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Mahmoud al-Bustani’s Views on Modern Rhetoric)
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Abstract

Bustani is one of the authors has looked at rhetoric with a new perspective and
has presented a new method for analyzing islamic texts. he has expressed his
views with emphasis on islamic texts and in this regard,has divided the
constituent elements in the text into eight elements; intellectual, thematic,
semantic, verbal, visual, phonetic, formal and structural. the 230 sermon of
nahj-albalaghah as one of the islamic texts has many and valuable topics Which
are good guidelines for all ages. the present study examined of the said sermon
by descriptive-analytical method and on the basis of eight elements by Bustani
which study can reveal to the reader the hidden rhetorical and literary beauties
in it and achieved the results that imam has presented his intended concepts to
the reader in the most beautiful format with the approach message multiplicity
and subject multiplicity, by using,confrontation,detail, simile, symbol,
metaphor, eloquent words and sentences, narrative and conversation style, pun,
Balance, subject structure and homogeneity which are of most important
components of the constituent elements of 230 sermon.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 230, Mahmoud al-Bustani, modern
rhetoric, literary elements

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

The study of rhetoric has long functioned as a central discipline for analyzing
literary texts and uncovering their aesthetic and semantic dimensions. In the
Arabic literary tradition, classical rhetoric developed a highly structured system
grounded in three main sciences: ma‘ani (meanings), bayan (clarity and
figurative expression), and badi‘ (embellishment). These branches provided
scholars with refined tools for interpreting eloquence and stylistic beauty.
However, with the evolution of literary forms and the emergence of modern
interpretive approaches, many scholars have begun to question whether this
inherited framework remains sufficient. Among the most prominent voices
advocating for a renewed rhetorical theory is Mahmoud al-Bustani, who
contends that traditional rhetoric—formulated more than a millennium ago—
cannot fully account for the complexity of texts when examined through
contemporary analytical perspectives.
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Al-Bustani proposes a comprehensive reformulation that integrates classical
rhetorical insights with a broader, more holistic methodology rooted in Islamic
epistemology. His model of modern rhetoric introduces eight interrelated
elements for textual analysis: intellectual, thematic, semantic, imagistic, lexical,
musical, formal, and structural. Rather than focusing on isolated rhetorical
devices, this framework emphasizes the organic unity of the text and the
interaction of its components. Such an approach is especially effective for
analyzing religious texts, where linguistic artistry and ethical guidance are
deeply intertwined.

Within this theoretical context, the present study examines Sermon 230 from
Nahj al-Balagha, attributed to Ali ibn Abi Talib. This sermon addresses central
themes such as piety, the transient nature of worldly life, preparation for the
afterlife, and the qualities of ascetics. Although Nahj al-Balagha has been
widely studied through classical rhetorical perspectives, this particular sermon
has not been systematically analyzed using al-Bustani’s model. The study
therefore seeks to fill this gap by applying the eightfold framework to uncover
both the layered meanings and the aesthetic strategies embedded in the text.

The guiding question of this research concerns the identification of the most
significant rhetorical elements in Sermon 230 and the evaluation of their role in
shaping its aesthetic and communicative power. By doing so, the study aims to
demonstrate how a modernized rhetorical approach can deepen our
understanding of classical Islamic texts and enhance engagement with their
ethical and spiritual messages.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in close
textual analysis. The primary corpus consists of Sermon 230 from Nahj al-
Balagha, which is examined through the lens of al-Bustani’s eight rhetorical
elements. In contrast to traditional approaches that isolate individual stylistic
features, this study emphasizes the dynamic interaction between different levels
of textual organization, reflecting al-Bustani’s holistic perspective. Each
element is analyzed in terms of its contribution to meaning, structure, and
aesthetic effect.

The analysis begins with the intellectual and thematic elements, which are
treated as closely interconnected. The intellectual element refers to the
overarching purpose or message of the text, while the thematic element
concerns the specific subjects through which this message is conveyed. The
sermon is divided into several thematic sections addressing issues such as the
virtue of piety, the necessity of righteous action, the inevitability of death, and
the characteristics of ascetic individuals. Examination of these sections reveals
that the sermon exhibits multiplicity in both theme and message rather than
strict unity.
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The semantic element is then explored, focusing on how meanings are
organized through techniques such as contrast, ellipsis, and elaboration. Special
attention is given to the use of antithesis and the movement from general
statements to more detailed explanations, both of which enhance clarity and
persuasive force. The imagistic element is analyzed through the identification of
figurative language, including simile, metaphor, and symbolic representation, in
line with al-Bustani’s expanded understanding of imagery.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Sermon 230 presents a sophisticated interplay of
rhetorical elements that collectively enhance its aesthetic appeal and
communicative effectiveness. At the intellectual and thematic levels, the sermon
is characterized by a multiplicity of themes and messages, yet these are unified
by an overarching moral vision centered on piety. Each section introduces a
distinct subject—such as righteous action or the deceptive nature of worldly
life—while contributing to a broader call for spiritual awareness and ethical
conduct. This structure achieves a balance between diversity and coherence,
sustaining audience engagement while reinforcing the central message.

From a semantic perspective, the sermon makes extensive use of contrast to
clarify abstract ideas. Oppositional pairs such as abundance and scarcity or ease
and hardship illustrate the instability of worldly existence and the inevitability
of death. These contrasts function not merely as stylistic embellishments but as
cognitive tools that facilitate understanding by juxtaposing familiar experiences
with deeper moral insights. Additionally, the progression from concise
expressions to detailed elaborations allows meanings to unfold gradually,
guiding the audience from general awareness to more focused reflection.

The imagistic dimension of the sermon is particularly powerful. Through
similes and metaphors, abstract concepts such as piety and death are
transformed into concrete and sensory experiences. Piety is portrayed as a
provision (zakhira), emphasizing its preparatory and sustaining role, while death
is depicted as an unavoidable adversary or unexpected visitor, conveying both
its inevitability and its emotional impact. Symbolic expressions further enrich
the discourse by pointing beyond literal meanings and inviting deeper
interpretation. These imagistic strategies significantly enhance both the
aesthetic quality and persuasive force of the text.

Conclusion

The application of al-Bustani’s rhetorical framework to Sermon 230 of Nah;j al-
Balagha demonstrates the effectiveness of a modern, integrative approach to
literary analysis. By moving beyond the limitations of traditional rhetorical
models, this methodology enables a more comprehensive understanding of how
various elements interact to produce meaning and aesthetic value. The study
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confirms that the sermon is not only rich in rhetorical features but also carefully
structured to maximize its communicative impact.

One of the most significant findings is that thematic multiplicity does not
weaken coherence; rather, it enhances it by offering multiple pathways for
reflection. The central concept of piety functions as a unifying axis (mehvar)
around which all other themes revolve. Semantic techniques such as contrast
and elaboration facilitate comprehension, while imagistic and symbolic
representations translate abstract ideas into tangible (malmus) experiences.
Lexical precision and musical harmony further reinforce the text’s persuasive
and artistic qualities.

The study also underscores the importance of analyzing rhetorical elements in
their interaction rather than in isolation. The effectiveness of the sermon lies in
the seamless integration of form and content, sound and meaning, and image
and idea. This insight highlights the value of al-Bustani’s holistic approach,
which emphasizes the organic unity of the text.
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Abstract

The worldview of a committed and religious poet is shaped by the religious
definition of human nature, existence, and its ultimate fate, determining the
course of committed religious literature. Within this framework, commitment,
as a fundamental principle, encompasses various poems in which poets
consciously engage with political, social, and moral issues. In the modern era,
committed literature played a crucial role in resisting foreign domination and
colonial oppression, making social and religious concerns essential criteria of
literary commitment. The core of this commitment is religious adherence,
through which poets sought to raise awareness and liberate Muslim societies
from suffering. This study employs a descriptive and qualitative analytical
method. Contemporary Persian and Arabic literature are significant for two
reasons: a return to the styles of past poets and a thematic shift due to political
and social transformations. A key feature of this period was the integration of
political and social elements into poetry, introducing themes such as justice,
freedom, awakening, and progress. For the first time, poetry became a platform
for political and social discourse. Hafiz Ibrahim and Mohammad-Taqi Bahar, as
pioneering poets of committed literature, used Islamic teachings to dedicate
their poetry to combating colonialism, poverty, ignorance, envy, and defending
women's rights, Islam, and the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Their works
reflect a conscious effort to address societal struggles through poetry,
emphasizing the role of literature as a means of reform and resistance.

Keywords: Committed literature, religious commitment, contemporary poetry,
Hafiz Ibrahim, Mohammad-Taqi Bahar
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Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)
Introduction
This study approaches literature as a reflective medium through which the
cultural, ethical, and intellectual dimensions of a society become visible.
Literary texts are not merely aesthetic productions but function as repositories
of collective experience, revealing patterns of belief, social structure, and
historical transformation. Within this context, comparative literature provides a
critical framework for examining relationships between literary traditions across
time and space, particularly in terms of influence, thematic convergence, and
the transmission of artistic forms. One of the most significant areas within this
field is the study of committed literature, especially religious commitment,
which positions literary creation as an ethically grounded and socially
responsive act.
The concept of religious commitment in poetry extends beyond superficial
references to faith. It implies a deep integration of religious worldview into the
structural and semantic core of the poem. In classical Persian and Arabic
traditions, such commitment often appears through symbolic language,
scriptural allusions, and mystical reflection. In modern contexts, however, it
frequently intersects with social and political concerns, producing a hybrid
discourse that combines spirituality with activism. This transformation reflects
broader historical changes, particularly in societies experiencing colonial
pressure and internal reform movements.
The present study focuses on the poetry of Mohammad-Taqi Bahar and Hafez
Ibrahim, two influential figures whose works exemplify the integration of
religious commitment and social consciousness. Writing in Iran and Egypt
during periods of political upheaval and cultural transition, both poets engage
deeply with Islamic values while addressing issues such as injustice, moral
decline, and national identity. Despite the importance of these themes, there has
been limited comparative analysis of how specific religious concepts function
within their poetic systems.
This research therefore seeks to analyze how key religious motifs are employed
in their poetry, including the remembrance of death, the miracle of resurrection
associated with Jesus, the limits of human reason in understanding divine
power, and the promotion of ethical values such as charity and compassion.
These elements are examined not only as thematic features but also as cognitive
and rhetorical tools that shape meaning and influence the reader. The study aims
to answer how these motifs are constructed, what functions they serve, and how
they are shaped by the cultural and social contexts of each poet.
Methodology
The study adopts a qualitative comparative methodology based on close textual
analysis and theoretical interpretation. It draws on the framework of committed
religious literature, which emphasizes the ethical responsibility of the poet and
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the integration of belief systems into literary production. In addition, insights
from cognitive poetics are employed to explore how religious concepts are
encoded in language and how they activate mental frameworks related to
morality, time, and transcendence. This interdisciplinary approach allows for a
deeper understanding of both form and meaning.

Selected poems from both poets are analyzed in detail, focusing on recurring
themes, metaphors, and stylistic patterns. The analysis examines how religious
motifs are linguistically represented and how they function within the overall
structure of the poem. Attention is given to rhetorical strategies such as
symbolism, analogy, and narrative framing, as well as to the emotional and
persuasive effects of these techniques. The goal is to identify both similarities
and differences in how each poet constructs and communicates religious
meaning.

The research also considers the broader historical and cultural contexts in which
the poets wrote. This includes the impact of colonialism, intellectual reform
movements, and changing social conditions in Iran and Egypt during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. By situating the texts within these
contexts, the study highlights how external factors influence the _=L¥’s use of
religious themes and the ways in which poetry responds to societal needs.

In addition, the study engages with previous scholarship on religious
commitment in literature, including comparative analyses of mystical poetry
and ethical discourse. These works provide a theoretical foundation while also
revealing gaps that the current study seeks to address. The combination of
textual analysis, theoretical reflection, and contextual interpretation ensures a
comprehensive and nuanced approach to the subject.

Results

The findings indicate that both poets employ the theme of death as a central
element in their poetic discourse, though they approach it in different ways. In
the poetry of Hafez Ibrahim, death is presented as an immediate and urgent
reality that serves as a moral reminder. It encourages individuals to reflect on
their actions and to prioritize ethical behavior, particularly acts of charity and
kindness. Death functions as a motivational force, directing attention toward
accountability and the consequences of human actions.

In contrast, Mohammad-Taqi Bahar treats death with a more contemplative and
philosophical tone. Rather than emphasizing fear or urgency, he often portrays
death as a natural and even comforting aspect of existence. It represents a
release from the suffering of life and a transition to a more peaceful state. This
difference reflects a broader divergence in emotional and intellectual
orientation, with Hafez Ibrahim focusing on moral urgency and Bahar
emphasizing existential reflection.

The motif of resurrection, particularly the miracle associated with Jesus, is used
by both poets but with different rhetorical purposes. Hafez Ibrahim employs this
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motif to highlight the limitations of human knowledge and the superiority of
divine power. By contrasting human achievements with divine miracles, he
underscores the inadequacy of human understanding. Bahar, however, uses the
same motif metaphorically to inspire social action, suggesting that collective
effort can revive a suffering society in a manner analogous to resurrection.

Both poets also address the limits of human reason in comprehending divine
reality. Hafez Ibrahim expresses this idea through vivid imagery and narrative
scenarios, emphasizing the failure of human inquiry to grasp ultimate truth.
Bahar adopts a more introspective approach, often reflecting on the inadequacy
of philosophical reasoning and the inevitability of uncertainty. Despite these
stylistic differences, both poets affirm the transcendence of divine power and
the necessity of humility in the face of it.

The theme of ethical responsibility, particularly charity and generosity, plays a
significant role in both bodies of work. Hafez Ibrahim frames these actions in
terms of religious duty and divine reward, encouraging readers to act in
anticipation of the afterlife. Bahar, on the other hand, emphasizes the social
impact of generosity, presenting it as a means of gaining public trust and
improving communal life. In both cases, religious commitment is closely linked
to social ethics and practical action.

Conclusion

The study concludes that religious commitment in the poetry of Mohammad-
Taqi Bahar and Hafez Ibrahim is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon that
integrates spiritual belief with social engagement. Rather than limiting artistic
expression, this commitment enhances the depth and effectiveness of poetic
language by providing a coherent ethical and philosophical framework.
Religious motifs are not merely decorative but serve as central elements that
shape both the structure and purpose of the poetry.

The comparative analysis reveals that while both poets share a common
foundation in Islamic thought, their different cultural contexts and personal
perspectives lead to distinct expressions of religious commitment. This
highlights the importance of considering historical and social factors when
analyzing literary texts, as these elements significantly influence both content
and form. The study demonstrates that similar themes can be adapted to serve
different rhetorical and ideological purposes.

Furthermore, the findings suggest that committed religious poetry functions as a
bridge between individual belief and collective experience. It allows poets to
address personal concerns while also engaging with broader societal issues,
thereby reinforcing the relevance of literature in times of change and crisis. The
integration of ethical values into poetic discourse contributes to the enduring
impact of these works.

In conclusion, this research contributes to the field of comparative literature by
offering a detailed analysis of how religious commitment operates within two
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distinct yet related literary traditions. It underscores the role of poetry as a
medium for expressing complex relationships between faith, reason, and
society, and opens the way for further studies on the interaction between
religion and literary creativity across cultures.
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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is a new and emerging branch of human knowledge
that examines texts with a critical eye. Critical discourse analysis is a deep look
and purposeful analysis that is done in order to recognize and create knowledge,
and it is brought up in the discourse analysis of power relations and the
investigation of discourse-oriented constructions. One of the areas of critical
discourse analysis is Lacla and Chantal Mouffe's theory. Lacla and Mouffe's
criticism examines the discourse structures of evidence and different discourse
chains and examines prominent theorizing. The research is based on the
descriptive and analytical method, and based on this method and within the
framework of the critical theory of Lacla and Moff, it examines the letters of
Imam Ali to Muawiyah. The present results indicate the fact that proving the
legitimacy of the caliphate as well as proving the incompetence and
incompetence of Muawiyah in office is against the central and central signs of
his letters. There are other scattered and floating signs in the text of these letters
that strengthen the central sign. The discourse constructions in these letters seek
to legitimize the caliphate of Imam Ali and exclude and marginalize the rival
discourse

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, circular discourse constructions, Laklau
and Mouffe, Nahj al-Balagha's letters

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

Critical discourse analysis has become an important interdisciplinary approach
for interpreting religious and historical texts because it reveals the relationship
between language, ideology, and power. Sacred texts are closely connected to
political and social realities, and discourse analysis helps uncover the hidden
meanings and ideological structures embedded within them. Among the major
approaches in this field is the theory of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe,
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which focuses on concepts such as central signifiers, hegemony, antagonism,
and articulation. Their theory examines how discourse constructs authority and
marginalizes competing ideologies through linguistic and symbolic strategies.
The present study analyzes the letters of Imam Ali to Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan
in Nahj al-Balagha using the discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe. The
research investigates how Imam Ali constructs a discourse of legitimacy,
justice, and moral authority while simultaneously challenging the political
discourse of Muawiya. Since discourse is inseparable from its historical and
social context, the study also considers the political tensions of the early Islamic
period and the struggle over leadership within the Muslim community.

Previous studies have examined Nahj al-Balagha through various discourse-
oriented approaches, especially those influenced by Halliday and Fairclough.
However, few studies have applied the discourse model of Laclau and Mouffe
to Imam Ali’s letters. The present research therefore seeks to fill this gap by
examining how discursive structures, linguistic strategies, and ideological
oppositions are employed to establish Imam Ali’s legitimacy and undermine the
rival Umayyad discourse.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on the critical discourse
theory of Laclau and Mouffe. Selected letters addressed by Imam Ali to
Muawiya are analyzed as political and ideological texts in which language
serves not only as communication but also as a means of exercising power and
shaping public consciousness. The research focuses on the interaction between
linguistic structures and sociopolitical realities in order to uncover the hidden
ideological dimensions of the discourse.

Several key concepts from Laclau and Mouffe’s theory guide the analysis. The
first is the central signifier, which functions as the organizing core of discourse.
In Imam Ali’s letters, legitimacy, justice, and rightful leadership represent the
dominant signifiers around which other concepts are organized. The analysis
also examines floating signifiers, whose meanings remain contested between
competing discourses. Terms such as Islam, leadership, peace, and authority are
interpreted differently within the discourses of Imam Ali and Muawiya.

The study further investigates antagonism, otherness, foregrounding, and
marginalization. Imam Ali constructs his discourse through opposition to
Muawiya’s political claims and moral character. Chains of equivalence and
difference are also analyzed to determine how concepts such as faith, truth, and
justice are connected to Imam Ali’s discourse, while tyranny, deception, and
worldly ambition are associated with the rival discourse. Finally, the concepts
of hegemony and deconstruction are examined to show how Imam Ali seeks to
dismantle the ideological foundations of Muawiya’s authority.
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Results

The analysis reveals that the dominant central signifier in Imam Ali’s discourse
is legitimate leadership based on justice, faith, and moral superiority. All other
signifiers reinforce this central meaning. Imam Ali repeatedly emphasizes his
early acceptance of Islam, closeness to the Prophet, and commitment to
religious values, while portraying Muawiya as driven by worldly ambition and
political manipulation. Through this contrast, the discourse establishes a clear
moral and ideological distinction between the two sides.

Floating signifiers such as Islam and leadership acquire different meanings
depending on the discourse in which they are articulated. Imam Ali redefines
leadership as a moral and religious responsibility rooted in justice and truth,
whereas Muawiya’s discourse associates authority with political control and
tribal influence. Similarly, the concept of peace is presented by Imam Ali not as
compromise for political gain, but as a principle inseparable from justice and
ethical conduct. These reinterpretations allow Imam Ali to challenge the
meanings promoted by the rival discourse.

The study also demonstrates that antagonism and otherness play a central role in
constructing discursive identity. Imam Ali portrays Muawiya as representing
deception, sedition, and deviation from authentic Islamic principles. References
to falsehood, greed, and resemblance to unbelieving ancestors function as
rhetorical strategies for delegitimizing Muawiya’s claims to authority. In
contrast, Imam Ali’s discourse foregrounds values such as sincerity, justice, and
devotion to Islam.

Foregrounding and marginalization appear as important discursive mechanisms
throughout the letters. Imam Ali highlights his own legitimacy and moral
authority while marginalizing Muawiya’s political ambitions. Through
metaphors of blindness, confusion, and moral deviation, Muawiya is depicted as
unfit for leadership. The discourse therefore weakens the rival ideological
system and prevents it from achieving hegemony within the Muslim
community.

The analysis further shows that Imam Ali constructs chains of equivalence
linking justice, piety, truthfulness, and legitimate succession. Opposed to these
are chains associated with tyranny, deception, and innovation. These
interconnected signifiers simplify the political conflict into a moral opposition
between truth and falsehood. Imam Ali’s discourse thus seeks to stabilize its
ideological framework while dismantling the foundations of the Umayyad
discourse.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Imam Ali’s letters to Muawiya represent a highly
sophisticated political and religious discourse shaped by ideological conflict and
historical circumstances. Through the framework of Laclau and Moulffe, it
becomes clear that Imam Ali constructs a discourse centered on justice,
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legitimacy, and faith while simultaneously undermining the rival discourse
through antagonism, marginalization, and deconstruction. Language in these
letters functions as a strategic tool for shaping political awareness and
defending moral authority.

The findings demonstrate that the central signifier of legitimate leadership
organizes the entire discourse and determines the meanings of surrounding
signifiers. Floating signifiers such as Islam and authority are strategically
redefined to support Imam Ali’s ideological vision. The discourse also relies
heavily on oppositional binaries such as truth versus falsehood and justice
versus tyranny in order to reinforce ideological boundaries and strengthen
persuasive power.

The research further highlights the effectiveness of critical discourse analysis in
interpreting classical Islamic texts. The theory of Laclau and Mouffe provides a
valuable framework for understanding how political legitimacy is constructed
through discourse and how competing ideologies struggle for dominance. Imam
Ali’s discourse emerges as a model of ethical and political resistance against
manipulation and authoritarianism.

Ultimately, the study emphasizes the enduring intellectual and rhetorical value
of Nahj al-Balagha. Imam Ali’s letters reveal how discourse can function
simultaneously as political resistance, moral instruction, and ideological
critique. By exposing the contradictions of the rival discourse and affirming
principles of justice and truth, Imam Ali presents a vision of leadership
grounded in ethical responsibility and social guidance.
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Abctract

The Holy Qur'an has used many methods to guide people, among these
methods, the story of the prophets and their followers has a special attraction for
guidance. The difference in the narration of the story of Prophet Moses, which
was investigated in this research, is among the stories of the Holy Quran that are
repeated in such a way that sometimes a part of the story is written in several
surahs, with different words, which seems to repeat; But every word and
sentence is meant to express a point, and the elements of a story's scene have
different meanings. The results of this research using a descriptive analytical
method show that the main reason for the difference in the words of the story
depends on the context and purpose of the surah in which a scene of the story is
narrated. For example, in Surah Taha, the discussion is about the manifestation
of God's mercy and kindness on the holy valley and Prophet Moses; Therefore,
the discussion of Prophet Moses running back when he saw the dragon is not
discussed in this surah, or in Surah Al-Baqarah, which is the place of God's
blessings on humanity, the type of address of God to the Israelites in this surah
is different from other surahs; Therefore, bringing a scene from the story in
several places in the Qur'an is not a repetition; Rather, it is to express a new
type of Qur'anic style and pursues a new goal.

Keywords: The story of Prophet Moses, the Qur'an, differences in expression,
verbal similarities

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

The story of Prophet Musa occupies a unique position in the Quran as one of the
most extensive and frequently repeated prophetic narratives. The Quran
recounts various stages of Musa’s life, including his birth, upbringing in
Pharaoh’s palace, migration to Madyan, marriage, prophethood, confrontation
with Pharaoh, and the salvation of Bani Israil. Unlike many prophetic accounts
that appear briefly, the narrative of Musa is distributed across numerous surahs
and presented through different linguistic forms and narrative arrangements.
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Although the core events remain constant, the Quran repeatedly introduces
variations in wording, sentence structure, omission, addition, substitution, and
order. These variations form a significant part of what classical scholars
describe as mutashabih lafzi, or verbal similarity in Quranic discourse.

The present study examines the verbal variations in the story of Musa and
investigates the semantic and rhetorical functions of these differences. The
research argues that Quranic repetition is never purposeless; rather, every
linguistic variation corresponds to the thematic context, psychological
atmosphere, and rhetorical objective of each surah. For this reason, the study
analyzes the story according to its chronological sequence, beginning with the
birth of Musa and continuing through his prophetic mission and the events
involving Pharaoh and Bani Israil. This chronological approach allows the
semantic relationships between the repeated passages to become clearer and
reveals the coherence between narrative development and linguistic choice.
Previous studies have discussed the similarities and differences between
specific surahs such as Taha and al-Qasas or have focused generally on verbal
similarities in Quranic narratives. However, few studies have examined the
entire story of Musa through a chronological and contextual analysis of
linguistic variation. The present research therefore seeks to fill this gap by
demonstrating how verbal differences correspond to the emotional and
rhetorical purposes of each surah and how they contribute to the broader
coherence of Quranic discourse.

The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in the classical concept of
mutashabih. Scholars distinguish between semantic ambiguity and verbal
similarity, the latter referring to Quranic verses that share similar structures
while differing in certain lexical or grammatical details. These differences may
involve substitution of words, variation in emphasis, changes in word order,
omission, addition, or shifts in grammatical form. The study adopts this
framework to explore the rhetorical wisdom behind the verbal diversity in the
Musa narrative.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on rhetorical and
semantic analysis of Quranic discourse. The research examines the story of
Musa across several major surahs, especially al-Qasas, al-Shuara, al-Araf, al-
Bagara, and Taha, because these surahs contain the most detailed narrative
presentations. The analysis follows the chronological sequence of events in
Musa’s life in order to identify the semantic significance of repeated passages
and verbal variations within their narrative contexts.

The methodology relies on comparing parallel Quranic passages and analyzing
differences in lexical choice, grammatical construction, omission, addition, and
word order. Each variation is examined in relation to the thematic atmosphere
of the surah in which it appears. Particular attention is devoted to the
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psychological and rhetorical dimensions of the narrative, such as fear,
reassurance, confrontation, warning, and divine mercy. Classical exegetical
works and rhetorical studies are employed to support the linguistic analysis and
explain the semantic implications of specific expressions.

The study also considers the relationship between Quranic wording and the
broader objectives of each surah. For example, al-Qasas is characterized by an
atmosphere of fear, danger, and divine protection, while al-Naml emphasizes
honor, reassurance, and certainty. These thematic differences explain why the
same event may appear with distinct expressions in different contexts. Through
this contextual approach, the research demonstrates that verbal variation in the
Quran serves rhetorical precision rather than stylistic repetition.

In addition, the analysis investigates how semantic nuances emerge through
apparently synonymous expressions. Variations between verbs such as ata and
jaa, salluk and adkhil, or between phrases such as innaka min al-aminin and inni
la yakhafu ladayya al-mursalun are examined carefully to reveal their rhetorical
appropriateness. The study thus combines semantic analysis, contextual
interpretation, and rhetorical criticism to uncover the artistic coherence of the
Quranic narrative.

Results

The analysis reveals that verbal variations in the story of Musa are closely
connected to the thematic and emotional atmosphere of each surah. In Surah al-
Qasas, which emphasizes fear, vulnerability, and divine care, expressions
associated with anxiety and uncertainty frequently appear. Terms such as
khaifan, yatarragab, la takhaf, and inni akhafu reflect the psychological
condition of Musa and correspond to the broader context of persecution and
escape. By contrast, Surah al-Naml emphasizes reassurance, certainty, and
divine honor, leading to the use of stronger and more confident expressions.
One of the major findings concerns the semantic distinction between similar
verbs. For example, the variation between latiyannakum and saatikum in the
descriptions of the fire reflects differing emotional states. In al-Qasas, Musa
speaks with uncertainty because he is in a state of fear, whereas in al-Naml the
wording expresses greater confidence and certainty. Similarly, the distinction
between ata and jaa reflects varying rhetorical implications, since jaa often
conveys effort and intensity while ata suggests easier arrival. Such differences
demonstrate the precision of Quranic lexical selection.

The study also shows that variations in pronouns, grammatical structure, and
word order correspond to contextual purposes. In Surah al-Shuara, the
confrontation between Musa and Pharaoh is depicted with stronger rhetorical
intensity, which explains expressions such as amantum lahu and the repeated
emphasis in Pharaoh’s threats. By contrast, Surah al-Araf presents the same
events with less intensity because the focus is broader and includes the
historical condition of Bani Israil rather than direct confrontation alone.
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Another significant result concerns the symbolic and semantic dimensions of
specific words describing Musa’s miracles. The transformation of the staff is
described through different expressions such as thuaban, hayya tasaa, and
kaannaha jann. Each term reflects a distinct aspect of the miracle. Thuaban
emphasizes the terrifying size of the serpent and corresponds to the public
confrontation with Pharaoh, while hayya highlights the miracle of life itself, and
jann conveys rapid movement and the fear experienced by Musa. These
variations reveal the Quran’s ability to portray psychological and visual
dimensions through subtle lexical differences.

The analysis of Surah al-Baqara demonstrates that variations in the narrative
concerning Bani Israil also reflect thematic objectives. Expressions involving
divine blessings employ forms emphasizing abundance and generosity, whereas
verses concerned with rebuke and condemnation adopt shorter and less
emphatic constructions. Similarly, the differences between infajarat and
inbajasat in the story of water flowing from the rock indicate stages of water
emergence, with the first referring to abundant eruption and the second to initial
flow.

The study further demonstrates that repetition in the Quran strengthens narrative
coherence rather than producing redundancy. Each retelling of the Musa
narrative highlights a particular dimension suitable for the surah’s objectives.
Consequently, the verbal differences are not random stylistic variations but
deliberate rhetorical choices that deepen meaning and reinforce the emotional
and theological impact of the narrative.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the verbal similarities and variations in the story of
Musa constitute a remarkable aspect of Quranic rhetorical and semantic
coherence. Although many passages describe the same events, every variation
in wording, syntax, emphasis, or order serves a specific contextual and
rhetorical purpose. The Quran therefore transforms repetition into a
sophisticated literary technique that enriches meaning and adapts the narrative
to the thematic objectives of each surah.

The findings confirm that the story of Musa cannot be understood fully through
isolated verse comparison alone. Rather, the semantic value of each expression
emerges through its relationship with the emotional atmosphere, rhetorical
function, and thematic orientation of the surah. Expressions associated with
fear, reassurance, confrontation, or divine mercy correspond directly to the
psychological and narrative context in which they appear.

The study also demonstrates the importance of chronological analysis in
understanding Quranic narratives. Following the events of Musa’s life
sequentially clarifies the relationship between repeated passages and reveals
how the Quran develops meaning progressively across different contexts. This
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approach highlights the interconnectedness of Quranic discourse and its ability
to combine narrative repetition with rhetorical diversity.

Ultimately, the research confirms that verbal variation in the Quran is a
deliberate and meaningful stylistic strategy. The differences in lexical choice,
grammatical structure, and rhetorical emphasis in the story of Musa contribute
to the artistic and semantic richness of the Quran and demonstrate the precision
of its linguistic expression. Through these variations, the Quran presents a
dynamic narrative that combines historical continuity, psychological depth, and
rhetorical eloquence within a unified theological message.
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Examining the elements of paratext and its function in the
Islamic magazine " Al-Hosseini al-Saghir"

Abdolbaset Arab Yousefabadi*
(Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, University of Zabol, Zabol, Iran)

Abstract

In the creation of a work, in addition to the text, factors such as the title,
introduction, cover design, editorial, interruption of the work, etc. are involved,
which are called paratext. Paratext has various functions such as completing,
decorating and introducing the main text. Paratext has a stronger role in
children's literature than in adult literature; Because in order to better
understand the text, the child needs a stimulus outside the text that provides the
necessary space to understand the text and provides a suitable interpretation of
the text for him. "Al-Hosseini Al-Saghir" children's magazine is one of the most
up-to-date Islamic children's magazines, which has been welcomed by a large
number of Arab children with its diversity in form and content, and has been
published since 2009. In this research, an attempt is made to examine the most
important paratextual elements of the 2020 issues of this monthly based on the
descriptive-analytical method and analyze the functions of each of them. The
results show that the title "Al-Hosseini al-Saghir" is related to the ideology and
attitude of the editors of the magazine on the one hand and to the child and his
surrounding environment on the other hand. The two layers of the language
system and the image system are placed in a frame called the cover design and
the editorial as a threshold to enter the main text of the magazine. The sum of
the meanings of the two mentioned systems helps to understand the image and
receive the content of the magazine.

Keywords: Islamic literature, paratext, title, cover design, "Al-Hosseini al-
Saghir"

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

Paratext is one of the central concepts in modern literary criticism, especially
after the rise of post-structuralist theories that emphasized the relationship
between text and reader. Gerard Genette introduced the concept in his work
Thresholds, defining paratext as the collection of textual and visual elements
that surround the main text and mediate the reader’s access to it. These elements
include titles, cover designs, introductions, illustrations, editorials, typography,
and layout. Although they are not part of the core text itself, they play an
essential role in shaping meaning, directing interpretation, and influencing
reception. In children’s literature, paratext is particularly important because
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children usually encounter the visual and external aspects of a publication
before reading its content.

The present study examines the paratextual elements of the Iraqi Islamic
children’s magazine al-Husayni al-Saghir. Published monthly since 2009 under
the supervision of the al-Husayni shrine, the magazine combines educational,
religious, ethical, and entertaining content directed toward Arab children. Each
issue includes illustrated stories, poetry, handicrafts, puzzles, Quranic lessons,
educational games, and cultural materials designed according to the cognitive
and emotional needs of children. The study focuses on issues 129-140
published in 2020 because these issues represent the most graphically advanced
and accessible stage available on the magazine’s official website.

The research aims to analyze the role of paratextual elements in attracting
children, guiding interpretation, and preparing readers to enter the textual world
of the magazine. It investigates the relationship between the title, cover design,
editorials, typography, illustrations, and magazine format and the ideological
and educational orientation of the publication. The study also seeks to determine
how linguistic and visual systems cooperate in communicating moral and
religious values to children.

Previous studies on paratext have largely focused on novels, poetry, and
translation studies, while research concerning Arabic children’s magazines
remains very limited. Existing scholarship has shown that paratextual elements
influence interpretation and establish reading expectations. However, no major
study has addressed paratext in specialized Arabic children’s magazines. This
research therefore fills an important gap by exploring the role of paratext in al-
Husayni al-Saghir and highlighting its contribution to Islamic children’s
literature.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on Genette’s theory of
paratextuality. The analysis concentrates on internal paratextual elements
because external elements such as interviews, reviews, and advertisements
related to the magazine are not sufficiently available. Accordingly, the research
examines titles, cover designs, editorials, typography, illustrations, section
headings, and magazine format.

The methodology focuses on the interaction between linguistic and visual
systems in producing meaning. Since children’s literature depends heavily on
visual communication, the study pays special attention to illustrations, colors,
typography, and layout. These elements are analyzed in relation to children’s
psychological and cognitive characteristics, particularly those belonging to
middle childhood age groups. The research also examines how paratextual
elements function according to four major purposes identified in literary theory:
identification, description, implicit signification, and persuasion.
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Particular emphasis is placed on the title al-Husayni al-Saghir as the first
threshold through which children encounter the magazine. The study analyzes
the relationship between the title and the ideological orientation of the
publication. The term al-Husayni evokes the ethical and spiritual values
associated with Imam Husayn, while al-Saghir identifies the intended audience
as children. The research further investigates recurring visual patterns,
illustrated stories, editorial themes, and educational activities in order to
understand how paratext guides interpretation and encourages engagement.
Results

The analysis demonstrates that paratextual elements in al-Husayni al-Saghir
play a central role in attracting children and preparing them to interact with the
magazine’s content. The title performs both informative and persuasive
functions. The word al-Husayni immediately connects the publication with
Islamic and Husayni values such as justice, courage, sacrifice, honesty, and
loyalty, while al-Saghir clearly indicates that the magazine addresses children.
Through this title, readers form initial assumptions about the nature and purpose
of the magazine before engaging with its content.

The study also reveals that cover designs effectively combine visual and
linguistic elements to communicate meaning. Most covers rely on direct visual
representation rather than symbolic abstraction, reflecting awareness of
children’s preference for clear and realistic imagery. Covers related to religious
occasions such as the birth of Imam Ali, Shaabani celebrations, Ramadan, and
the birth of Imam al-Rida employ bright colors, smiling figures, and
recognizable Islamic symbols to create emotional attraction and cultural
familiarity. Typography further strengthens the magazine’s identity by
integrating visual beauty with linguistic clarity.

Editorials constitute another important paratextual element. Positioned
consistently at the beginning of each issue, they introduce central moral or
social themes that later appear throughout the magazine in stories, activities,
and illustrations. For example, editorials discussing cooperation during the
COVID-19 pandemic are reinforced through narratives encouraging solidarity,
family assistance, and charitable work. This repetition creates coherence
between the editorial discourse and the educational goals of the magazine.
Illustrated stories are among the most influential components of the magazine.
Images often communicate meaning more effectively than written text and
allow children to understand stories intuitively. The narratives rely on simple
language, vivid illustrations, and emotionally engaging situations suitable for
children’s cognitive development. Educational sections on traffic rules,
scientific discoveries, historical places, and animal intelligence also reveal a
successful balance between entertainment and instruction.

Another important finding concerns the magazine’s physical format. The
medium-sized rahli format provides enough space for illustrations, handicrafts,
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and interactive activities. This design encourages participation and creativity by
allowing children to engage directly with the material through coloring, puzzles,
and practical exercises. The format therefore functions as an important
paratextual feature supporting educational and emotional interaction.
Conclusion

The study concludes that paratextual elements in a/-Husayni al-Saghir perform
essential educational, communicative, and aesthetic functions. These elements
are not merely decorative additions but active components that shape
interpretation, guide reading expectations, and facilitate the child’s entry into
the textual world of the magazine. Through titles, illustrations, typography,
editorials, and layout design, the magazine successfully creates an attractive
Islamic educational environment for children.

The findings indicate that the dominant functions of paratext in the magazine
are attraction and information. Children develop preliminary expectations
through external visual and linguistic features before reading the magazine’s
content. These expectations are later reinforced by the consistency between
paratextual design and textual themes. Such coherence strengthens the
effectiveness of the magazine in transmitting moral, religious, and cultural
values.

The study also highlights the importance of visual communication in children’s
literature. Clear imagery, bright colors, realistic illustrations, and harmonious
typography help children understand themes intuitively and emotionally. The
integration of visual and linguistic systems demonstrates awareness of
children’s psychological and cognitive needs and increases their engagement
with the publication.

Ultimately, the research confirms that paratext functions as a bridge between
text and child reader in Islamic children’s literature. Through carefully designed
paratextual strategies, al-Husayni al-Saghir succeeds in combining
entertainment, education, and ideological guidance within an appealing artistic
framework. The magazine therefore represents a successful model of
contemporary Arabic children’s publishing and demonstrates the importance of
paratextual studies in understanding children’s literary reception.
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Abstract

"Jedal" is one of the most influential words in the Quranic worldview, which is
used about 29 times in the Holy Quran in various forms. "Semantic component"
is one of the theories of structural semantics, which enters the deeper semantic
layers of words by relying on intra-textual relationships. Considering the
effective role of "Jedal" in accepting or rejecting the divine call and its effect on
the fate of human beings, it is necessary to explain the components of this word
in the Quran. The present article aims to provide a methodical analysis of this
concept in the Holy Qur'an by an analytical descriptive style, relying on the
model of component analysis and reflection on the companions of the word
"Jedal". In this research, it appears that most of the uses of the word "Jedal" in
the Qur'an are of the false type, and the "Jedal Ahsan" (best disputation) is
based on clear signs and solid reasons and has a solid origin. In the axis of
coexistence, the word "Jedal" has been semantically connected with many key
words. Accuracy in these co-occurrences shows that the word "Allah" is at the
top of all key words in the semantic field of "Jedal".

Keywords: Izutsu, constructivist semantics, component analysis, coexistence
relations, Jedal

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

Semantic analysis is one of the most important approaches in modern linguistics
for uncovering the precise meanings of words within a linguistic system.
Among the major semantic theories, the structural and synchronic approaches
developed by Ferdinand de Saussure and later expanded by Toshihiko Izutsu
have had a significant impact on Quranic studies. Saussure argued that words do
not possess meaning independently; rather, meaning emerges through relations
with other words within a language system. [zutsu applied this principle to the
Quran and demonstrated that Quranic concepts form interconnected semantic
fields reflecting the worldview of the text. According to this perspective, the
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meaning of a Quranic term can only be understood through its contextual
associations and oppositions with related concepts.

The present study investigates the semantic field of the word jidal in the Quran.
Originally, the root j-d-1 in classical Arabic referred to twisting a rope tightly
and firmly. Through semantic development, the term later came to signify
dispute, verbal conflict, and argumentative struggle. In the Quran, however,
jidal acquires a religious and moral dimension connected to concepts such as
tawhid, iman, kufr, guidance, and revelation. The study aims to identify the
lexical companions of jidal in Quranic discourse and extract its semantic
components through the syntagmatic relationships surrounding the word.
Previous studies on jidal have generally focused on ethical debate, rhetorical
dialogue, and distinctions between praiseworthy and blameworthy disputation
using classical exegetical and lexical methods. Despite their value, these studies
rarely employed modern semantic theories. The current research therefore seeks
to fill this gap by applying structural semantics and Izutsu’s semantic field
theory to reveal the conceptual organization of jidal in the Quran.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on synchronic
semantics and semantic field analysis. Drawing on the theories of Saussure and
Izutsu, the research examines Quranic occurrences of jidal through contextual
relations and lexical associations. The analysis focuses on two major semantic
axes: syntagmatic relations, which concern the words accompanying jidal in
Quranic verses, and paradigmatic relations, which involve semantic oppositions
such as iman versus kufr and huda versus dalal.

The research begins with an examination of the lexical meaning of jidal in pre-
Islamic poetry and classical Arabic dictionaries. Lexicographers such as Ibn
Manzur, Raghib al-Isfahani, and Ibn Faris explain that the root originally
indicated firmness and twisting, before expanding to signify persistent dispute
and verbal confrontation. This lexical foundation helps distinguish between the
original meaning of the word and the specialized Quranic meaning developed
within the semantic system of revelation.

The study then analyzes the contextual companions of jidal in Quranic verses.
Important associated expressions include Allah, ayat Allah, kufr, shaytan, ghayr
ilm, kitab munir, hikma, mawiza hasana, iman, and islam. Through these
associations, the study identifies the semantic components of both condemnable
disputation and praiseworthy disputation. The methodology also relies on
semantic oppositions and negative forms, a principle emphasized by Izutsu, to
determine how the Quran differentiates between legitimate and illegitimate
forms of argumentation.

Results

The analysis reveals that the Quran presents jidal in two opposing semantic
categories: jidal batil and jidal ahsan. Blameworthy disputation is consistently
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associated with disbelief, arrogance, ignorance, and rejection of divine
revelation. One of the strongest semantic associations appears between jidal and
the concept of Allah, especially in verses discussing divine unity and revelation.
Expressions such as fi Allah and fi ayat Allah indicate that false disputation is
primarily directed against tawhid and prophetic truth.

The study also shows that terms such as kufr, shaytan, and ittiba form a negative
semantic field around jidal. The Quran portrays those who engage in false
disputation as lacking true knowledge and following satanic influence rather
than reason and guidance. Expressions such as ale 2%, la huda, and la kitab
munir emphasize the absence of rational proof, revelation, and divine guidance.
Furthermore, the association between jidal and kufr demonstrates that
disputation against divine signs is one of the defining characteristics of
disbelief.

Another important finding concerns the ethical and psychological dimensions of
jidal. The Quran repeatedly connects false disputation with arrogance and
tyranny through expressions such as kull qalb mutakabbir jabbar. This indicates
that condemnable disputation originates not merely from intellectual
disagreement but from moral corruption and pride. Similarly, references to
taqallub fi al-bilad suggest that hostile disputation may involve political and
social power intended to weaken believers and oppose divine truth.

In contrast, jidal ahsan is associated with wisdom, guidance, and moral
refinement. The verse udu ila sabil rabbika bil hikma wal mawiza al hasana wa
jadilhum billati hiya ahsan establishes the principles of proper dialogue in
Islam. Hikma signifies rational certainty and intellectual strength, while mawiza
hasana refers to gentle and persuasive counsel. The expression billati hiya ahsan
indicates that successful dialogue depends on ethical conduct, respectful speech,
and avoidance of hostility and humiliation.

The narratives of prophets in the Quran further illustrate the nature of
praiseworthy disputation. The dialogue of Prophet Nuh with his people reflects
persistent efforts to guide them toward truth despite their rejection and mockery.
Likewise, the argument of Prophet Ibrahim with the angels concerning the
people of Lut demonstrates compassion and hope for their guidance rather than
opposition to divine decree. The story of the believing woman in Surat al-
Mujadala also reveals that jidal may function as a legitimate means of
abolishing unjust social customs and seeking justice through dialogue.
Conclusion

The study concludes that the Quran transformed the inherited Arabic concept of
jidal into a comprehensive ethical and theological concept integrated within the
Quranic worldview. Through contextual associations and semantic oppositions,
the Quran established two distinct semantic systems surrounding the term: one
negative system connected with kufr, arrogance, ignorance, and satanic
influence, and another positive system connected with wisdom, faith, guidance,
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and submission to divine truth. The findings confirm the effectiveness of
Izutsu’s semantic methodology in understanding Quranic concepts. Meaning in
the Quran emerges not from isolated words but from interconnected semantic
networks that reflect broader religious and moral values. The semantic field of
jidal demonstrates that the Quran does not reject debate itself; rather, it
distinguishes between destructive disputation motivated by pride and beneficial
dialogue aimed at guidance and reform. The study also highlights the central
role of tawhid in organizing Quranic semantic fields. The concept of Allah
functions as the primary semantic center governing the meaning of jidal and
determining its positive or negative orientation. False disputation opposes
divine revelation and leads to disbelief, while praiseworthy disputation seeks
truth through wisdom, justice, and ethical conduct. Ultimately, the research
demonstrates the importance of modern semantic approaches in Quranic studies.
By examining lexical relationships and conceptual structures, semantic analysis
provides a deeper understanding of Quranic discourse and reveals the close
relationship between language, worldview, ethics, and theology in the Quran.
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Comparative Criticism of the Translations and Interpretations
of Verse 71 of Surah Hud Based on the Element of
Foregrounding and Delay
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Abstract

In order to convey the intended meaning of God accurately, translations of the
Qur’an must be based on a precise and correct understanding of the verses.
Inaccurate translations, especially given the general audience’s limited
familiarity with Qur’anic sciences, may lead to incomplete understanding or the
emergence of misconceptions. Therefore, in addition to considering the lexical
meanings of words, the context of the verses, and internal textual clues, the
translator must also be well acquainted with Qur’anic sciences, particularly the
literary and rhetorical features of the Qur’an, and employ them in clarifying
ambiguous passages. Foregrounding and delay (tagdim wa ta’khir) constitute
one of the causes of ambiguity and appear frequently throughout the Qur’an.
This study analyzes the views of Qur’anic commentators and comparatively
examines most of the available translations of verse 71 of Surah Hud, including
201 translations in 26 living languages. Using a descriptive-analytical approach,
the research demonstrates that a case of foregrounding and delay occurs in this
verse, resulting in an apparent ambiguity and inconsistency in the expression.
Attention to this rhetorical feature resolves the discrepancy and confirms that
Sarah’s laughter occurred as a reaction of surprise following the angels’ glad
tidings. The findings further reveal that a significant majority of the examined
translations in various languages rendered the verse without considering the
element of foregrounding and delay, and consequently failed to present an
accurate and coherent understanding of the verse.

Keywords: translation, foregrounding and delay, translators, laughter, Verse 71
of Surah Hud

Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)

Introduction

The Quran repeatedly emphasizes its freedom from contradiction,
inconsistency, and discord, and many scholars regard this internal coherence as
one of the principal aspects of its linguistic and rhetorical miracle. Quranic
discourse is rich in literary and rhetorical devices that contribute to the precision
and depth of meaning. Since exegetes have adopted different theological,
linguistic, and interpretive approaches throughout Islamic history, divergent
interpretations of many verses have naturally emerged. While works of tafsir
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allow detailed analytical discussion and the presentation of multiple viewpoints,
Quran translation functions within a more limited framework. Translators must
usually choose one interpretation and render it into another language without
extensive explanation. Because the audience of translations often lacks
familiarity with Arabic rhetoric and Quranic sciences, any interpretive error in
translation may lead to misunderstanding or the emergence of doubts regarding
the Quranic text itself rather than the translation.

One of the important causes of ambiguity in Quranic discourse is the rhetorical
phenomenon of taqdim wa takhir, or foregrounding and delay. In such
constructions, words or clauses are intentionally placed before or after their
expected syntactic position for rhetorical or semantic purposes. Accurate
translation therefore requires awareness of these structures and their
implications for meaning. This study examines verse 71 of Surah Hud, which
narrates the encounter between Prophet Ibrahim, his wife Sarah, and the angels
who announced the birth of Isaac and Jacob. The verse contains the phrase
“fadahikat fabashsharnaha,” literally meaning “she laughed, then We gave her
glad tidings.” The apparent sequence creates ambiguity because Sarah’s
laughter seems to occur before the announcement that logically caused it. The
research investigates whether the verse should be interpreted according to its
surface structure or through the principle of taqdim wa takhir.

The study comparatively analyzes 201 Quran translations in twenty-six living
languages, including Persian, English, German, French, Russian, Turkish,
Spanish, Kurdish, and Indonesian. It seeks to determine which translations
successfully conveyed the intended meaning of the verse and which interpretive
approaches are most consistent with Quranic context, rhetorical principles, and
classical exegetical traditions.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach
grounded in Quranic linguistics, rhetoric, and translation studies. A wide range
of classical and modern tafsir works were examined in order to classify the
main interpretive views concerning the verse. These interpretations were then
analyzed according to the linguistic mechanism proposed for resolving the
apparent inconsistency in the phrase “fadahikat fabashsharnaha.”

Particular attention was devoted to the semantic analysis of the words “dahikat,”
“bashsharna,” and “imraatuhu.” Lexicographical and exegetical sources indicate
that the root dahika generally denotes laughter in Quranic usage and is
associated with joy, mockery, amazement, or divine power. Some exegetes,
however, interpreted the word as meaning “she menstruated,” arguing that
Sarah’s menstruation served as a sign confirming the angels’ message. The
study evaluates this interpretation through lexical evidence and Quranic usage
patterns.
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The narrative context of verses 69-74 of Surah Hud was also examined
carefully. Several contextual indicators suggest that Sarah’s laughter resulted
from astonishment after hearing the glad tidings. Expressions such as “Ya
waylata,” “inna hadha lashayon ajib,” and “atajabina” all emphasize amazement
and surprise. The article additionally compares the Quranic narrative with the
parallel account in the Book of Genesis, where Sarah’s laughter explicitly
follows the announcement of childbirth in old age. This comparative reading
strengthens the interpretation based on chronological reversal within the
Quranic expression.

The translations analyzed in the study were classified into five categories. Some
translators preserved the literal sequence without recognizing foregrounding and
delay. Others interpreted “dahikat” as menstruation, while another group
explained Sarah’s laughter through omitted contextual causes such as Ibrahim’s
fear or the angels’ unusual behavior. A smaller number of translators adopted
the interpretation based on taqdim wa takhir and translated the verse
accordingly.

Results

The findings demonstrate that the most coherent interpretation of the verse is
based on the occurrence of taqdim wa takhir. According to this reading, the
meaning of the verse is effectively: “We gave her glad tidings, and then she
laughed.” Sarah’s laughter therefore emerges as a natural reaction of
astonishment upon hearing the miraculous news that she would bear a child
despite her old age and previous infertility. This interpretation resolves the
apparent inconsistency in the verse and preserves the coherence of the
surrounding narrative.

Alternative explanations proved less convincing both linguistically and
contextually. The interpretation that Sarah laughed because of Ibrahim’s fear or
because the angels refused food does not adequately explain the repeated
references to amazement in the following verses. Likewise, the interpretation of
“dahikat” as menstruation lacks strong lexical support in Quranic usage, since
the Quran consistently employs the root hayd when referring to menstruation.
Even if this interpretation were accepted, it would still imply a connection
between Sarah’s physical condition and the announcement of childbirth,
indirectly supporting the idea that the glad tidings preceded her reaction.

The comparative analysis of translations revealed that most translators did not
account for the rhetorical structure of the verse. Out of the 201 translations
examined, 140 followed the literal sequence and translated the verse without
recognizing foregrounding and delay. Eleven translations interpreted “dahikat”
as menstruation, while twenty-two explained the laughter through omitted
contextual factors such as Ibrahim’s fear or the angels’ arrival. Only twenty-five
translations clearly reflected the interpretation based on taqdim wa takhir and
successfully conveyed Sarah’s laughter as a response to the glad tidings.
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The study also found that translations recognizing foregrounding and delay
produced more coherent and contextually accurate renderings. These
translations aligned more closely with the broader narrative structure of the
passage, the rhetorical logic of the Quranic discourse, and the dominant
contextual indicators emphasizing astonishment and wonder.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates the crucial role of rhetorical analysis in Quran
translation. Verse 71 of Surah Hud provides a significant example of how
taqdim wa takhir functions within Quranic discourse to create rhetorical
emphasis without undermining semantic coherence. Translators who rely solely
on the surface grammatical order of the verse risk producing interpretations that
obscure the intended meaning and create confusion for readers unfamiliar with
Arabic rhetoric and Quranic sciences.

The analysis of exegetical traditions, lexical evidence, contextual indicators, and
comparative scripture strongly supports the interpretation that Sarah’s laughter
occurred after the angels announced the birth of Isaac and Jacob. Her laughter
was therefore an expression of astonishment at the miraculous nature of the
news rather than a reaction to Ibrahim’s fear or any unrelated event. The
interpretation based on foregrounding and delay offers the most coherent
understanding of the verse and resolves the apparent inconsistency in the
narrative sequence.

The findings further reveal a broader methodological issue in Quran translation
studies. Many translations prioritize literal syntactic order at the expense of
rhetorical and contextual meaning. Such an approach may compromise the
communicative and interpretive accuracy of the translation, particularly in
verses involving ambiguity or complex rhetorical structures. Accurate Quran
translation therefore requires familiarity not only with vocabulary and grammar
but also with tafsir, balagha, Quranic discourse analysis, and the interpretive
tradition of Islamic scholarship.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the translations recognizing taqdim wa
takhir provide the most faithful representation of verse 71 of Surah Hud. By
acknowledging the rhetorical structure of the verse, these translations preserve
the coherence, subtlety, and communicative power of the Quranic narrative
while offering readers a clearer understanding of the intended meaning.
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Abstract

Changing the position of sentence constituents in language gives rise to
structures known as marked information structures. Among these structures are
topicalization and focalization, in which topical and focal elements are moved
from their original positions to other positions within the sentence. From the
perspective of information structure, such displacement alters the semantic and
pragmatic load of the utterance. Therefore, understanding these structures is
especially important in the translation of religious texts, where the translator
must carefully recognize and preserve the syntactic and communicative features
of both the source and target languages. Two sentences may appear similar in
meaning on the surface level, yet differ significantly in terms of communicative
function and discourse effect. This study examines Elahi Qomshei’s translation
of al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah through a descriptive-analytical and comparative
approach based on Lambrecht’s theory of information structure, with particular
focus on the translation of marked structures. The findings indicate that the
translator generally paid insufficient attention to the transfer of marked
information structures, and that most marked constructions in the Arabic text
were rendered as unmarked structures in Persian. In fact, the translator relied
primarily on the ordinary syntactic patterns of the target language. Although this
approach did not undermine the fluency of the translation, it nevertheless
resulted, from the perspective of Lambrecht’s information structure theory, in
the loss of part of the semantic and pragmatic force of the original utterances.
Consequently, part of the speaker’s intended meaning was neglected, and
communicative, discursive, and syntactic balance between the source and target
texts was not fully achieved.
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Extended Abstract (ChatGPT, OpenAl, 2026)
Introduction
Translation is a communicative act through which meanings are transferred
from a source language into a target language. This process, however, cannot be
reduced to lexical replacement or grammatical equivalence alone. Successful
translation requires the preservation of pragmatic and discourse-related
meanings that shape the communicative effect of the original text. One of the
most important components of discourse meaning is information structure,
which concerns the organization of sentences into marked and unmarked forms
according to the speaker’s communicative intention. Marked structures arise
when sentence constituents depart from their ordinary syntactic order in order to
create emphasis, contrast, topicalization, or focus.
In Arabic, markedness appears through various syntactic and rhetorical devices
such as fronting objects or prepositional phrases, detached pronouns, restrictive
particles like innama, and emphasis particles such as inna and qad. These
structures are especially significant in religious discourse because they
contribute to emotional intensity, persuasion, and rhetorical effect. Translating
such constructions into Persian presents a challenge since the translator must
preserve not only semantic meaning but also pragmatic force and informational
hierarchy. If marked structures are translated into unmarked forms, an important
layer of communicative meaning is lost.
This study investigates the translation of marked information structures in the
Persian translation of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya by Mahdi Elahi Qomshei through
the framework of Lambrecht’s theory of information structure. The research
focuses particularly on topicalization and focalization and examines how these
structures function in the Arabic text and how effectively they are transferred
into Persian. The study seeks to answer two questions: first, how marked
information structures can be translated from Arabic into Persian, and second,
to what extent the translator succeeds in preserving topicalization and focus
constructions in the target text.
Previous research on information structure has mainly focused on English-
Persian translation or theoretical discussions of functional linguistics. Studies
examining Arabic-Persian translation have shown that translators frequently
replace marked structures with unmarked ones, thereby weakening pragmatic
meaning. Despite the importance of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya as a major
devotional text, no comprehensive study has examined the translation of marked
information structures in its Persian translations. This research therefore
contributes to translation criticism by exploring the relationship between syntax,
discourse, and pragmatics in the translation of religious texts.
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Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on Lambrecht’s
theory of information structure together with selected concepts from Arabic
functional linguistics. Lambrecht defines topic as information already accessible
in discourse and focus as the non-presupposed or informationally prominent
part of the sentence. The theory distinguishes among sentence focus, predicate
focus, and narrow focus, each of which affects the organization and
interpretation of discourse.

The corpus of the study consists of selected passages from al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya alongside their Persian translation by Elahi Qomshei. The analysis
concentrates on marked constructions involving topicalization, focalization,
fronting, detached pronouns, restrictive particles, and passive constructions.
Each example is examined first in terms of its informational structure and
pragmatic role in Arabic and then in terms of its rendering in Persian. The study
also proposes alternative translations when the original pragmatic effect is not
adequately conveyed.

Special attention is given to structures that create emphasis or foregrounding in
Arabic discourse. These include constructions such as fronted prepositional
phrases, structures of bab al-ishtighal, contrastive focus, and detached pronouns
used for emphasis. The analysis also considers lexical and morphological
dimensions when they contribute to discourse meaning. In this way, translation
is treated not merely as the transfer of vocabulary but as the reproduction of
communicative intention and rhetorical function.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Elahi Qomshei’s translation often preserves the
general semantic and literary atmosphere of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya but
frequently fails to maintain the marked informational structures of the original
Arabic text. In many cases, marked constructions are translated into ordinary
Persian syntax, resulting in the loss of emphasis, contrast, and rhetorical force.
Consequently, the pragmatic relationship between source and target texts
becomes weakened.

One of the most common issues concerns detached pronouns and topicalized
structures. In expressions such as “wa ana abrau ilayka,” the detached pronoun
ana serves both an emphatic and topicalizing function. The Persian translation
communicates the literal meaning but omits the pragmatic prominence of the
speaker. The study argues that Persian expressions such as “manam ke” could
better reproduce the emphatic and discourse-oriented function of the Arabic
structure. Similar problems occur in sentences containing fronted prepositional
phrases, where the translator often preserves semantic meaning while neglecting
focus and topicalization.

The study also reveals that particles such as innama, inna, and qad play a major
role in establishing contrastive and sentence-level focus. In many examples,
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these particles are translated in a semantically acceptable but pragmatically
weakened manner. For instance, constructions introduced by innama often
indicate exclusivity and contrast, yet the Persian translation tends to neutralize
these meanings. Likewise, sentence-focus constructions created by inna lose
their emphatic scope in translation.

Another important finding concerns passive constructions and marked
adjective-noun sequences. In Arabic devotional discourse, passive structures
frequently function as mechanisms of topicalization by foregrounding the
affected entity rather than the agent. However, the translator sometimes
converts these structures into active forms, thereby altering the informational
organization of the sentence. Similarly, adjective-fronting structures that
intensify meaning and create focus are often translated into neutral Persian
expressions. The study additionally shows that certain lexical items with rich
semantic and rhetorical associations were translated literally without attention to
their contextual or derivational implications.

Overall, the analysis indicates that pragmatic equivalence between Arabic and
Persian depends not only on lexical accuracy but also on preserving information
structure and rhetorical markedness. Persian possesses sufficient syntactic
flexibility to reproduce many Arabic marked constructions through inversion,
emphatic particles, repetition, and topicalized pronouns, but these resources
were not consistently utilized in the translation.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that marked information structures are essential
components of meaning in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and that their translation
requires attention to syntax, discourse, and pragmatics simultaneously. Through
the application of Lambrecht’s theory, the research showed that topicalization
and focalization function as major tools for emphasis, emotional intensity, and
rhetorical organization in Arabic devotional discourse.

The findings reveal that Elahi Qomshei’s translation frequently transforms
marked structures into unmarked Persian forms, which leads to the reduction of
pragmatic and rhetorical effects. Although the translation succeeds in conveying
the general meaning and literary tone of the text, it often fails to preserve
informational hierarchy and communicative emphasis. This problem is
especially evident in the treatment of detached pronouns, restrictive particles,
fronted constituents, and passive constructions.

The study further demonstrates that Persian has adequate linguistic resources for
reproducing many Arabic marked structures. Therefore, the observed limitations
are not necessarily caused by structural differences between the two languages
but rather by insufficient attention to discourse functions during translation. The
research emphasizes the importance of integrating functional linguistics and
information structure analysis into translation studies, especially in the
translation of religious and literary texts.
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Finally, this study contributes to Arabic-Persian translation criticism by
highlighting the importance of pragmatic equivalence and markedness in
discourse. It also opens new directions for future research on the translation of
Quranic discourse, Hadith literature, and classical Arabic prose from the
perspective of information structure and functional linguistics.



