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Abstract

Functional Grammar Analysis of Michael Halliday in Surah Al-Ghashiyah
Abstract Halliday's Systemic Functional Grammar analysis focuses on function
and meaning, and interprets language in light of its role in social interactions.
This theory assumes that the structure of language is shaped by the influence of
the functions that language performs in communicative discourse. This
influence is analyzed on three semantic and grammatical levels: "the ideational
functional level,"” "the interpersonal functional level,” and "the textual
functional level." This study examines all the sentences of Surah Al-Ghashiyah
in the three aforementioned functions separately, analyzes the prominence of
language, and reviews the reflection of the semantic characteristics of the text in
the characteristics of the situational context. This study uses the descriptive
analytical approach and the linguistic approach to analyze Surah Al-Ghashiyah
on three linguistic levels. The study concludes that the relational function is the
most common in this surah on the ideational functional level, which is
consistent with the context of the surah. Then, the material function has a
relatively high frequency. On the interpersonal functional level, the
informational aspect is prominent, indicating the certainty and inevitability of
the speaker. The prominence of the present tense also indicates the renewal and
occurrence of the events of the Day of Judgment. As for the textual functional
level, there are cohesive factors at all levels: linguistic, grammatical, and
relational. Keywords: Surah Al-Ghashiyah, Halliday's Role-Oriented Theory,
Ideational Function, Interpersonal Function, Textual Function.

Keywords: surah al-ghashiyah, Halliday's functional grammar theory, ideational
function, interpersonal function, textual function

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study offers a Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) reading of Strat al-
Ghashiyah that treats Qur’anic discourse as a socially grounded semiotic system
organized by three metafunctions—experiential (ideational), interpersonal, and
textual—following M.A.K. Halliday. Building on the premise that language
enacts meaning in context, the analysis asks two guiding questions: (1) which
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semantic level/metafunction is most salient in the stirah, and (2) which cohesive
resources organize its discourse. Although SFL has been applied to several
strahs (e.g., al-Inshirah, al-Falag, al-Nas, al-Mulk, al-Muzzammil, Luqman), al-
Ghashiyah has not received a comprehensive SFL-based analysis. The siirah’s
communicative orientation—warning and glad tidings about the all-
encompassing Day—requires both vivid depiction of eschatological scenes and
strong interpersonal commitment to stabilize truth-claims, while sustaining a
tightly unified textual flow. Within Halliday’s model, this entails: (i) mapping
how processes, participants, and circumstances construe experience; (ii)
tracking mood, polarity, tense/aspect, and modality to index speaker stance and
social interaction; and (iii) tracing theme-rheme and information structure
together with grammatical and lexical cohesion to show how messages are
packaged into a coherent whole. The working hypotheses—drawn from
preliminary inspection—are that relational processes will dominate the
experiential profile, and that lexical plus grammatical cohesion will underwrite
the discourse’s unity and persuasive force.

Methodology

The Arabic text of Siirat al-Ghashiyah was segmented clause by clause and
analyzed across three strata of Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL). At the experiential level, each clause was coded for process type
(material, relational, mental, etc.), participant roles (Actor, Goal, Carrier,
Attribute, Identifier/Identified), and circumstantial elements (location, manner,
cause). Special attention was given to Arabic nominal clauses, where the copula
yakun/takin is typically omitted but still functions relationally; frequencies of
each process type were then tabulated to reveal the stirah’s experiential profile.
At the interpersonal level, clauses were classified as declarative, interrogative,
or imperative, and analyzed for polarity, tense/aspect, and modality. Particular
focus was placed on rhetorical interrogatives introduced by hal and kayfa, the
consequential force of fa- in directives such as fa-dhakkir, and the balance
between the Prophet’s role as mudhakkir and his non-coercive stance expressed
in lasta ‘alayhim bi-musaytir. Finally, the textual layer examined theme—rheme
organization (unmarked vs. marked themes), information structure (given vs.
new), and cohesion. Cohesive ties were traced both grammatically (reference,
ellipsis, substitution, conjunction) and lexically (repetition, synonymy,
antonymy), with marked thematic fronting (e.g., fika, wa-ila) used to highlight
focus and exclusivity. These analyses, summarized in tables, exposed cross-
metafunctional patterns that link experiential depiction, interpersonal stance,
and textual unity in the strah.
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Results

Experiential Profile

The analysis of transitivity patterns in Strat al-Ghashiyah reveals that relational
processes dominate with approximately fourteen occurrences, followed by
material processes with about twelve, while mental processes are entirely
absent. The predominance of relational attributive and identifying structures—
mostly realized through Arabic nominal clauses with the copula (ta)kiin
elided—serves to stabilize the eschatological discourse by assigning attributes
and identities. For example, clauses such as wujihun yawma’idhin
khashi‘a/na‘ima, i jannatin ‘aliyah, sururun marfu‘ah, akwabun mawda‘ah,
namariqu masfifah, and zarabiyy mabthiithah present a tableau of states and
conditions rather than inner cognitive or psychological events. In contrast,
material processes energize the text by animating physical actions and
happenings—tusla naran hamiyah, tusqa min ‘aynin aniyah, yanzuriina kayfa
khuligat/rufi ‘at/nusibat/sutihat—thereby immersing the audience in concrete
experiential imagery and foregrounding Actor/Goal dynamics that bring the
eschatological scenes to life.

Interpersonal Organization

From the perspective of mood and modality, declaratives predominate,
underscoring the certainty and authority of the Qur'anic message.
Interrogatives, however, play an equally important rhetorical function: hal ataka
hadithu I-ghashiyah amplifies the gravity of the theme and invites the Prophet’s
and the audience’s reflection, while afala yanzurtina ... kayfa... calls the
addressee to contemplate divine craftsmanship. The sole imperative—fa-
dhakkir innama anta mudhakkir—highlights the Prophet’s role as a reminder,
balanced immediately by lasta ‘alayhim bi-musaytir, which frames his task as
persuasive rather than coercive. Polarity remains largely positive, with a few
marked negatives (laysa, 12) deployed to delimit false expectations, as in la
yusminu wa-1a yughni min ji‘ and 1a tasm‘u fiha laghiyah. Temporal reference
is oriented toward the future Day of Judgment, yet past tense verbs are
strategically used to emphasize certainty—what exegetes often describe as the
“prophetic past”, which treats eschatological events as accomplished realities.
Textual Packaging and Cohesion

On the textual plane, theme—rheme organization alternates between unmarked
verbal themes and numerous nominal themes typical of relational clauses.
Marked circumstantial themes—such as fronted prepositional phrases (fiha, wa-
ila)—draw focus to particular locales or features, e.g., ftha sururun marfi‘ah ...
akwabun mawdii ‘ah ... namariqu masfufah ... zarabiyy mabthiithah, or wa-ila I-
ibil ... wa-ila s-sama’ ... wa-ila I-jibal ... wa-ila l-ard. Information structure
moves from given material (the eschatological frame) to new material (specifics
of torment or bliss), guiding the audience through a progressive unfolding of
meaning.
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Cohesion is achieved through multiple devices. Grammatical reference is often
exophoric, pointing to the Prophet, disbelievers, or the righteous—typical of
deictic religious discourse. Ellipsis is particularly strong, especially the frequent
omission of (ya)kiin in nominal clauses, reflecting the stylistic economy of
Qur’anic Arabic. Substitution is minimal, while conjunction is dense: waw
chains scenes additively, fa- indicates consequence (fa-yu‘adhdhibuhu llahu I-
‘adhaba l-akbar), and thumma marks thematic progression (thumma inna
‘alayna hisabahum). Lexical cohesion is equally rich: synonymy and near-
synonymy in the paradise inventory (surur, namariq, zarabiyy, akwab),
antonymic pairs (sama’/ard, rufi‘at/sutihat, ilayna/‘alayna), and repeated
discourse operators (ila, kayfa four times each; inna twice) emphasize thematic
pivots and rhetorical force.

Synthesis Across Layers

When integrated, these findings show that relational dominance provides
descriptive stability, material clauses add experiential vividness, interpersonal
choices establish epistemic firmness and guide audience alignment, while
textual devices ensure continuity and cohesion. The architecture of the siirah
thus achieves a circular unity, beginning with the opening proclamation hal
ataka hadithu l-ghashiyah and culminating in the emphatic conclusion inna
ilayna iyabahum / thumma inna ‘alayna hisabahum. This rhetorical closure
reaffirms the certainty of eschatological truth, rendering the discourse climactic,
persuasive, and theologically compelling.

Conclusion

A Hallidayan reading explains why Surat al-Ghashiyah feels simultaneously
vivid, authoritative, and tightly unified. Experientially, the preponderance of
relational clauses (with copular ellipsis) stabilizes eschatological knowledge by
assigning attributes/identities to destinies and scenes; material clauses inject
kinesis, enabling the audience not merely to be told but to witness.
Interpersonally, the dominance of declaratives, strategic negatives, rhetorical
interrogatives, and a single imperative articulate a stance of assured
proclamation coupled with non-coercive guidance—the Prophet as mudhakkir,
not controller. Textually, marked themes, cohesive connectors (waw, fa-,
thumma), ellipsis, and lexical chaining braid the message into a coherent
progression from opening summons to closing certitudes. The study thus
supports both hypotheses: the experiential layer—specifically relational
transitivity—is most salient, and cohesion (lexical + grammatical) is the
principal scaffold of unity. More broadly, the analysis demonstrates SFL’s
explanatory power for Qur’anic style: it recovers layered semantic patterning,
clarifies how grammatical resources enact theology in discourse, and offers a
replicable template for examining other siirahs where descriptive stability,
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rhetorical persuasion, and textual weave must converge to guide the audience
toward contemplation and assent.
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Abstract

Parallelism is one of the prominent rhetorical and Qur’anic phenomena. It
represents a unifying concept that brings together various linguistic and
performative sciences, where grammatical structures appear as linguistic
sequences arranged into coherent contextual patterns highlighted by style and
rhythm. These patterns are governed by a specific syntactic framework that
connects grammar with performance on one side, and composition with
rhythmic practice on the other. Grammatical parallelism provides a relatively
new approach to re-examining this enduring relationship within the Qur’anic
structure. Parallelism, as a widely recognized scientific research method in
Qur’anic discourse, contributes to building textual unity within a rhythmic
context that manifests balance, descent, or even escalation through particular
linguistic markers that interact with rhythm to foreground parallelism as a
semantic-linguistic phenomenon. It can thus function as a cohesive device
across different levels of language: phonetic, morphological, grammatical, and
semantic. This study focuses on the role of grammatical parallelism in the
verses of supplication, analyzing parallel structures to uncover their function in
strengthening textual cohesion. It also addresses the question of how repeated
use of similar structures helps connect ideas and sentences, thereby producing
coherent texts. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study assumes
that balance, as a form of cohesion, performs the same role in achieving textual
unity on both grammatical and semantic grounds. The main conclusion is that
parallelism can be employed as a tool of grammatical cohesion in these verses,
where parallel structures enhance the persuasive power of supplication and
serve as an aid to memorization.

Keywords: Qur’an, verses of supplication, stylistics, grammatical parallelism,
textual cohesion

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study explores syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplication verses (ayat
al-du'a), aiming to show how grammatical structures create rhythm, meaning,
and persuasive force. Classical rhetoric highlighted Qur’anic eloquence through
nazm and balanced expression, but modern analyses often focus on sound
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(rhyme, cadence) or semantics (antithesis, synonymy). What has been less
studied is how morpho-syntactic patterns themselves—at the levels of word,
phrase, and clause—shape the literary form of supplications. The Qur’an
challenges its audience not only through content but also through structure.
Recurrent clause templates, coordinated by particles such as wa, organize
petitions into memorable rhythmic units. Because supplication is inherently
directive and relational, imperatives appear frequently, yet they are carefully
arranged in parallel frames that avoid monotony while amplifying urgency. The
study therefore addresses two questions:

1. How is syntactic parallelism realized in du'a verses?

2. Which forms (imperative, imperfect, perfect) dominate, and why?
By focusing on supplication verses, the study narrows a broad topic to a corpus
that exemplifies Qur’anic style, demonstrating that parallelism is not decoration
but a key to its inimitable eloquence.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, beginning with a review
of earlier scholarship on parallelism and then compiling a focused corpus of
Qur’anic supplication verses for systematic examination. Each verse was
analyzed on three interconnected levels: at the word-level, where paired nouns,
adjectives, or lexical items create local echoes; at the group-level, where
parallel prepositional or genitival phrases provide structural scaffolding; and at
the clause-level, where the interplay between nominal and verbal sentences
produces larger rhythmic and semantic patterns. Within this framework, the
study differentiates between two principal types of syntactic parallelism:
similar-structure parallelism, which repeats a grammatical template with
controlled variation, and contrasting-structure parallelism, which establishes
balance through opposition such as negation versus affirmation or noun versus
verb forms. Particular attention was devoted to the role of coordinating
particles—especially wa, but also fa and thumma—in linking and sequencing
units, as well as to the distribution of verb tenses and aspects across parallel
constructions and the recurrence of formulaic patterns like the vocative
Rabbana. To facilitate comparison, each parallel structure was abstracted into
simplified schemata (for example, V + Subject + Object), highlighting how
constants and variables interact across different verses. The aim was not merely
descriptive classification, but to demonstrate how syntactic design actively
shapes rhythm, reinforces meaning, and contributes to the distinctive eloquence
of Qur’anic supplications.

Results
The analysis yielded several significant findings that highlight the richness of
syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplication verses. It was observed that
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verses frequently combine structural similarity with contrast, where a sequence
of imperatives may conclude with a polarity, such as a prohibition followed by a
request for forgiveness, thereby producing both reinforcement and tension.
Most parallel structures display near-identity rather than strict identity, with
recurring frames that vary in lexical content; the repeated vocative Rabbana
illustrates this pattern, introducing multiple petitions that sustain rhythm while
avoiding monotony. A central role is played by coordinating particles,
especially wa, which dominates as a binding device to weave clauses into
rhythmic chains, while fa and thumma occasionally appear to introduce
consequence or sequencing that enriches the flow of discourse. The study
further shows that verbal parallelism predominates, with imperatives being the
most frequent form, aligning with the petitionary nature of prayer; chains of
commands such as ighfir lana, irhamna, ansurna amplify emotional intensity,
while imperfect and perfect verbs occur less often, mainly to mark habitual
actions or narrative framing. Alongside this, word- and group-level
parallelism—as in pairs like “fear/hope” or ‘“world/afterlife”—provide
scaffolding that tightens cohesion and reinforces cadence, while nominal
parallelism, constructed around the mubtada —khabar relationship, stabilizes the
discourse by forming tableaux of identity and theological affirmation. At a
broader level, the study underscores the prosodic and affective impact of
parallel syntax: balanced clause lengths, repeated openings, and coordinated
slots together generate a rhythm that enhances memorability, clarity, and
emotional resonance. Finally, the findings demonstrate that parallelism is not
merely a stylistic feature but also a methodological tool, since by identifying
frames, constants, and variables, researchers can systematically map cohesion,
rhythm, and the dynamics of meaning across Qur’anic discourse.

Conclusion

Syntactic parallelism in Qur’anic supplications functions as a powerful
structural engine that generates both meaning and eloquence. By distributing
ideas across balanced grammatical frames, it organizes the flow of discourse,
creates rhythm through patterns of coordination, and clarifies complex semantic
relations such as synonymy, antithesis, and accumulation. The predominance of
imperative chains, often introduced by the repeated vocative Rabbana and
woven together by the coordinating particle wa, reflects the deeply prayerful
character of the text—simultaneously urgent and humble, emotionally charged
yet carefully ordered. Alongside this, nominal clauses provide moments of
stability, anchoring petitions within affirmations of divine truth, while repetition
reinforces cohesion without falling into monotony. From an analytical
perspective, parallelism serves as a practical toolkit, allowing the mapping of
recurring patterns, constants, and variations to reveal how the Qur’an integrates
aesthetic resonance with semantic precision. Ultimately, supplication verses
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illustrate that the Qur’an’s eloquence does not rest only on imagery or sound,
but also on the syntactic choreography that transforms grammar into rhythm,
structure into devotion, and the act of prayer into a literary and spiritual miracle.
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Abstract

The study of textual coherence has long been a central concern of literary
researchers, many of whom have grounded their analyses in the coherence
theory of Michael Halliday and Rugaiya Hassan. Coherence is achieved through
the coexistence of words connected to a specific concept and the semantic links
that bind the elements of a text together. Among the types of cohesion
(grammatical, lexical, and conjunctive) this essay focuses on a descriptive-
analytical study of cohesion and lexical relations in Surah al-Qamar, a Meccan
surah, based on Halliday and Hassan’s framework. The aim is to uncover as
much as possible of the surah’s aesthetic layers for the audience. The analysis
highlights four components: repetition, synonymy, antonymy, and semantic
inclusion. The findings reveal that repetition—particularly direct repetition—
plays the most significant role in the surah, emphasizing both the warnings and
admonitions directed at the polytheists. Synonymy and antonymy, although less
frequent than repetition, are nonetheless effective in clarifying meaning.
Semantic inclusion, closely linked to the principle of agreement and parallelism,
illustrates the themes in greater detail in certain verses. Ultimately, the study
shows how, through lexical cohesion, the surah simultaneously conveys
warnings to the polytheists, reflects their actions, and affirms the fulfillment of
the divine promise.

Keywords: Surah al-Qamar, semantic relations, lexical cohesion, Halliday and
Hasan

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines lexical cohesion in Surah al-Qamar through the lens of
Halliday and Hasan’s cohesion theory, focusing on how repeated words,
semantic relations, and patterned phrasing bind the surah into a unified textual
act. Unlike sentence-bound structural analyses, a cohesion-based reading asks
how meaning flows across clauses and episodes, and how the text’s vocabulary
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is organized to warn, recall, and persuade. Prior work on the surah has
addressed sound patterning, stylistics, conceptual metaphor, paired-sura
relations, and translation assessment, but there is no dedicated, comprehensive
analysis of lexical cohesion in al-Qamar. Filling that gap matters because the
surah’s message is carried by a tight weave of recurring items and semantic
networks: the nearness of the Hour, the recurring denial of messengers, the
patterned fate of past nations, and the contrasted ends of deniers and the God-
fearing. The research asks two questions: (1) which lexical cohesion devices are
most frequent in al-Qamar? (2) how do these devices serve the surah’s
communicative aims of warning (nuzur), remembrance (dhikr), and moral
uptake (tadhakkur)?

Methodology

The study applies a descriptive-analytical method in four steps. First, it
operationalizes Halliday and Hasan’s typology for the Arabic Quranic text,
centering on lexical cohesion (as distinct from grammatical reference,
substitution, and ellipsis). Within lexical cohesion it catalogs: direct repetition
(exact word-form recurrence), partial repetition (same root with different
patterns), thematic repetition (clusters that recur across episodes), synonymy,
antonymy, hyponymy and meronymy (inclusion and part-whole), and
collocation. Second, it builds a concordance of al-Qamar (55 verses), recording
token counts and locations of high-value content words while excluding high-
frequency function words that do not carry the surah’s thematic load. Third, it
tracks sentence-level cohesion (intra-verse) and discourse-level cohesion
(across narratives of Nuh, Ad, Thamud, Lut, and Pharaoh, and across the
framing sections), marking refrains and ring-composition effects. Fourth, it
interprets the function of each device in context, relating lexical choices to
discourse purposes (warning, remembering, exemplifying), to recurring
formulae, and to the surah’s sonic design (rhyme and cadence), while drawing
on classical exegetical paraphrases for glosses when needed. Tables summarize
word and clause frequencies and examples illustrate each device.

Results

Overall distribution. The most frequent devices are (1) simple repetition, (2)
partial repetition (same root, different patterns), and (3) thematic repetition.
Next come inclusion (hyponymy/meronymy), then antonymy, then synonymy.
Devices often co-occur in the same verse. Direct repetition. High-frequency
items: “nuzur” (~12), “kadhdhab”/“kadhdhabat” (~7), “adhab” (~7),
“muddakir” (~6), “kana” (~6), “dhikr” (~5), “kayfa” (4), “sa‘a” (3), “ma’” (3),
“dhuqu” (3), “arsalna” (3). Several at ~2 (da‘, sama’, muqtadir, akhadh, gawm).
Two refrains shape the discourse, each 4x: “wa laqad yassarna al-quran li-dh-
dhikr...,” and “fa kayfa kana adhabi wa nuzur.” Partial repetition (root
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families). Root chains keep concepts active without monotony: da‘a/al-da‘i;
kadhdhabat/fakadhdhabu; munzajar/uzdujira; andhara/al-nudhur. Morphology
marks shifts in agency while preserving a stable theme (warning vs denial).
Thematic repetition and collocation. Stable clusters cue scenes and meanings:
reward frame (muttaqin + jannat + nahr + maq‘ad sidq ‘inda malik mugqtadir);
flood frame (abwab + al-sama’ + ma’ munhamir // fajjara + al-ard ‘uyunan //
iltaga al-ma’); hell frame (tamsa al-a‘yun, “dhuqu,” saqar, adhya/amarr, su‘ur).
Recurrent companions tighten focus and aid recall. Antonymy (contrast).
Pairings sharpen evaluation and momentum: 54:12 “fajjara” (split, gush) vs
“iltaga” (meet, join); 54:10 “maghlub” (overpowered) vs “intasir” (grant
victory). The contrasts move discourse from crisis to divine resolution.
Synonymy (near-synonyms). Overlapping items intensify directives without
redundancy. In 54:27, “irtaqib” (watch) + “istabir” (be patient) presents faithful
vigilance as attention plus endurance. Inclusion and part-whole. Two patterns
dominate: (a) meronymy—*“dhat alwah wa dusur” (planks and nails) implies
“the ark,” thickening imagery by naming parts; (b) co-hyponyms—paired peers
under a larger field (e.g., “dalal” + “su‘ur” for cognitive/moral disarray;
“kadhdhab” + “ashir” for character indictment; “ma’” + “shurb” for rationed
water). Both expand semantic neighborhoods and sharpen themes. How
cohesion serves the message. Repetition keeps warnings salient; partial
repetition signals recurring historical patterns; antonymy dramatizes the flip
from denial to downfall (and plea to deliverance); inclusion and collocation
build vivid, memorable scenes (ark by parts; flood as sky—earth choreography)
and clear doctrinal contrasts (end of deniers vs seat of truth for the God-
fearing). Refrains bracket episodes to turn story into lesson—producing a
didactic thythm of exemplum — refrain — call to remember. Interaction of
devices. Verses typically layer techniques: the flood tableau blends repetition,
antonymy, inclusion, and collocation; the paradise close blends collocation,
inclusion, and light synonymy. Sound patterning (rhyme, repeated finals)
reinforces the lexical glue.

Conclusion

Lexical cohesion is the primary glue of Surah al-Qamar’s discourse. Simple and
partial repetition, supported by inclusion, collocation, and calibrated contrasts,
bind the surah’s episodes into a single argumentative arc: warnings are clear and
repeated, denials are historically patterned, punishments are inevitable,
remembrance is made accessible, and the end of the God-fearing is honor. The
most frequent devices are the various forms of repetition (word-form, root-
family, and thematic), which sustain focus on nuzur, kadhdhab, adhab, and
muddakir, followed by inclusion relations that materialize scenes and systems
(ark, flood, hell, garden). Antonymy and synonymy supply contrast and
intensification as needed. Functionally, cohesion supports three communicative
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tasks: it structures memory (through refrains and recurring roots), it guides
evaluation (through patterned endings and contrast pairs), and it enlivens
visualization (through part-lists and stable collocations). Methodologically, the
findings confirm that a cohesion-first reading can recover the surah’s global
semantics without leaving the text’s own lexical economy; devices that modern
discourse analysis isolates are already at work in the Quranic composition.
Substantively, the surah leverages limited but potent lexical fields to move the
audience from historical exempla to present-tense accountability and, finally, to
a bifurcated eschatological horizon. In short, lexical cohesion in al-Qamar is not
ornamental; it is the architecture that carries its warning and mercy to the
reader.
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Abstract

Intertextuality is one of the new literary theories that study the relations between
texts. This literary theory is based on this fact that there is no independent text
and all texts are intertextually related. In the poetry of Tahereh Saffarzadeh,
extensive intertextual relations can be seen. In this intertextual relationship, the
contribution of the Qur'an is very impressive. As a revolutionary poet and with
ideological tendencies, Saffarzadeh has relation with this holy book on different
Literary adaptation, thematic, linguistic and vocabulary levels. The current
research has studied Saffarzadeh's intertextual relations with the Qur'an based
on the genet intertextuality model and with a descriptive-analytical method, and
investigated the different aspects of Saffarzadeh's intertextuality with the
Qur'an, including adaptation, lexical and thematic intertextuality, based on
Gérard Genette's approach to intertextuality. The purpose of the present
research was to reveal the various intertextual effects of Saffarzadeh with the
Quran and the interweaving of themes and Quranic quotations and Quranic
words in Safarzadeh's poetry. The statistical population of the present article
was all the poet's published poems. The result of the present research shows the
extensive intertextuality of Safarzadeh with the Qur'an at different levels.
Safarzadeh has made adaptations from the Qur'an, in addition to that, he has
guoted the words and combinations of the Qur'an as a result of the intertextual
relation with the Qur'an in his poetry and embellished his poetry with the
combinations and words of the Qur'an.

Keywords: Qur'an, intertextuality, Gerard Genette, Tahereh Saffarzadeh

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the intertextual relationship between Tahereh Safarzadeh’s
poetry and the Qur’an, using Gérard Genette’s narrower definition of
intertextuality as the direct co-presence of one text within another. Building on
Julia Kristeva’s foundational concept of intertextuality as a dialogue among
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texts and a mosaic of prior cultural and linguistic materials, the article
highlights how Safarzadeh—a modern, religious, and revolutionary poet—
creates a poetic discourse deeply rooted in Qur’anic language, imagery, and
worldview. While earlier scholars such as Kristeva, Barthes, Jenny, Riffaterre,
and Allen expanded the theoretical framework of intertextuality, Genette refined
it by distinguishing intertextuality from broader transtextual categories.

Although numerous studies have discussed the influence of the Qur’an on
Persian poetry, most analyses of Safarzadeh have treated this influence in
general thematic or structural terms, without examining the precise textual co-
presence of Qur’anic material in her poetry. This study fills that gap by focusing
explicitly on how Qur’anic verses, phrases, and concepts appear—directly or
indirectly—within Safarzadeh’s work. A brief overview of her life and
intellectual background also clarifies her strong grounding in Islamic texts:
educated in Iran, Britain, and the United States, and experienced as both a poet
and translator of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha, she developed a poetic voice
capable of weaving Qur’anic discourse into modern Persian expression with
notable artistic deliberation.

Methodology

The research uses a descriptive—analytical, qualitative method based on close
reading. The primary corpus includes Safarzadeh’s Persian poetry collections—
especially the comprehensive 2011 edition—along with theoretical writings on
intertextuality and works examining Qur’anic influence in literature. Guided by
Genette’s definition of intertextuality as textual co-presence, the analysis
identifies Qur’anic elements in Safarzadeh’s poems and evaluates them
according to their degree of explicitness.

The study distinguishes quotations of Qur’anic text in Arabic, Persian
renderings of Qur’anic expressions with explicit references, and more subtle
allusions recognizable through thematic or lexical cues. Special attention is
given to lexical intertextuality, where individual words or compound
expressions show clear Qur’anic origins—whether as translated equivalents,
derived formations influenced by Qur’anic semantics, or direct borrowings of
Arabic terms. Together, these layers provide a comprehensive picture of how
Safarzadeh’s poetry operates within a Qur’anic intertextual framework at both
thematic and linguistic levels.

Results

The findings show that Qur’anic intertextuality forms the core of Safarzadeh’s
poetic identity. Her poems frequently incorporate direct Arabic quotations from
the Qur'an—such as </ =/ v <ubr _iild ai—which function not as decorative
elements but as central drivers of meaning, imbuing the poems with ethical
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urgency and spiritual resonance. Safarzadeh also embeds many Persian
translations of Qur’anic statements, often with explicit acknowledgment of the
source. These translated passages act as poetic reinterpretations and extend
Qur’anic meaning into a contemporary cultural context.

Lexical intertextuality is especially prominent. Some expressions, like
iy s3(from le) or Cree Cleqfrom o sles < 9), are translation-based. Others,
such as ar—as 4dbpr Laciun 444 are creative formations inspired by Qur’anic
diction. Direct borrowings like 4¥/—wsand _slietain their Qur’anic resonance
while being used to critique modern social conditions such as greed,
consumerism, and systemic injustice. Moreover, a broad layer of implicit
intertextuality emerges through imagery linked to Qur’anic cosmology and
eschatology—mountains as stabilizing pegs, the Day of Separation, or the
anguish of the damned—showing how Qur’anic thought infuses even the
unmarked portions of her poetry. Collectively, these findings demonstrate that
the Qur’an shapes Safarzadeh’s language, imagery, worldview, and ethical
ideals.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Safarzadeh’s poetry displays an unusually dense and
multi-layered intertextual relationship with the Qur’an, surpassing that of many
contemporary poets. Explicit intertextuality—through direct Arabic quotations
and clearly marked translations—is the most prevalent form, though implicit
intertextuality at the lexical and conceptual levels is also significant. This
intertextual network amplifies the rhetorical and spiritual depth of her poetry,
situating it firmly within the Islamic and Shi‘i literary tradition.

Safarzadeh uses Qur’anic references not only to convey ethical and spiritual
ideals but also to critique social injustice, materialism, and oppressive power
structures. Her poetry becomes a medium for renewing collective cultural
memory; she transforms inherited Qur’anic discourse into modern poetic
expression, strengthening its relevance for future generations. In this sense, her
work exemplifies how contemporary Persian poetry can sustain a creative and
critical dialogue with the Qur’anic text while maintaining both artistic
innovation and fidelity to an Islamic worldview.
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Abstract

Translation is considered an important and fundamental process in today's era,
and it consists of finding equivalent words of the target language for words of
the source language in the original text, although sometimes it is enough to find
equivalents in order to convey the general meaning of the speech; Therefore, the
translator must evaluate the words and context of the translation and choose the
best equivalent words one after the other. In addition, the way of arranging
words and combining words to create an equivalent meaning is different from
one language to another, and translating words in the order they appear in the
source text may become meaningless in the target language. One of the issues
that is important after translation is translation criticism, which seems very
necessary. In this research, the translation of Professor Hossein Ansarian's
translation of Surah Al-Bagarah and its clarification was investigated with the
descriptive analytical method and the use of library sources, referring to the
theory of "Antoine Berman's" structural-breaking tendencies, and it was
concluded that he has four The author paid attention to "rationalization",
"transparency", "rope" and "boasting" and presented his translation with this
approach, and it is bound to the source text to a great extent.

Keywords: translation criticism, transparency, Antoine Berman's theory, Surah
Bagarah, Hossein Ansarian

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Translating the Qur’an into Persian is among the most intricate challenges in the
field of translation studies, as it entails transferring the meanings of a sacred,
linguistically unique, and rhetorically powerful Arabic text into a structurally
different and culturally distinct language. Although the Qur’an was revealed in
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Arabic, its message is universal;, therefore, Persian-speaking Muslims
necessarily depend on translations to understand its teachings. Yet the act of
translation must be approached with extraordinary sensitivity, since the
Qur’an’s linguistic precision, multilayered meanings, and stylistic harmony
require the translator to maintain strict fidelity to both the semantic content and
the rhetorical force of the original. As Safavi notes, proper Qur’an translation
demands mastery of Arabic linguistic structures and deep familiarity with
Persian stylistics, ensuring that meaning is conveyed faithfully without
compromising clarity.

Within this broader context, this study concentrates on the Persian
translation of Stirat al-Bagara by Hussein Ansarian, a widely used contemporary
rendering known for its fluent style and accessibility for modern readers.
Despite its recognition, systematic scholarly evaluation of this translation
through a rigorous theoretical lens has been limited. The present research
addresses this gap by employing Antoine Berman’s theory of deforming
tendencies, a prominent source-oriented model in translation studies that
identifies ways in which translations habitually distort the structure or spirit of
the original text. Berman’s framework is particularly pertinent to Qur’anic
translation, where the preservation of semantic layers, syntactic structures, and
textual foreignness is essential.

The study aims to explore how four of Berman’s tendencies—
rationalization, clarification, expansion, and ennoblement—manifest within
Ansarian’s translation of Stirat al-Baqara. It also examines the degree of fidelity
maintained in conveying Qur’anic meanings and stylistic elements. While it is
hypothesized that Ansarian generally adheres closely to the Arabic source, the
research also anticipates that certain deforming tendencies may appear in the
translation, sometimes contributing to greater clarity for the contemporary
reader and, at other times, creating distances from the Qur’anic formulation.
Methodology
The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical methodology, grounded in
detailed textual comparison and informed by theoretical insights from
translation studies. The corpus consists of the Arabic text of Stirat al-Bagara and
its Persian translation by Hussein Ansarian. Selected verses were chosen based
on how clearly they exhibited Berman’s deforming tendencies or illustrated
shifts in semantic or syntactic structure. The analysis involves close
examination of corresponding Arabic and Persian text segments, noting where
structural transformations, interpretive additions, stylistic modifications, or
elaborations occur.

Secondary sources—including prior studies applying Berman’s theory to
religious and literary translations—serve to contextualize the analysis and
situate it within ongoing scholarly discourse. The methodology also pays
particular attention to one of Ansarian’s stylistic trademarks: his extensive use
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of bracketed explanations. These insertions often provide interpretive or cultural
clarifications and thus serve as essential indicators for detecting clarification
and expansion tendencies. By separating interpretive notes from the main body
of the translation, these brackets offer a clear window into the translator’s
decision-making strategies.

Throughout the analysis, the goal is not merely to label certain features as
“deformations” but to understand the translator’s rationale, the linguistic
constraints he faced, and the interpretive benefits or drawbacks introduced by
these modifications. This approach enables a nuanced understanding of how
translation theory interacts with the practical demands of rendering a sacred
text.

Results

The findings show that the four examined tendencies appear in varying degrees
across Ansarian’s translation, providing a detailed map of how his stylistic and
interpretive choices shape the Persian rendering of Strat al-Bagara.

Rationalization emerges where Ansarian restructures the syntactic
organization of Qur’anic verses to align more naturally with Persian discourse
patterns. Examples include shifting the position of circumstantial clauses,
converting Arabic verbal constructions into Persian nominal sentences, and
breaking long, complex Arabic structures into shorter, more linear Persian
segments. While such rationalization enhances readability and meets target-
language expectations, it may sometimes reduce the rhetorical impact or
rhythmic complexity of the original Qur’anic discourse. Nevertheless, many of
these changes can be attributed to the fundamental structural differences
between Arabic and Persian rather than translator intervention alone.

Clarification is among the most prominent features of Ansarian’s translation.
He frequently adds explanatory material—often in brackets—to resolve
potential ambiguities, contextualize historical references, or highlight
theological implications. For example, culturally specific terms or expressions
with layered meanings are clarified through explicit paraphrases. In some
instances, these additions significantly benefit readers unfamiliar with Qur’anic
context, enabling deeper comprehension. However, from Berman’s perspective,
such clarifications risk reducing polysemy and diminishing the interpretive
openness characteristic of Qur’anic language. The study notes that clarification
is inevitable to some extent, but when overused, it shifts the translation toward
commentary rather than linguistic mediation.

Expansion appears as the most frequent deforming tendency in Ansarian’s
translation. This expansion manifests through the addition of synonymous
expressions, descriptive modifiers, interpretive explanations, and contextual
elaborations that extend the Persian text beyond the original. Some expansions
function pedagogically by helping readers understand implied meanings or
narrative backgrounds; others add emotional or rhetorical emphasis. Yet
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Berman would argue that these expansions often inflate the translation without
adding true semantic depth. The analysis identifies several patterns of
expansion, such as interpretive, respectful, stylistic, and lexical expansion, each
contributing differently to the overall texture of the translation.

Ennoblement, while less frequent, is observable in certain stylistic choices
where Ansarian enhances the aesthetic dimension of the text. Examples include
elevating the tone with poetic phrasing, intensifying descriptions, or adding
metaphorical comparisons. These embellishments reflect Persian literary
sensibilities and may enrich the reading experience. Still, from Berman’s
standpoint, they constitute deviations from the original’s stylistic integrity.

Across these tendencies, the study emphasizes that Ansarian’s translation
remains fundamentally faithful to meaning. His modifications generally seek to
clarify and render Qur’anic discourse accessible rather than to reinterpret or
reshape it. The use of brackets provides transparency by distinguishing
translation from commentary, a practice that supports both scholarly and
devotional use.

Conclusion

The research demonstrates that Berman’s theory of deforming tendencies is a
valuable and effective tool for evaluating translations of the Qur’an, allowing
scholars to systematically identify areas where linguistic fidelity, semantic
accuracy, or stylistic balance are negotiated. Applied to Hussein Ansarian’s
translation of Strat al-Bagara, the theory reveals that although deforming
tendencies do appear—especially expansion and clarification—the translator’s
overall approach remains strongly source-oriented.

Ansarian consistently prioritizes the transmission of meaning, maintaining
close adherence to Qur’anic concepts, and largely avoiding excessive literary
ornamentation or interpretive overreach. His rationalizations stem mostly from
the structural differences between Arabic and Persian, and his clarifications aim
to assist contemporary readers in understanding culturally and theologically
complex passages. Expansion—while pervasive—generally reflects pedagogical
sensitivity rather than textual distortion. Ennoblement occurs selectively and
does not overshadow the primary goal of fidelity to the source.

Ultimately, the study concludes that Ansarian’s translation achieves a careful
balance between respect for the Qur’anic original and the communicative needs
of modern Persian readers. By integrating clarity, accessibility, and textual
transparency, his work exemplifies a thoughtful and conscientious approach to
Qur’anic translation. At the same time, the application of Berman’s model
underscores the interpretive challenges inherent in sacred-text translation and
highlights the ongoing need for critical frameworks that can account for both
linguistic fidelity and reader comprehension.
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Abstract

Recognizing and explaining Quranic concepts in a systematic manner is a topic
that has attracted the attention of many researchers in the field of religious texts,
especially Quranic studies. In this regard, the present study has attempted to
apply Fairclough's theory of critical discourse analysis to the analysis of the
verses of Surah Al-Bagarah to examine the concept of faith and the indicators of
faith in these verses. Since the Holy Quran is considered a supreme example of
rhetoric and eloquence, the manifestations of these indicators have crystallized
in the linguistic structure of the verses and in various types of lexical and
syntactic relations, as well as semantic values and expressive forms. This
research aims to explain the divine discourse on this matter and also to answer
the question of how analyzing these verses based on Fairclough's theory can
lead to expanding and deepening the level of semantic interpretation and
coherence of the concept of faith in the verses of Surah Al-Bagarah, the largest
and second Surah of the Holy Quran. The findings of the research, which were
conducted with a qualitative approach and in a descriptive-analytical manner
and by applying the level of description of Fairclough's model, show that the
word faith in these verses is used in a series of relationships such as semantic
order, congruence, semantic inclusion, synonymy, and semantic contrast and
contradiction with other concepts; a significant part of the current processes is
in the form of adverbs, and the most prominent images are expressed through
contrasting similes. In addition, in the external context, various coherence
elements such as repetition, reference, connection, and deletion are seen. The
results of the research indicate that applying the verses under study to the
Fairclough model can expand the level of interpretation and strengthen the
semantic coherence of these verses regarding the concept of faith.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah, the believers, discourse analysis,
Fairclough

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)
Introduction
Surat al-Baqara, the longest chapter of the Qur’an and a Medinan surah, offers
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one of the most comprehensive Qur’anic constructions of faith (iman) and the
identity of the believers. Its title is linked to the story of the cow of the Children
of Israel, but its dominant concern is the formation of a believing community in
belief, practice, and social ethics. Since the classical sciences of rhetoric
themselves arose from reflection on the Qur’anic text, a renewed, linguistically
grounded reading of Qur’anic discourse remains crucial. Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), especially Norman Fairclough’s model, treats language as
social action and thus allows the verses of al-Bagara to be approached as
discourse rather than as isolated theological statements. While previous research
has treated al-Bagara through speech act theory, conceptual blending, or
metaphor, and faith through mainly doctrinal approaches, no study has
systematically examined how the Qur’an represents “the people of faith” using
Fairclough’s descriptive level. This article addresses that gap.

Methodology

The study adopts Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of CDA but restricts itself to
the first dimension, the descriptive analysis of the text. A set of verses from Surat al-
Bagara that characterize the believers or contrast them with disbelievers, hypocrites, and
other groups is selected and examined in detail. On the descriptive level, the analysis
explores the experiential values of key lexical items (iman, taqwa, huda, islam, birr,
falah), the semantic relations among them (hyponymy, synonymy, antonymy), patterns
of collocation and co-occurrence, grammatical and syntactic choices (tense, voice,
sentence type), cohesive devices (repetition, reference, coordination, ellipsis), and the
limited but strategic use of simile, metaphor, and parable. The method is qualitative and
descriptive—analytical, combining CDA tools with insights from semantics, rhetoric, and
Qur’anic studies.

Results

The findings demonstrate that faith in Surat al-Bagara functions as a dynamic,
relational, and multi-dimensional concept, never isolated from its moral, emotional, and
social contexts. Faith is consistently intertwined with taqwa, guidance, islam,
righteousness, and ultimate salvation, creating a layered semantic architecture. Faith
enables taqwa; taqwa prepares the ground for divine guidance; and guidance ensures
moral clarity and spiritual success. The concept of birr, widely developed in verse 177,
gathers within its scope a constellation of beliefs and actions: belief in God, the Last
Day, angels, scriptures, and prophets; acts of charity; prayer; zakat; fulfillment of
covenants; and patience in times of difficulty. Thus, birr serves as a semantic umbrella
under which faith appears as both a foundational and yet incomplete element unless
accompanied by ethical and ritual performance.

The collocational behavior of Tman further reinforces this relational view. Throughout
al-Bagara, faith appears in constant association with belief in the unseen, performance
of prayer, charity, adherence to prophetic tradition, commitment to divine scripture,
belief in the Last Day, and practice of righteous deeds. It also co-occurs with migration,
striving in God’s path, and fulfillment of moral covenants. This pattern affirms the
Qur’an’s insistence on the three inseparable dimensions of faith: verbal confession,
internal conviction, and outward action. The repeated pairing of faith with salah (prayer)
and infaq (charity) reflects both the spiritual discipline and the social responsibility
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required of believers. Semantic relations amplify this picture. Inclusion relations place
faith within broader constructs such as birr and taqwa, while near-synonymy links
guidance and success to the believer’s state. Antonymy structures much of the surah’s
moral discourse: faith versus disbelief, light versus darkness, guidance versus
misguidance, Paradise versus Fire. The vivid imagery of God bringing believers “from
darknesses into light” while the patrons of the disbelievers lead them into deeper
darkness encapsulates the Qur’an’s moral hierarchy and ideological positioning.
Grammatical patterns further shape this representation. Actions of the believers are
typically expressed in the imperfect tense and active voice—“they believe,” “they
establish,” “they spend”—suggesting continuity and renewal. Imperative and
prohibitive constructions appear frequently in direct addresses beginning with “O you
who believe,” underscoring the believers’ identity as a morally addressed community
bound by divine law. These vocatives introduce rulings on fasting, retaliation, financial
dealings, ethical behavior, and communal discipline. Passive constructions in
eschatological contexts subtly reinforce God’s role as the ultimate agent behind reward
and provision. Cohesive devices strengthen thematic unity: repetition of pronouns and
demonstratives (“those,” “they,” “these”), repeated descriptions of reward and
reassurance (“no fear upon them, nor shall they grieve”), and parallel structures link
verses across the surah into a cohesive discourse on faith. Figurative language, though
employed sparingly, appears in crucial moments: the firm handhold that symbolizes
unshakable faith, the light—darkness imagery that dramatizes spiritual destinies, and
parables of fertile high ground or barren rock that illustrate the outcomes of sincere
versus insincere charity. These images make abstract spiritual concepts physically
imaginable, reinforcing the Qur’anic argument through sensory experience.

Conclusion

Applying Fairclough’s descriptive level to verses on faith in Surat al-Bagara reveals
Tman as a dynamic, relational concept whose validity depends on its integration with
piety, guidance, righteous action, and communal obligations. The Qur’anic image of the
believers emerges from the interaction of lexical choice, semantic relations, grammar,
cohesion, and controlled use of imagery, rather than from doctrinal statements alone.
Faith is consistently represented as more than verbal assent: it requires inner conviction,
continuous practice, and full submission to divine guidance. At the same time, the
discourse constructs sharp contrasts with disbelief, hypocrisy, and injustice, assigning
distinct linguistic and symbolic markers to each group. The study suggests that
Fairclough’s model is highly suitable for Qur’anic analysis and that extending the
inquiry to the interpretive and explanatory levels, and to other surahs, can further enrich
both Qur’anic studies and critical discourse analysis.
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Analysis of the Mappings of Ontological Conceptual Metaphors
of the Objectification Type

Hossein Khani Kolgay*
(Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, Khoy Faculty, University of Quranic Sciences and
Teachings, Khoy, Iran)

Abstract :

Examining and analyzing the long concepts of revelation from the perspective
of linguistic perspectives shows us the intellectual structure of the Holy Quran
and leads us to understand the Quranic truths. The theory of conceptual
metaphors is a linguistic possibility to conceptualize spiritual and abstract
phenomena and concepts of the Holy Quran, the use of this linguistic tool is
very effective in understanding the Quranic categories. "Objectification” is a
type of ontological conceptual metaphor that conceptualizes and depicts
phenomena and concepts as a material object. The connections that the Holy
Quran provides between material and spiritual spaces keep the audience
involved in this. He made connections and created a transformation in his
thought and understanding and put his worldview in line with monotheistic
worldview. Based on this, this article has analyzed examples of ontological
(existential) conceptual metaphors of the "objective" type in the Holy Qur'an in
a descriptive-analytical way, and the results show that the "sounding hanging
object" (Muzabzab), shows a pure and palpable image of the aimlessness,
aimlessness and wandering of the hypocrites, tearing the covenant rope, putting
humiliation and misery on the Jewish disbelievers is another example of the
conceptual metaphors of "objectification” in the Holy Quran, which are abstract
concepts. He has depicted in a very concrete and material way in order to
provide the audience with a clear and deep understanding of them in the
conceptual system of the Qur'an.

Keywords: the Holy Quran, conceptual metaphor, ontological metaphor,
objectification

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

This paper investigates the vital role of ontological conceptual metaphors—
specifically the subtype known as objectification—in shaping the Quran’s
presentation of abstract, ethical, and metaphysical realities. Within the broader
field of cognitive linguistics, the study proceeds from the foundational premise
that human cognition is inherently metaphorical: individuals grasp nonmaterial
or spiritual concepts only by projecting structures from their embodied, sensory,
and social experiences onto abstract domains. This theoretical perspective
challenges classical views that treated metaphor as merely ornamental or
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rhetorical. Instead, metaphor is understood as a core mechanism of thought and
meaning-making, one that informs how humans reason, evaluate, and interact
with the world around them. Thus, when the Quran uses concrete imagery to
frame spiritual truths—such as hypocrisy, covenant loyalty, or ultimate moral
judgment—it is not engaging in literary embellishment but in cognitive
guidance, inviting readers to comprehend the unseen through the familiar.
Building on this premise, the study concentrates on a particular class of
metaphors known as ontological metaphors, in which abstract concepts are
understood as objects, substances, or spatially bounded entities. Through such
metaphors, intangible realities become cognitively manipulable; they can be
grasped, resisted, measured, approached, or avoided. The paper pays special
attention to objectification, a subtype in which abstract phenomena are
represented as concrete material objects with identifiable physical properties. In
the Quran, this mechanism manifests in representations of hypocrisy as a
suspended, oscillating object; covenant-breaking as the gradual unravelling of a
tightly woven rope; humiliation as an enclosing tent; spiritual hardness as a
protective sheath; piety as both a garment and a structural foundation; and truth
as a solid force capable of crushing falsehood.

By analyzing these examples, the research aims to reveal how the Quran
systematically links the material and spiritual domains through patterned
metaphorical projections. These projections create a network of conceptual
mappings that allow complex religious ideas to be apprehended through lived
human experience. More importantly, they contribute to a cohesive Quranic
worldview in which metaphysical realities are portrayed as grounded, tangible,
and experientially vivid. The study therefore situates Quranic discourse within a
broader cognitive model of meaning, showing how its linguistic choices not
only communicate doctrine but also shape moral perception and guide spiritual
understanding.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach grounded in the theory of
conceptual metaphor proposed by Lakoff and Johnson and developed in
cognitive linguistics. It distinguishes ontological metaphors from structural and
orientational ones, then concentrates on cases where immaterial phenomena are
conceptualized as material objects or configurations. Selected Quranic verses
form the corpus; they are chosen because key abstract notions in them are
expressed through lexical items whose basic meanings belong to concrete
domains.

For each example, classical Arabic lexicons are used to recover the primary,
nonfigurative meanings of the relevant terms, such as a hanging object, a woven
rope, a tent or dome, a sheath, a garment, a thrown projectile, and a building
foundation. These are then compared with classical and modern exegetical
interpretations, which are re-read through the lens of conceptual metaphor
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theory. The analysis reconstructs the mappings between source and target
domains, specifying how particular physical properties and image schemas are
projected onto ethical and spiritual concepts.

Results

The analysis shows that the Quran systematically employs ontological
metaphors of objectification to structure key religious concepts. Hypocrisy is
conceptualized as a hanging, oscillating, noisy object, highlighting instability,
directionless motion, repetitive movement without real progress, and attention-
seeking display. Covenant-breaking is conceptualized as unravelling a tightly
twisted rope, framing betrayal as a gradual undoing of a structural bond that
connects God and human beings and supports all other covenants.

Humiliation and destitution are portrayed as a dark tent or dome erected over a
people, enclosing them in an inescapable, narrowing space that restricts vision
and movement and marks a persistent condition. The hardened or unbelieving
heart is presented as encased in a sheath or covering that prevents divine
guidance from penetrating, implying a chosen and removable barrier rather than
an innate incapacity. Piety is conceptualized both as a garment that covers inner
defects, protects from harm, and adorns the self, and as a foundation on which
religious institutions and righteous deeds are built. Finally, the triumph of truth
over falsehood is depicted as a hard projectile striking and shattering a brittle
object, underscoring the structural asymmetry between the two.

Conclusion

The study concludes that ontological metaphors of objectification are central to
how the Quran communicates its theological and ethical vision. By construing
abstract realities as concrete objects and spatial configurations, the text enables
its audience to grasp and evaluate complex spiritual states in terms of familiar
sensory experiences. These metaphors do more than embellish the discourse;
they organize the underlying conceptual system through which the reader
understands core religious notions.

From a theoretical perspective, the findings show that applying conceptual
metaphor theory to Quranic discourse clarifies the systematic nature and
internal logic of Quranic imagery in ways that complement traditional rhetorical
analysis. Ontological metaphors emerge as cognitive and affective bridges
between the unseen and the seen, making metaphysical concepts experientially
vivid and morally compelling. In this way, the Quranic use of objectification
metaphors supports deeper reflection, self-assessment, and spiritual
transformation within a unified cognitive and religious framework.
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Abstract

The Holy Qur’an and its influence on the semantic flourishing of Hafez’s poems
have always attracted the attention of literary critics. The Qur’anic borrowings
of this astute poet are such that Qur’anic meanings and concepts not only impart
a distinct spiritual orientation to his verse but have also played a role in his
being given the epithet “Lisan al-Ghayb.” So much so that from the early ninth
century onward, among Persian-speaking poets this title was applied exclusively
to Hafez of Shiraz. At first glance the combination of Qur’anic allusion and
claims of speaking about the unseen appears difficult and even implausible.
What this article addresses are the problem of Hafez’s being called Lisan al-
Ghayb while simultaneously drawing on the Qur’an. Its aim is to show that, if
Hafez was named Lisan al-Ghayb, this was not because of astonishing prophecy
or miraculous foretelling; rather, his status as Lisan al-Ghayb reflects his careful
study and deep understanding of truths — to the extent that, by attending
precisely to the subtleties of his sources, he was able to recombine expressions
so that they acquired a new manifestation. Calling Hafez Lisan al-Ghayb is due
to these very subtleties and perceptiveness. Hafez’s borrowings from the Qur’an
constitute a particular kind of appropriation that differs from the way other
poets have borrowed from or engaged with the Qur’an. The layers of this type
of borrowing are mainly based on an interpretive reconstruction of Qur’anic
concepts and expressions, employing the“qa‘ideh -e- Istedrad” (rule of
digression), — a method of presenting a variety of topics while at the same time
remaining consonant with Qur’anic verses and surahs.

Keywords: the ghazals of Hafez of Shiraz, Lisan al-Ghayb, quotations from the
Qur’an, the rule of digression

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

This article examines the relationship between Hafez of Shiraz’s title Lisan al-
ghayb (Tongue of the Unseen) and his practice of Qur anic citation, allusion,
and narrative reworking in his ghazals. While scholars have long documented
Hafez’s extensive dependence on earlier poetic and religious sources, including
the Qur an, the widespread attribution of the hyperbolic title Lisan al-ghayb
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since the ninth century AH creates a conceptual tension. If Hafez borrows and
reconfigures inherited material, how can he at the same time be regarded as a
voice of the unseen, often misunderstood as implying prophetic foreknowledge?
The study argues that this difficulty is resolved once the title is detached from
notions of literal prophecy, which are theologically excluded by the Qur an, and
instead linked to Hafez’s way of engaging the deep semantic layers of Qur anic
discourse. Lisan al-ghayb here denotes an interpretive capacity: Hafez reads,
internalizes, and rearticulates Qur anic narratives and concepts with such
hermeneutic acuity that his speech appears to draw out meanings latent yet not
previously articulated. The focus therefore falls on his minute lexical choices,
his recombination of multiple verses within a single couplet, and his ability to
reframe familiar stories such as those of Adam and Joseph in order to address
hypocrisy, false piety, and human frailty in his own time.

Methodology

The article adopts a close-reading, intertextual method that combines Qur anic
hermeneutics and poetics. It begins with a critical review of prior scholarship on
Hafez’s title Lisan al-ghayb and on his borrowings from earlier Persian poetry,
Qur anic exegesis, and Sufi discourse, especially the work of Zaryab Khuyi,
Mojtaba i, Purnamdarian, Ashuri, and others. These studies collectively show
that Hafez’s thought is deeply rooted in a long-standing religious and cultural
tradition and that his originality must be located in the mode rather than the
mere fact of borrowing.

On this basis, the article selects a set of ghazals and verses where Hafez’s
engagement with the Qur an is both dense and structurally decisive. Examples
include ghazals centered on the creation and fall of Adam, variations on the
story of Joseph and Zulaikha, and poems that mobilize Qur anic imagery of the
Day of Judgment, human trial, and the multiplicity of nations and tribes.
Individual verses such as “Ghazal gofti o darr sefti,” “Cho giyamat ast jana,”
“Zahid zahir parast az hal-e ma agah nist,” and “Dush didam ke malaik dar
maykhane zadand” serve as key case studies for detailed analysis.

The readings trace explicit and implicit Qur anic echoes, identify the specific
suras and ayas involved, and compare Hafez’s usage with traditional exegetical
interpretations. Special attention is given to what the article calls “interpretive
reconstruction,” where Hafez does not only allude to a verse but fuses several
verses, shifts the narrative focus, or repositions Qur anic characters within new
symbolic constellations. The principle of istitrad (digressive progression),
originally proposed to account for the apparent thematic dispersion of Qur anic
suras, is used as a heuristic to explain how Hafez’s seemingly scattered couplets
form structurally coherent wholes.

Results

The analysis first shows that Lisan al-ghayb becomes conceptually coherent
when understood as recognition of Hafez’s ability to penetrate the inner
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semantic possibilities of Qur anic narratives. Foundational stories such as the
creation of Adam, the bearing of the trust, and the dialogue between God,
angels, and Iblis are repeatedly reworked not as didactic retellings but as
frameworks for critiquing jurists, false Sufis, and institutional religion. In the
opening ghazal “Ala ya ayyuha l-saqi,” for instance, a recast story of Adam
grounds a meditation on misguided spiritual authorities and the necessity of
returning to the true “saqi,” implicitly aligned with the divine giver of “sharab
tahur.”

Second, many of Hafez’s most famous lines emerge as condensed exegeses of
Qur anic expressions. When he speaks of the “qiyamat” manifested in the
beloved’s hair and face, he is reworking Qur anic descriptions of judgment,
darkness, and the length of that day into a metaphor for the overwhelming
temporal and existential power of love. Verses on human sinfulness and trial
resonate with Joseph’s confession “wa ma ubarrio nafsi” and the portrayal of
wealth and children as “fitna,” while ironic uses of “nek-nami” and “badnami”
transpose these theological insights into a critique of reputational politics and
moral surveillance in society.

Third, applying the principle of istitrad clarifies that Hafez’s ghazals possess
more internal coherence than is often assumed. What appears as thematic
dispersion—movement from giyamat to Joseph, from the story of Adam to
attacks on hypocritical Sufis—proves to be a controlled sequence of
exemplifications, digressions, and returns that converge on a central stance
regarding love, hypocrisy, or divine grace. This structural insight helps to
correct arbitrary allegories that lift isolated couplets out of their architectural
context and misread the poems as incoherent or purely ornamental.

Finally, the study shows that Hafez also forges new metaphors out of Qur anic
phrases. The “mah-e Kan ani,” conventionally understood as Joseph, is reread in
light of the poem’s broader critique of wine prohibition and the politicization of
sharia. Here the “Canaanite moon” functions as a metaphor for wine itself,
unjustly imprisoned yet destined for honor, in deliberate contrast to the lost
figure of Noah’s son Kan an. Similarly, images of multicolored wine evoke the
Qur anic creation of “shuauban wa qabail” to suggest that diversity should lead
to recognition rather than destructive sectarian conflict.

Conclusion

The article concludes that the title Lisan al-ghayb is best understood as
designating a specific mode of poetic and hermeneutic knowledge rather than
supernatural prediction. Hafez’s engagement with the Qur an consists in
sustained, highly selective rereading of its verses in light of both “signs on the
horizons and in the souls.” He reexamines layered meanings, chooses particular
narrative elements, and recombines them so that they speak directly to the
ethical and political crises of his own time. His speech thus gives voice to what
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is hidden in scripture and experience, not by revealing new revelations, but by
releasing the latent potential of inherited texts.

The study further shows that attention to Qur anic intertextuality and to the
principle of istitrad leads to a more coherent understanding of the ghazal form.
When read as digressively structured yet convergent wholes, the ghazals reveal
networks of internal cross-reference that bind together their Qur anic allusions,
social critiques, and emotional registers. This perspective provides a more
rigorous basis for interpretation and protects against uncontrolled allegorization.
Finally, by tracing Hafez’s repeated rewritings of the story of creation and the
fall, and his reconfiguration of the roles of angels, Iblis, lovers, and Sufis, the
article shows how foundational religious narratives become instruments of
coded socio-political critique. Hafez uses the language and imagery of his
opponents to expose their failures, while affirming a vision of humanity defined
by love, fallibility, and divine mercy. In this way, his poetry stands at once
within and beyond tradition, speaking from its depths while unveiling
possibilities that justify, in a precise and non-miraculous sense, the enduring
attribution of the title Lisan al-ghayb.
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Balagha Sermons (Case Study: Sentence Component
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Abstract

The relationship between syntax and semantics has been a contentious issue
among linguists. Although there are two opposing views on style, "ornamental”
and "organic," one cannot ignore the relationship between syntactic aspects and
the speaker's position and approach to the subject. This means that the use of
specific grammatical structures, as opposed to "basic order" or "standard
syntax," not only serves as a basis for identifying the speaker's style but also
contributes to semantic expansion and diversification of discourse implications.
In this regard, syntactic manipulations and unusual arrangements in the text of
Nahj al-Balagha, especially "reordering of sentence components” or "word
displacement,” as one of the most frequent tools, in addition to strengthening
the aesthetic aspects of language, fully characterizes its meaning-conveying
role. Due to the breadth of the topic, the present research, using a descriptive-
analytical method in the two fields of "syntax™ and "semantics," based solely on
examining evidence of purposeful fronting and postponement in Nahj al-
Balagha in the contexts of "condition,” "conjunction,”" "descriptive phrases,"
and "agent and patient," seeks to introduce syntactic reorderings that affect the
expansion and production of meaning in the mentioned contexts and to interpret
the semantic achievements resulting from word displacement. The research
results indicate that the normal arrangement of words and the usual order of
many syntactic structures in Nahj al-Balagha have been altered in connection
with the thoughts of Imam Ali (AS). Adopting such a style, in addition to its
necessary efficiency at rhetorical levels, also leads to semantic expansion of
language in various ways.

Keywords: syntactic variable, semantic expansion, word displacement, Nahj al-
Balagha sermons

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)
Introduction
This study examines how syntactic structure operates as a central stylistic
device in the sermons of Imam Ali in Nahj al Balagha. It is based on the
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premise that the virtually unlimited potential of language allows speakers to
shape meaning and perspective through deliberate manipulation of word order.
Rather than treating syntax as a neutral, purely formal system, the research
approaches it as a domain in which semantic, rhetorical, and cognitive effects
are actively produced. In this view, any marked departure from basic word order
is a motivated choice that reshapes how the text is processed and understood.
Within structural analysis, the opposition between standard or basic syntax and
systematic deviations from it provides a key indicator of style. When elements
such as subject, predicate, agent, and object are advanced or delayed beyond
their conventional positions, the resulting reconfiguration generates secondary
meanings such as specification, emphasis, rebuke, restriction, or magnification.
These syntactic shifts, commonly conceptualized as taqdim and takhir, do not
merely rearrange surface form; they reorganize the hierarchy of information,
foreground certain semantic components, and guide the reader toward the
speaker’s evaluative and ideological stance. Nahj al Balagha is especially rich in
this regard, because its syntactic flexibility mirrors the complexity of its
intellectual and spiritual content.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive analytical approach that combines
classical Arabic grammatical thought with modern theories of the syntax
semantics interface and stylistics. The conception of nazm in the work of Abd al
Qabhir Jurjani provides a foundational framework for viewing syntactic order as
inseparable from meaning. Insights from contemporary discourse analysis
further support the idea that marked syntactic structures can be read as stylistic
signals revealing how thought is organized and how communicative priorities
are encoded in the text.

The corpus consists of selected passages from Nahj al Balagha in which
syntactic displacement is both structurally clear and semantically productive.
Three domains are foregrounded: complex conditional sentences, where the
relative positioning of conditional clause and apodosis is altered; patterns of
preposing and postponing in simple and complex clauses, especially the
advancement of prepositional phrases and objects; and marked coordination and
adjectival constructions, including the ordering of matuf and matuf alayh and
the inversion of the usual noun adjective sequence. In each case, the basic
expected order is first reconstructed, and the nature and degree of deviation are
then related to contextual cues and to the rhetorical function of the utterance.
Results

The analysis of conditional structures shows that Nahj al Balagha frequently
departs from the canonical sequence in which the conditional particle is
followed by the conditional clause and then the apodosis. In several key
passages, the base clause is advanced before the particle and its clause, so that
the reader first encounters a declarative statement of promise, guidance, or
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warning, and only afterwards the condition that frames it. This inversion shifts
the emotional and cognitive focus: instead of beginning with scenes of deviation
or threat, the discourse opens with the restoration of right guidance or the
affirmation of a decisive truth, thereby privileging hope, renewal, or definitive
judgement over anxiety and decline.

A similar mechanism appears in eschatological contexts, where interrogative
clauses such as kayfa anta are advanced before their conditional frames. By
placing the initial question before the temporal conditional clause, the text
dramatizes the inability of the sinner to respond in the face of terrifying
punishment. The syntactic foregrounding of the question itself makes
helplessness and paralysis the central meaning, rather than a secondary
conclusion derived after the description of torment. In both types of conditional
complexes, syntactic rearrangement reconfigures temporal and logical relations,
altering the reader’s perception of cause, consequence, and thematic priority.
The second cluster of findings concerns the preposing of adjuncts and objects.
Prepositional phrases advanced before the verb frequently encode emphasis,
exclusivity, and affective intensification. Clause initial elements such as bikum
or ila Allah do not simply fill a syntactic slot; they restrict and focus the scope
of the predicate so that support, complaint, or reliance is understood as tied
exclusively to the highlighted element. In calls to struggle, preposing bikum
before the verb presents the supporters as the primary instrument of action and
so amplifies their heroic agency. In laments that begin with ila Allah ashku,
fronting the prepositional phrase makes the act of complaint an explicitly
exclusive turning to God.

Object fronting likewise proves to be semantically significant. In passages that
censure attachment to worldly life, advancing objects such as hadhihi or malan
before their verbs underscores the smallness and futility of what is desired,
inviting the reader to contemplate the nature of the object before processing the
action. In threats addressed to the Kharijites, fronted objects like hukm Allah
frame the entire clause within the horizon of divine authority and make the
expectation of divine judgement a dominant presence preceding the act of
waiting. Across these examples, marked placement of adjuncts and objects is
systematically correlated with semantic expansions such as intensified rebuke,
strengthened motivational appeal, and encoded exclusivity or restriction.
Conclusion

The study shows that syntactic displacement in Nahj al Balagha is a central
mechanism of meaning production and stylistic differentiation rather than a
marginal ornament. In conditional structures, preposed adjuncts and objects,
coordinated pairs, and inverted descriptive compounds, Imam Ali exploits the
flexibility of Arabic word order to redistribute prominence, restructure logical
and temporal relations, and encode nuanced evaluative and ideological
positions. Each deviation from basic syntax signals a reorientation of
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perspective: promise may precede warning, divine authority may precede
human reaction, or censure may precede the act that provokes it. Tagdim and
takhir thus emerge as key to understanding how the text guides the reader
toward specific interpretive pathways.

More broadly, the findings confirm the deep interdependence between syntax
and thought that classical theorists associated with nazm. In Nahj al Balagha,
the network of seemingly scattered lexical items is organized through a
systematic interplay of syntactic and semantic structures. Marked word orders,
when interpreted in their discourse context, illuminate the underlying
architecture of Imam Ali’s discourse: his prioritization of spiritual over material
values, his severe condemnation of heedlessness, his insistence on divine
centrality, and his didactic aim of awakening consciousness. Approaching Nahj
al Balagha through syntactic foregrounding therefore sharpens our
understanding of both its stylistic sophistication and its coherent ethical and
theological worldview.



