Arab resistance literature,
this study shows how Qur’anic discourse does not merely supply citations but
furnishes the evaluative rules by which victory is narrated, fear is redistributed,



YU et ety e A il o) o,les o F 090 bl ol lalllas aalilad g

and political identity is sacralized. It also clarifies why Junaid’s verse functions
effectively as morale work, propaganda, and historical record: it ties present
struggle to sacred paradigms, translating doctrine into affect and action. Future
research could extend this Qur’an-anchored method to other Ansarallah poets and
to cross-movement comparisons, testing how scripture is rhetorically localized
across different arenas of contemporary resistance.
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Abstract
In the modern era, some individuals and groups, including international
communities, have sought to denigrate certain terms in the verses of Islamic law,
particularly criminal laws such as retribution, amputation, and flogging, labeling
them as unethical and promoting violence and extremism. This article employs a
descriptive-analytical method to explore Quranic vocabulary concerning violence
and emphasizes the necessity of deep understanding and contemplation regarding
concepts related to violence to avoid superficial and one-dimensional
interpretations. The term “violence” does not appear directly in the Quran;
however, terms such as "severity,"” "harshness," "foulness,” and "anger" are
among the words that fall within the semantic network of Quranic vocabulary
related to violence. In contrast, terms like "tolerance,” "forbearance," and
"conciliation” emphasize peace and amicable behavior. The findings of this
research indicate that while certain degrees of violence are observed in these
verses, according to the Quran, violence is only permissible under conditions
where other options—such as prevention, forgiveness, and compassion—yprove
ineffective and is ultimately considered a last resort. The Quran underscores the
importance of establishing justice and defending against aggression, asserting
that if just goals can be achieved through peaceful methods, there is no need for
violence. Nevertheless, the Quran emphasizes that the application of violence
against disobedience and oppression must be accompanied by the principles of
"rationality” and "ethics".
Keywords: Qur’an, principle of violence, synonym, antonym, verses of ahkam
(legal verses)

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study challenges reductive claims that the Qur’an legitimates “violence” by
selectively citing penal and warfare verses, asking instead how the text
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conceptualizes coercion and under what conditions it permits force. The Qur’an
lacks a direct term for “khoshunat,” relying instead on a semantic network (e.g.,
ghilza, shidda, ghadhab, fazz) balanced by antonyms that privilege pardon,
forbearance, and gentle conduct (safh, afw, rifq, mudara, tasahul, tasamuh), and
by the ethos of a “samhah sahlah” religion. Because perceptions of religious
violence are context dependent, juristic applications have historically varied with
time, place, and public interest, just as calls to firmness coexist with commands
to forgive and reconcile. Filling a gap in prior scholarship, the study conducts a
lexical-semantic audit of these terms across ayat al-ahkam and their exegetical
traditions, situating rulings within historical practice and ethical constraints to
answer two questions: how to analyze Qur’anic concepts of coercion without one-
dimensional readings, and what explicit or implied conditions govern the
permissibility of coercive measures today.

Methodology

The study employs a multi-layered qualitative methodology that begins with
lexicographic and semantic-field analysis, consulting classical Arabic lexica such
as those of Ibn Manzur, al-Farrahidi, al-Raghib al-Isfahani, and al-Tarihi to
establish the primary senses, derivatives, and metaphorical extensions of key
terms before examining their Qur’anic usage. It then undertakes concordance and
intratextual analysis, mapping the occurrences of these terms within their
syntactic and surah contexts to trace denotative and connotative patterns—for
example, interpreting ghilza as deterrent firmness, shidda in contrast to rahma,
fazz as harshness in speech, and ghadhab as divine displeasure with moral
implications. These findings are cross-checked through exegetical triangulation
using major tafsir sources, which help refine the normative boundaries of each
concept and prevent misreadings that equate firmness with cruelty. To balance
this, the study also analyzes antonymic clusters such as afw and safh (pardon,
overlooking), rifg (gentleness), mudara (forbearing tact), and tasahul/tasamuh
(tolerance) to highlight the Qur’an’s countervailing emphasis on forgiveness,
lenience, and coexistence. In addition, penal and warfare verses are examined
within their sociohistorical and juristic contexts, drawing on figh principles of
time, place, proportionality, and harm prevention to show that their application is
context-sensitive and not absolutist. Finally, the methodology synthesizes lexical,
exegetical, and juristic insights into operational criteria that distinguish
illegitimate violence from legitimate, ethically bounded coercion aimed at justice,
defense, and the preservation of social order.

Results

Absence of a direct lexical term for “violence.” The Qur’an does not deploy a
single overarching word equivalent to modern “violence.” Instead, it frames
wrongful harm primarily through zulm (injustice, rights-violation) and through
concrete acts (murder, assault, theft, adultery, usury, mockery). This reframing is
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decisive: what renders an act “violent” in Qur’anic ethics is not its forcefulness
per se, but its injustice and violation of rights. Accordingly, the semantic field of
coercion is ethically graded rather than ontologically fixed.

Ghilza (firmness, severity) as deterrent strictness or moral hardness, constrained
by justice. In verses commanding believers to present “ghilza” toward hostile
aggressors, exegetes stress principled firmness in the service of public safety and
deterrence, not cruelty or spite. The same root can also denote “thickness” or
“hardness” in non-moral contexts. Where ghilza marks interpersonal conduct, it
is contrasted with ra’fa and rigqa (compassion, tenderness) and normatively
bounded so as not to negate the broader ethic of mercy.

Shidda (strength, intensity) in two principal registers. First, as a counterpart to
rahma in communal boundaries: “ashidda’ ala al-kuffar, ruhama’ baynahum”
signals a calibrated ethic—tough-minded resilience against persistent, unjust
aggression, combined with intra-community compassion. Second, as
consolidation and security (“wa shadadna mulkahu’) and as post-battle restraint
and control (“fa shuddu al-wathaq”), where shidda names the governance task of
securing order, preventing escape or espionage, and stabilizing the polity. In other
contexts, “shadid al-adhab” is a rhetorical intensifier for divine retribution against
persistent wrongdoing, not a human license for cruelty.

Fazz (coarseness of speech) as socially corrosive harshness. Appearing once in
3:159, it marks rough-tongued, hard-hearted conduct that repels people and
fractures communal cohesion. Exegetes read the verse as an explicit rejection of
abrasive leadership and as an injunction to seek pardon, pray for others, and
consult them—a procedural ethic that undercuts demeaning or derisive discourse.
Ghadhab (anger) as divine displeasure and sanction. Qur’anic “ghadhab” tracks
moral realities: obstinate denial, covenant-breaking, or grave injustice attracts
divine anger, often paired with warnings of punishment. For human agents, the
analysis yields two controls: anger is not an autonomous warrant for harm; and
any responsive coercion must align with right and guidance (aimed at correction,
not vengeance). Where hope of reform is foreclosed, the tradition still subjects
coercive measures to proportionality, due process, and higher aims (restoring
right, protecting life).

Antonymic field: afw and safh (pardon and gracious overlooking), rifg
(gentleness), mudara (forbearing tact), tasahul/tasamuh (tolerance), and the
characterization of the religion as “samhah sahlah” (magnanimous and easy).
These terms do not merely “soften” the message; they provide primary ethical
defaults. Afw and safh are repeatedly commended, including in Medinan texts,
indicating that pardon is not abrogated by the institution of jihad; rather, each
applies to its proper situation. Mudara integrates prudence with kindness, often
directed toward opponents to de-escalate harm. Tasamuh and tasahul, while not
identical with Islamic concepts like rahma or ihsan, overlap in practice as public
virtues that enable coexistence, without collapsing moral boundaries. The default



YYA

O3 A1 T 3 O hlize 5 Cole LU 5 st abailo (5ylSTy

posture, then, is lenience where it prevents harm and upholds dignity; firmness is
exceptional, remedial, and rule-governed.

Conceptual implications for ayat al-ahkam. Penal verses and wartime permissions
are best read as historically situated instruments to secure justice, protect the
vulnerable, and deter aggression. Their application is not automatic or
transhistorical in form; it is conditioned by time, place, evidentiary standards,
procedural justice, and proportionality. The study thus rejects both extremes:
romantic universalization of lenience that disables order, and absolutist literalism
that ignores magasid (higher objectives) and changing circumstances.

From “violence” to wrong and right uses of force. The Qur’anic paradigm
distinguishes illegitimate violence—unjust harm to life, honor, property, or
rights—from legitimate, ethically bounded coercion deployed to restore right,
defend the community, and deter aggression. The criteria that emerge are: justice
(no zulm), proportionality (kafa’a between offense and response), control (no
cruelty, no vengeance), purpose (guidance, protection, restoration), and
preference for non-violent remedies where these can achieve the just aim.

Conclusion

The Qur’an does not present violence as a value but condemns wrongful harm
(zulm) while permitting measured force only under strict conditions to uphold
justice and protect society. Terms like ghilza, shidda, fazz, and ghadhab are
balanced by afw, safh, rifg, mudara, tasahul, and tasamuh, underscoring that
forgiveness and lenience are the default, while firmness is exceptional, defensive,
and ethically bound. Penal and warfare rulings must therefore be read within their
historical contexts and with attention to proportionality, rights, and procedural
safeguards. For contemporary application, the standard is ethical rather than
literal: any act that violates dignity, exceeds proportion, or seeks vengeance is
illegitimate, and coercion is only justifiable when non-violent alternatives fail. In
this way, Qur’anic discourse frames coercion as a limited tool for justice and
peace, not as a religious ideal.
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The Function of the Torah in Understanding the Qur’anic
Story of Lot

Ruhollah Najafi*
(Associate Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Kharazmi University)

Abstract

“Lot” is one of the divine prophets mentioned in the Qur’an, who is also spoken
of in the Torah. The reader of the Qur’an, in attempting to understand the
Qur’anic narrative of Lot, often encounters multiple interpretive possibilities and
thus requires corroborating evidence to select the most plausible meaning. In this
regard, the Torah’s background of the Lot story provides numerous clues that aid
in interpreting this Qur’anic account. The Torah plays a significant role in
clarifying several aspects of the narrative: Abraham’s debate to save Lot’s people
in terms of meaning, audience, and addressees; the nature of Lot’s proposal
concerning his daughters; whether the attribution of daughters to Lot should be
taken literally; determining their number; how the people were struck with
blindness; and the chronological ordering of the story’s events. Thus, the ultimate
purpose of this research is to highlight the necessity of recognizing the historical
background in the process of understanding Qur’anic verses, and to demonstrate
that in interpreting Qur’anic stories, situating them within the framework of
earlier sources is inevitable.

Keywords: Lot, Qur’an interpretation, Qur’anic narrative, Torah, narrative
background

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Qur’an did not descend into a vacuum but addressed audiences with pre-
existing narrative repertoires and scriptural memories. Recovering those horizons
of expectation can illuminate ambiguous places in Qur’anic stories. The figure of
Lot (Lut) is shared by the Hebrew Bible and the Qur’an, and their narratives
frequently converge, sometimes even in small details (e.g., the dawn timing of
deliverance). This study argues that, when interpreting the Qur’anic account of
Lot, the biblical precedent (primarily Genesis 18-19) may serve as a valid
external cue—unless clear Qur’anic evidence indicates polemical correction. Put
differently, in domains of overlap the Qur’an often presents itself as confirming
earlier scripture; in the absence of a counter-indicator, the biblical version can
help adjudicate exegetical possibilities. The article therefore asks: how, and at
which junctures, can the Torah tradition clarify the Qur’anic story of Lot?
Focusing on debated nodes—Abraham’s “disputation,” the interlocutor and
scope of his plea, the identity and number of Lot’s “daughters,” the nature of
Lot’s offer to the mob, the sequencing of events across Suirat Hud and Surat al-
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Hijr, and the meaning of “We effaced their eyes”—the study tests whether the
Torah supplies external evidence that narrows interpretive options without
overriding Qur’anic diction.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in intertextual
and semiotic reading. First, it gathers Qur’anic loci pertinent to the Lot narrative
(primarily Had 69-83; 11:74-81; al-Hijr 65-76; al-*Ankabat 31-35; al-Qamar
33-39; al-Mujadilah 1 for the semantics of “mujadalah”). Second, it surveys
classical and modern tafsir (e.g., al-TabarT, al-Zamakhshari, al-Razi, Ibn ‘Ashiir,
Rashid Rida, Sayyid Qutb) to map the main exegetical bifurcations on each issue.
Third, it identifies the parallel biblical passages in Genesis 18-19 (and Judges 19
for a culturally cognate hospitality scene) and treats them as potential external
indicators (qara’in kharijiyyah) that reflect audience background knowledge in
Late Antique Semitic storytelling. Fourth, it formulates a decision rule: where the
Qur’an is concise or leaves alternatives open and no Qur’anic or linguistic cue
signals correction, the biblical precedent may corroborate one reading over
another; where the Qur’an supplies a corrective signal or a strong internal cue,
that cue overrides the precedent. The analysis proceeds node by node, weighing
the lexical semantics, discourse context, and reception history against the biblical
parallel.

Results

Abraham’s “disputation” (Had 74—76) is best read as an extended bargaining over
the minimum number of righteous needed to avert punishment, rather than a
single remark about Lot’s presence. This follows the graded negotiation in
Genesis 18:22-33 and fits the Qur’an’s brevity when no internal cue signals a
correction. On the interlocutor, while many exegetes redirect “he argued with Us”
to the angels to avoid anthropomorphism, the biblical scene has Abraham
addressing the Lord; the most economical reading is direct plea to God, plausibly
in the messengers’ presence. The plea’s scope also appears collective: like
Genesis, it seeks reprieve for the whole community for the sake of a righteous
core, not merely extraction of believers.

Lot’s phrase “my daughters” (Had 78; Hijr 71) most naturally refers to his
biological daughters. The Torah repeatedly speaks of “the two daughters of Lot,”
and the mob’s reply—*“you know we have no claim on your daughters”—reads
more coherently on a literal filiation. As for their number, although the Qur’anic
“banat” is plural and could exceed two, Arabic can use plurals for duals, and
Genesis explicitly names two; thus two is favored while the linguistic possibility
of more remains open.

The nature of Lot’s offer is contested: marriage, a kind of patriarchal transfer, or
an emergency appeasement to avert a worse atrocity. The Qur’an does not use
terms for marriage or ownership; Genesis frames an immediate appeasement
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without contractual language. Philologically, the external precedent tilts away
from formal marriage, though many Muslim exegetes prefer that construal to
avoid imputing wrongdoing to a prophet. The study therefore distinguishes
historical-linguistic reconstruction from doctrinal caution.

On sequencing, Hijr seems to place the evacuation command before the mob’s
arrival, whereas Hiid places it after. Genesis narrates the mob and Lot’s offer first,
then the angels’ disclosure and evacuation order, which supports Hiid’s order;
Hijr is likely a compressed or rhetorically reordered telling. Finally, “We effaced
their eyes” (Qamar 37) aligns with literal blinding, as Genesis 19:11 states, not
merely making the angels unseen. A parallel in Judges 19 shows a wider Near
Eastern hospitality code that, without endorsing its ethics, helps explain the logic
of such extreme offers. Overall, the Torah often corroborates one Qur’anic option
where the Qur’an is concise, but whenever Qur’anic diction or theology provides
a clear cue, that internal frame governs.

Conclusion

Treating the Torah narrative as an external indicator enriches the interpretation
of the Qur’anic story of Lot at several pressure points. It favours reading
Abraham’s “disputation” as an extended bargaining with God over threshold
numbers; supports direct address to God as interlocutor; frames the plea as
seeking collective reprieve; tilts the phrase “my daughters” toward Lot’s
biological daughters, likely two; and backs the literal sense of blinding in “We
effaced their eyes.” It also provides a cultural backdrop for the harsh hospitality
choices narrated in both corpora, while clarifying the likely chronological
sequence of events in line with Sturat Hud. At the same time, invoking the Torah
is not a license to substitute one scripture for another. The Qur’an’s rhetorical
aims, theological safeguards, and its own intertextual economy remain decisive.
The upshot is methodological: where Qur’anic brevity leaves live alternatives and
no corrective signal is present, earlier scriptural memory can function as a
historically plausible clue to audience assumptions; where Qur’anic diction or
doctrinal coherence point elsewhere, those internal cues prevail. More broadly,
this case study models a disciplined use of pre-Qur’anic traditions to reconstruct
the “common story world” of Late Antiquity, thereby sharpening exegetical
judgment without compromising Qur’anic primacy.
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Abstract

Some quranic words and phrases are syntactically and linguistically placed in a
situation where they can be considered as belonging to both the previous and the
later part. Grammarians have accepted both aspects without preferring one over
the other. However, since there are differences between the meanings of these
two aspects, it is necessary that these words and phrases belong to one side in
order to determine the precise meaning so that it would not confuse the audience
in understanding the meaning of the Holy Quran. As a result, the commentators
of the Holy Qur’an, who deal with the meaning of the verses, try to select one of
these two aspects as the true meaning of these phrases with criteria such as the
Qur’anic style, the context of the verses, the Arabs’ usage, and citing hadiths in
order to clarify precise meaning of these words and phrases for the readers. It
seems that they have a difference in choosing one of these aspects. The present
study aims to reach a new level of layers of meanings of these verses and find out
their true meaning through using the above four criteria. The results indicate that
although the positions of Mo’aneqah pause in the Holy Qur’an have the ability to
belong to their previous or later parts based on syntactic rules, belonging to one
part is preferable to another one according to the above-mentioned criteria like
the style and context of the verses.

Keywords: Holy Quran, semantics, Mo’aneqah pause, syntax and interpretation

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study addresses a recurrent problem in Qur’anic interpretation: verses that
contain words or phrases which, from a purely syntactic (sentence-based)
perspective, can attach either backward to what precedes or forward to what follows.
Classical Arab grammarians, working largely within “sentence-grammar” (nahw al-
jumla), often deemed both attachments permissible, while scholars of pausal signs
(waqf wa ibtida’) marked these locations with the special sign known as waqf
mu‘anaqa (“embracing stop”/“mutual stop”), indicating that one may stop at either
of two closely placed points but not at both. Yet the Qur’an is a coherent text, and its
rhetoric, usage, and context (siyaq) generally favor one meaning over another. We
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propose that a “text-grammar” (nahw al-nass) and linguistic-semantic approach can
adjudicate these cases more persuasively than syntax alone. The article therefore
asks: (1) what does waqf mu‘anaqa mean and where does it occur in the Qur’an? (2)
In contested sites, which attachment is semantically superior once we weigh
discourse context, Qur’anic stylistics, Arabic usage, and relevant reports? Beyond
clarifying local meanings, the broader aim is to show how semantic and discourse
cues convert two grammatically possible readings into one communicatively optimal
reading, thereby aiding exegetes, translators, and reciters.

Methodology

The work proceeds as a descriptive—analytical study grounded in linguistic semantics
and text linguistics. First, we delimit a corpus of widely acknowledged mu‘anaqa loci
(among the eighteen to twenty-six sites identified in the tradition), restricting
ourselves to exemplars most frequently agreed upon to keep the analysis focused.
Second, for each verse we reconstruct both grammatical options and the distinct
meanings they yield, then consult major tafsir and qira’at discussions to register
earlier positions (without presupposing their conclusions). Third, we apply a battery
of text-level criteria: (a) discourse flow and local context (siyaq) within the verse and
its neighbors; (b) Qur’anic stylistic habits and collocations (usliib); (c) general Arabic
usage; and (d) supporting reports and narrations when they function as internal
Qur’anic intertexts rather than extraneous impositions. Fourth, we adopt a parsimony
rule: prefer the reading that (i) avoids gratuitous ellipsis where the Qur’an elsewhere
does not elide; (ii) maintains thematic continuity; and (iii) accords with recurring
Qur’anic rhetorical patterns. Finally, we state a single “preferred” attachment for each
locus while acknowledging the residual grammatical permissibility of the alternative.

Results

Wagf mu‘anaqa marks two adjacent, mutually exclusive pause points that reflect two
grammatically valid parses; our task is to see which reading the discourse itself
privileges. Across the examined loci, the preferred attachment is the one that
preserves topic continuity, matches Qur’anic collocations, and avoids unnecessary
ellipsis. Thus in Bagarah 2, “la rayba fihi” reads best together, leaving “huda” as an
independent predication that presents the Book as guidance itself. In Bagarah 96, “wa
mina lladhina ashraksi” attaches back to keep the verse’s focus on the Jews’ extreme
love of life, even beyond the polytheists. In Al ‘Imran 30, coordinating “wa” makes
both good and evil present on Judgment Day, strengthening the threat. In Ma’'idah
26, “arba‘na sanah” modifies “muharramatun,” yielding a time-limited ban with
wandering as its concomitant.

Cohesion similarly decides other sites. In Ma’idah 31-32, “min ajli dhalika” links
forward to “katabna,” bridging the Cain-and-Abel narrative to Israel’s legal maxim.
In Ma’idah 41, “wa mina lladhina hadii” starts a new clause, reserving “haste in
unbelief” for the hypocrites and “heeding falsehood/distortion” for a Jewish subset.
In A'raf 172, “shahidna” most naturally continues the humans’ reply, echoing
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“ashhadahum” and introducing the rationale clause. In Ibrahtm 9, “wa lladhina min
ba‘dihim” is a further conjunct to the named peoples, with “la ya‘lamuhum illa llah”
as a parenthetic comment. In Mumtahanah 3, “yawma l-qiyamah” modifies “lan
tanfa‘akum,” fixing the time when kin and children bring no benefit, while “yafsilu
baynakum” explains the separation.

In sum, a semantic, text-level reading typically yields a clear preference that also
guides translation and pausal choice, even while acknowledging the grammatical
permissibility of the alternative.

Conclusion

Wagf mu‘anaga marks places where grammar by itself cannot decide between two
locally valid parses. When we elevate analysis from sentence-grammar to text-
grammar—mobilizing discourse flow, Qur’anic style, Arabic usage, and targeted
reports—one attachment usually emerges as communicatively superior. In the
examined loci, this approach: (1) resolves “la rayba fihi” as a backward link that
heightens the Book’s self-presentation as guidance; (2) maintains topic continuity in
polemical passages (Baqarah 96; Ma’idah 41); (3) reinforces eschatological threat by
co-presenting good and evil works (Al ‘Imran 30) and by time-anchoring the nullity
of kinship benefit (Mumtahanah 3); (4) clarifies temporality in the wilderness decree
(Ma’idah 26); (5) secures inter-verse cohesion where a bridging causal phrase is
decisive (Ma’idah 31-32); (6) preserves thematic scope in historical interrogatives
(Ibrahtm 9); and (7) yields a rhetorically tighter reading of the primordial covenant
(A‘raf 172). The upshot is both methodological and practical. Methodologically,
meaning in the Qur’an is not exhausted by morphosyntax; it crystallizes at the
intersection of syntax with text-level semantics and rhetoric. Practically, ranking the
two mu‘anaga options improves tafsir, guides translators away from indecision or
eclectic conflation, and offers reciters a principled basis for pausal choice that serves
meaning rather than merely marking permissibility. While we acknowledge that
alternative attachments remain grammatically possible and that certainty is not
always attainable, a disciplined semantic reading reduces ambiguity to a manageable
minimum and reveals, in many cases, the intended force of the verse.
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Abstract

The eloquence of the Holy Quran is one of the miraculous dimensions of this
divine book, and analyzing it—particularly through the examination of the
rhetorical aspects reflected in literary commentaries—can contribute to a deeper
understanding of its miraculous nature. Mawahib al-Rahman by Abd al-Karim
Modarres and Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz by Uthman Abd al-Aziz are among the
commentaries that address this aspect of Quranic eloquence. This study, adopting
a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to introduce and analyze the
methodologies of these two works, exploring their similarities and differences in
the rhetorical analysis of the Quran. The findings indicate that while both
commentaries share a common goal of elucidating the rhetorical miracle of the
Quran, they differ significantly in their approaches and interpretive methods.
Modarres places greater emphasis on analyzing linguistic and rhetorical
structures, whereas Abd al-Aziz focuses more on conveying educational and
social messages. The audience of Mawahib al-Rahman primarily consists of
scholars, as it presents the rhetorical aspects with detailed attention to the literary
expression of the Quran. In contrast, Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz employs simpler and
more accessible language aimed at promoting Quranic culture among Kurdish-
speaking audiences.

Keywords: Rhetorical Miracle, Mawahib al-Rahman, Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz, Abd
al-Karim Modarres, Uthman Abd al-Aziz

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study offers a comparative, extended reading of two Kurdish exegetical
projects that foreground the Qur’an’s rhetorical miracle (i‘jaz balaghi): 1)
Mawahib al-Rahman by ‘Abd al-Karim Madras (Arabic, seven volumes), and 2)
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Tafsiri Qur’ani Piroz by Shaykh ‘Uthman ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (Kurdish, ten volumes).
Both exegetes affirm that the Qur’an’s inimitability appears in its unrivalled
eloguence, coherence, accuracy, and moral guidance; yet they operationalize
“rhetoric” differently. Madras builds on classical philology and the Arabic
rhetorical sciences, frequently citing major tafsir authorities (al-Razi, al-
Baydawrt, al-Qurtubi, Abii Hayyan) and organizing his exposition around lexicon,
syntax, readings, hadith, and legal issues, with occasional inward or mystical
applications. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, writing for a broad Kurdish audience, integrates
ma’thiir and ma‘qal, highlights causes of revelation, connects verses to lived
ethics and communal reform, and privileges clear, didactic prose. The article
asks: How do the two interpreters evaluate Qur’anic ijaz? Where do they
converge and diverge in treating key figures of speech—tashbih (simile), isti‘ara
(metaphor), and kinaya (metonymic/allusive expression)? What do these choices
reveal about audience, method, and the translators’/commentators’ aims?

Methodology

The research is descriptive—analytical and text-based. First, it reviews prior work
on both exegetes and identifies a gap: the lack of a targeted comparison of their
rhetorical hermeneutics. Second, it delineates a corpus of emblematic verses in
which rhetorical devices are central and exegetical differences are visible. For
simile, the study reads al-Nir 35 (the Light Verse) and al-Baqarah 171 (“like one
who shouts at what hears only a call”). For metaphor, it analyzes al-* Ankabat 64
(“this worldly life is but play and diversion”) and Al ‘Imran 103 (“hold fast to the
rope of God”). For kinaya, it treats al-A‘raf 149 (“it was made to fall upon their
hands”) and al-Qalam 16 (“We shall brand him on the snout”). Third, it codes
each commentary for (a) lexical-syntactic analysis, (b) rhetorical categorization
and function, (c) theological or mystical extension, (d) ethical-pedagogical
application, and (e) audience signaling (technical density vs accessibility).
Finally, it synthesizes patterns across cases to articulate convergences and
systematic differences, and relates these to each author’s stated goals, language
of composition, and sources.

Results

Both exegetes affirm Qur’anic i‘jaz but lean differently. Madras, drawing on al-
Razi and the classical canon, catalogs traditional proofs—unbroken eloquence,
truthful content, tight thematic design, and the fusion of law, creed, ethics, and
story—while ‘Abd al-‘Aziz highlights the challenge’s persistence, accurate
foretellings, the 23-year piecemeal revelation without disorder, and the text’s
lived applicability for reform.

On simile, al-Nar 35 becomes doctrinal illumination for Madras and pastoral
instruction for ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Madras canvasses meanings of “niir,” reads the
parable as layered tamthil, and maps niche/lamp/glass/oil onto the believer’s
inner faculties (“niir ‘ala ntr”). ‘Abd al-°Aziz, following Ibn ‘Abbas, presents it
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plainly as the clarity of divine guidance. In al-Bagarah 171 both agree:
unbelievers are like livestock that hear only sound; Madras adds lexical
morphology to stress cognitive closure, while ‘Abd al-°Aziz presses the ethical
warning.

On metaphor, both read al-*Ankabiit 64 (“play and diversion”) as devaluing the
transient world before the abiding Hereafter; Madras extends this into a program
of rational investment (learning, welfare, useful crafts), whereas ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
reduces it to a concise moral: treat worldly joys as games unless yoked to
guidance. In Al ‘Imran 103, Madras classifies “habl Allah” as explicit metaphor
with tarshih in “i‘tasimi,” underscoring religion’s rescue function; ‘Abd al-*Aziz
uses it to urge unity around the Qur’an and social cohesion.

For kinaya, al-A‘raf 149 (“suqita {1 aydihim”) is remorse: Madras restores the
idiom’s imagery (bitten hands) and clarifies its rhetoric; ‘Abd al-‘Aziz pivots to
repentance as the door to acceptance. In al-Qalam 16 (“sanasimuhu ‘ala I-
khurtim”), both see deliberate humiliation—*"“snout” rather than “nose”; Madras
adds the al-Walid report, while ‘Abd al-‘Aziz itemizes the triple disgrace
(branding, animalizing diction, mark on the face) and its sting in an honor culture.
Methodologically, Madras labels figures (tamthil, isti ‘ara musarraha) and mines
syntax, morphology, and intertexts, sometimes offering inner symbolics; “‘Abd al-
‘Aziz seldom names categories, converting devices into moral counsel,
communal policy, and consolation. The contrast tracks audience and language:
Madras writes in Arabic for students of tafsir and law; ‘Abd al-‘Aziz writes in
Kurdish for lay readers, translating the classical library into accessible guidance.
Yet they converge on function: similes clarify, metaphors reset values, and
kinayat intensify without crudeness—making rhetoric not ornament, but a vehicle
of truth and a still-active challenge, intellectually, ethically, and communally.

Conclusion

The comparative reading shows that rhetorical exegesis is not a single method
but a spectrum shaped by audience design, language, and aims. Madras
exemplifies a philological-rhetorical school: he classifies figures, tracks lexical
and syntactic nuance, and, at times, opens inward hermeneutics that map parables
onto the believer’s inner life. ‘Abd al-*Aziz represents a pastoral—didactic school:
he distills the same figures into accessible guidance, foregrounding unity,
repentance, and practical reform. Both, however, present rhetoric as the Qur’an’s
mode of knowledge: it persuades, admonishes, consoles, and organizes moral
vision. Methodologically, the article demonstrates that focusing on a small, well-
chosen set of verses across three major figures of speech produces stable,
interpretable contrasts that illuminate how i‘jaz is understood and taught.
Substantively, it suggests that the Qur’an’s rhetorical devices are capacious
enough to sustain technical commentary and communal exhortation without
contradiction. For researchers, the study supplies a template for mapping
exegetical rhetoric across languages and audiences; for educators, it underlines
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that balancing analytic precision (Madras) with communicative immediacy (“Abd
al-‘Aziz) can deepen appreciation of the Qur’an’s eloquence while keeping its
guidance actionable. Future work might extend the corpus to irony, tajnis, and
parallelism; trace how Kurdish vernacular choices refract Arabic rhetorical
categories; and test reception by lay readers versus seminary students. The
broader implication is clear: rhetorical analysis, when tuned to context, is not
mere ornament-hunting—it is a pathway into the Qur’an’s integrative claim to
truth, beauty, and moral transformation.
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Abstract

The issue of ethics has been one of the most fundamental and important missions
of the prophets, especially the last prophet, which has undergone changes over
time along with the excellence of human thoughts and has been updated along
with the needs of people. Is. Since the beginning of the mission of the Prophet of
Islam (PBUH) and with the revelation of the words of revelation, attention has
been paid to the foundations of Islamic ethics, and these teachings have also
found their way into various literary texts, in such a way that sometimes they are
the cornerstones of many valuable educational texts. These verses and hadiths
have been valuable. One of the important theories that has taken a special look at
the dependence and interference of texts in each other is intertextuality, which
has been associated with many controversies and disputes over time. In this
research, which was carried out with a descriptive-comparative method, relying
on Gerard Genet's theory of intertextuality, we have investigated and analyzed
Alevi ethics in the poetry of two Arabic-language and Persian poets, Safi al-Din
al-Helli and lbn Yamin Faryoumdi. The result of this research indicates that both
poets were influenced by religious texts and especially the hadiths of Imam Ali
(a.s.), and the type of genetic intertextuality in the current research is implicit.
Keywords: adaptation, moral values, Ali's words, poetry, Safi al-Din al-Hilli, Ibn
Yamin Fariumadi

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines how ‘Alid ethical sayings—especially those attributed to
Imam °‘Ali—are reflected in the poetry of two major medieval poets: Saft al-Din
al-Hill1 (Arabic; Mamluk era) and Ibn-Yamin Fartumadi (Persian; Ilkhanid era).
Framed by comparative literature and Gérard Genette’s transtextuality
(intertextuality) theory, the research situates long-standing ethical discourse
within modern critical tools. After surveying prior work on each poet separately,
the study identifies a gap: no comparative analysis of both poets under Genette’s
framework.
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Methodology

This study analyzes a bilingual corpus consisting of selected Arabic poems by
Saft al-Din al-Hilli and Persian poems by Ibn-Yamin Farfumadi that explicitly
thematize ethics, reading them through Gérard Genette’s transtextuality
framework namely intertextuality, paratextuality, metatextuality, hypertextuality,
and architextuality while operationalizing, in practice, the intertextual stratum via
explicit and implicit signals such as quotation, reference, allusion, and classical
plagiat (i.e., unattributed borrowing), following the subtypes outlined by Natalie
Piegay-Gros. The analytic procedure proceeds theme by theme: first, relevant
verses are identified in each poet; second, they are aligned with “Alid source texts
(Qur’an-grounded aphorisms, Nahj al-Balagha, and hadith compilations); third,
each relation is classified as explicit (quotation/reference) or implicit (allusion
/echo), and further tagged for its dominant mode of influence lexical,
propositional, imagistic, translational /reporting, allusive, “inspirational
foundational,” or a multi-strand blend. Guiding the inquiry are two questions:
(RQI1) which “Alid ethical motifs are jointly recurrent across both poets, and
(RQ2) through which Genettean types and subtypes of intertextual relation these
ethical resonances most frequently and saliently manifest.

Results

The results of the study show that across the various ethical themes examined,
the intertextual relation is most often implicit—that is, based on allusion and echo
rather than direct quotation. Only a smaller number of verses contain explicit
citations or references. Instead, the dominant form of influence is what may be
called inspirational-foundational, where the ethical core of ‘Alid sayings is
absorbed into the poetic imagination, and frequently also multi-strand, meaning
that several layers—Iexical, imagistic, and propositional—operate together in a
single passage.

The shared “Alid ethical themes reveal themselves in different but convergent
ways in both poets. Patience under trial, for instance, is figured in metaphors of
the furnace and the sword’s edge dulled by endurance, evoking the implicit
wisdom of Imam ‘AlT’s sayings. Beneficence or ihsan emerges in the image of
generosity as chains or collars binding people in gratitude, with the Arabic verses
picturing this explicitly, while the Persian verses echo the maxim “al-insan ‘abdu
al-ihsan,” showing that kindness subdues hearts. Ascetic restraint, or zuhd, is
equally shared, where both poets stress not to exult over gain nor to mourn loss,
echoing Nahj al-Balagha’s teaching that equilibrium toward fortune defines the
true ascetic. The world itself is often likened to a mirage or a dream: in Arabic
poetry it is “seeking drink from a mirage,” while in Persian lines it is a
shimmering but empty spectacle not to be trusted.

Other themes likewise draw on ‘Alid ethical wisdom. Both poets depict the
futility of human planning before divine decree, showing that when taqdir
unfolds, tadbir falters. Prudence and after-thought (‘aqibat-andishi) are illustrated
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by metaphors of the spring or watering place, advising caution before action.
High aspiration (himmabh ‘aliya) is celebrated in both traditions: in Arabic, the
call to seize opportunities, and in Persian, the link between human dignity before
God and the loftiness of one’s aims. Closely related to this is the theme of dignity
and avoidance of abasement, where even trivial requests are portrayed as
emblems of dishonor. The poets also stress word—deed congruence, insisting that
promises must be realized in action, echoing ‘Alid admonitions that knowledge
and deed together measure worth.

Knowledge itself is elevated above brute force. Arabic verses contrast lost honor
regained by the sword with the higher dignity of the pen, while Persian verses
extol the pen as the “employer of heroes,” resonating with traditions that the
intellect resides at the pen’s tip. Ethical vigilance extends further to guarding
against envy, where the envier is depicted as perpetually ailing or self-consumed
by fire. Contentment (qina‘a) is rendered as the true kingdom possessed, both
poets repeating the notion that the wealth of contentment surpasses worldly rule.
The discipline of the tongue is also stressed: sowing good speech ensures safety,
while Persian lines warn in proverbial style that “walls have ears.”

Several themes underscore restraint: valued silence is described as more eloquent
than speech when no audience is receptive, with Persian imagery comparing
silence to pearls hidden in shells and speech as silver contrasted with the gold of
silence. Secrecy (raz-pushi) is framed as preservation of agency, warning that
even close friends may betray confidences, echoing ‘Alid insistence on the
prudence of keeping one’s secrets.

In sum, the distribution of types confirms that implicit intertextuality—through
allusion, echo, and thematic convergence—far outweighs direct citation. The
most frequent modes of influence are inspirational-foundational, imagistic,
lexical/proverbial, and multi-strand combinations. Explicit quotation and simple
translation appear only occasionally, and more often in Ibn-Yamin’s Persian
verses. This pattern suggests that the ethical authority of ‘Alid sayings functions
less as a set of directly quoted texts and more as a generative reservoir that both
poets drew upon creatively to shape their moral vision.

Conclusion

Comparative reading under Genette’s transtextuality shows that both Saff al-Din
al-Hillt and Ibn-Yamin Farfumadi internalize and refract a shared ‘Alid ethical
repertoire—patience, zuhd, contentment, assent to decree, prudence, tongue-
keeping, silence, secrecy, dignity, knowledge, and high aspiration—mostly
through implicit intertextual relations. While the Arabic corpus often dramatizes
ethics via vivid imagery and maxim-like formulations, the Persian corpus tends
toward didactic compression and proverbialization, with periodic direct
translational echoes. Overall, inspirational-foundational influence is most
frequent, confirming that ‘Alid ethics functions less as verbatim source and more
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as a generative matrix shaping motifs, diction, and moral stance across languages
and literary traditions.



